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Upon the fir ft publication of this pamphlet ', 

all the Scotch Jjords x then. in London, 

went in a body, and complained to §$ueen 

.' . . Anne of the affront put on them and 

.'" / : tfiitr natjpn by tb& author of this e frea- 

•v •. •. ' ; tjfc . Whereupon a proclamation was 

. • .': "• ''-'fuMifbed by her Majefty y offering a re- 

"• 'tp: .ward of three bunded pounds todifbover 

' him. T&e reafonfor offering fofmall a 

fum was, that the £%ueen and Miniftry 

bad no defire to have the author taken 

into cuftody. 
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I Cannot without fome envy, and a jufll 
relentment agamft the oppofite conoud^ 
of others, refled: upon that generality ancf 
tendernefs, wherewith the heads and prin- 
cipal members of a ftruggling fo&ioti teeatT 
thofe who will undertake to hold a pea; 



* ft wis Written in die year 
17 Mfc, by the confent if nbt 
the encouragement of the mi- 
nifters of that aefey iri arifwer 
to the criiis by Sir Richard 
Steel. Orrery. 

The noble commentator 
#bb appeal* in another in- 
ftance to have givert an ac- 
count of the works of his 
author, from a perufal of no 
more than a # title % in the 
Dublin editions, has been be- 
trayed into miftakes, which, if 
he had read the piece, he 
would have efcaped. This 



tra&, in the title which his 
Iordfcip consulted, is find to 
have been written In the year 
1712 : but in that part 6f it 
which moft deferves the notice 
of a critic, becaufeit occafion- 
ed the complaint in theHouie 
of Lords, mention is made of 
a motion to diflblve the union, 
which did not happen till 1713; 
The complaint, which is faid 
in the note to happen upoii 
tititfirft publication, was made 
the 2d of March 1 7 1 3- 14* and 
the pamphlet according to the 
cuftom of printers, was dated 



% See Voyage to SrobMngnagi Chap. VI* 
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in their defence. And the behaviour of 
thefe patrons is yet the more laudable, 
becaufe the benefits they confer are al- 
moft. gratis. If any of their labourers can 
{cratch out a pamphlet, they defire no 
more; there is no queftion offered about 
the wit, the ftyle, the argument. Let a 
pamphlet come out upon demand in a pro* 
perjuncture, you (hall be well and certain- 
ly paid; you {hall be paid before-hand; 
• . : : ,. every one of the party who is able to read, 
• : V •' iadjean fpare a milling, (hall be a fub- 
'•'*• ../• ^fcrifctefx feveralthoufands of each produc~ti- 
*••' /•..llpAfliall befentamong their friends through 
' •*••"; jEhe kingdom; the work mall be reported 
admirable, fublime, unanfwerable ; (hall 
ferve to raife the finking clamours, and 
confirm the fcandal of introducing popery 
and the pretender upon the Queen and 
her minifters. 

Among the prefent writers on that fide 
I can recollect but three of any great dif- 
tinction, which are the flying pofl, Mr. 
Dunton, and the author of the crifls *. 

* Mr. Steel was expelled time that the Houfe of Lords 
the Houfe of Commons for this was moved againft the Dean 
pamphlet, at the very fame for the Reply. 

The 
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The firft of thefe feems to have been much 
funk in reputation, fince the fudden retreat 
of the only true geTiuine original author y 
Mr. Ridpath, who is celebrated hy the 
dutch gazetteer as one of the bejl pens in 
England. Mr. Dunton hath been longer and 
more converfant in books than any of the 
three, as well as more voluminous in his 
productions : however, having employed 
his ftudies in (o great a variety of other 
fubje&s he hath, I think, but lately turn-t 
ed his genius to politicks. His famous 
trad, intituled neck or nothing, muft be 
allowed to be the fhrewdeft piece, and 
written with the mod fpirit of any, which 
hath appeared from that fide fince the 
change of the miniftry: it js indeed a 
moft cutting fatyre upon the lord treafurer 
and lord Bolingbroke, and I wonder none 
of our friends ever undertook to anfwer 
it. I confefs I was at firft of the feme 
opinion with feveral good judges, who 
from the ftyle and manner fuppofe it to 
have iflued from the (harp pen of the earl 
of Nottingham ', and I am ftill apt to think 
it might receive his lordfhip's laft hand. 
The third and principal of this triumvirate 

B 3 is 



6 THE PUBLICK SPIRIT 

is die author of the crifis ; who, although 
he muft yield to the flying poft in know* 
ledge of the world and {kill in politicks, 
and to Mr. Dunton in keennefs of fatyre 
and variety of reading, hath yet other 
qualities enough to denominate him a 
writer of a fuperior clafs to either ;' pro- 
vided he would a little regard the propriety 
and difpofition of his words, confult the 
grammatical part, and get fome informa- 
tion in the fubje& he intends to handle. 

Omitting thegenerous countenance and 
encouragement that have been {hewn to 
the perfons and productions of the two 
former authors, I {hall here only confider 
the great favour conferred upon the laft. It 
hath been advertued for feveral months 
in the englijbman, f and other papers, that 
a pamphlet, called the crifis^ fhould be 
publimed at a proper time in order to 
open the eyes of the nation. It was pro- 
pofed to be printed by fubfeription, price 
a {hilling. This was a little out of form \ 
becaufe fubferiptions are ufually begged 
only for books of great price, and fuch as 

\ A paper written by the fame Author in favour of the pre- 
tcding adminiftraUofli 

arc 
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are not likely to have a general lale. N<* 
tice Was likeWife given of what this pam- 
phlet fhould contain ; only an extra& n-brfi 
certain ads of parliament relating to thfc 
fucceflion^ which at leaft muft fink nine*- 
pence in the (hilling, and leave but three*, 
pence for the author's political refle&iona J 
fo that nothing Very wonderful or decifire 
could be reafonably expected from this 
performance. But, a work was to be done-, 
a hearty writer to be encouraged, and 
accordingly many thoufand copies were 
befpoke. Neither could this be fufficient ; 
for when we expected to have our bundles 
delivered us > aUwasftopt; the friends to 
the caufe fprang a new projecT:; and it Was 
advertifed that the crifis could not appear $ 
till the ladies had (hewn their zeal againft 
the pretender, as well as the men ; againft 
the pretender in the bloom of his youth, 
reported to be handfome, and endued with 
an underftanding exactly of a fize to 
pleafe the fex. I fhould be glad to have 
feen a printed lift of the fair fubfcribers 
prefixed to this pamphlet ; by which the 
chevalier might know, he was fo far from 
pretending to a monarchy here, that he 

B 4 could 
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could not fo much as pre tend to a miftrefa. 
At the deftined period, the firft news 
we hear, is of a huge train of dukes, earls, 
vucounts, barons, knights, efquires, gen- 
tlemen, and others going to Sam. Buckley* 
the publilher of the crtfis to fetch home 
their cargoes, in order to tranfmit them by 
dozens, fcores, and hundreds into the 
ieveral counties, and thereby to prepare 
the wills and under Handings of their friends 
againft the approaching lemons. Afk any 
of them, whether they have read it? they 
will anfwer no; but they have fent it 
everywhere, and it will do a world of good. 
It is a pamphlet, and a pamphlet they 
hear againft the miniftry ; talks of flavery, 
France^ and the pretender: they defire no 
more; it will fettle the wavering, confirm 
the doubtful, inftrudt the ignorant, inflame 
the clamorous, although it never be once 
{coked into. I am told by thofe who are 
expert in the trade, that the author and 
bookfeller of this twelve-penny treatife 
will be greater gainers, than from one 
edition of any folio that hath been publim- 
ed thefe twenty years. What needy writer 
woulp 1 not foliate to work under fuch 

maftersj 
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mafters, who will pay us before hand, 
take off as much of our ware as we pleafe 
at our own rates, and trouble not them- 
felves to examine either before or after 
they have bought it, whether it be ftaple 
or no? 

But, in order to illuftrate the implicite 
munificence of thefe noble patrons, I can- 
not take a more effectual method than by 
examining the production itfelf ; by which 
we mail eafily find that it was never in- 
tended, further than from the noife, the 
bulk, and the title of crifls, to do any fer- 
vice to the factious caufe. The entire piece 
confifts of a title page, a dedication to the 
clergy, a preface, an extract from certain 
acls of parliament, and about ten pages 
of dry reflections on the proceedings of 
the Queen and her fervants; which his 
coadjutors, the Earl of Nottingham^ Mr. 
Dunton^ and the flying pofl, had long ago 
fet before us in a much clearer light. 

In popifh countries, when fome impoftor 
cries out, a miracle I a mirale t it is not 
done with a hope or intention of convert- 
ing hereticks, but confirming the deluded 
yulgar in their errors j and fo the cry goes 

round 
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round without examining into the cheat 
Thus the whigs among us give about the 
cry ; a pamphlet / a pamphlet! the crifisl 
the crifis! not with a view of convincing 
their adverfaries, but to raife the fpirits of 
their friends, recall their ftragglers, and 
unite their numbers by found and im- 
pudence ; as bees aiTemble and cling to- 
gether by the noife of brafs. 

That no other effecl: could be imagined 
or hoped for by the publication of this 
timely treatife, will be manifeft from fome 
obvious reflections upon the feveral parts 
of it; wherein the follies, the falfhoods, 
or the abfurdities, appear fo frequent, that 
they may boldly contend for number with 
the lines. 

When the hawker holds this pamphlet 
towards you, the firft words you perceive 
are, the crifis ; or, a difcourfe^ &c. The 
interpreter of Suidas gives four translations 
of the word crifis ; any of which may be 
as properly applied to this author's letter 
to the bailiff of Stockbridge *. Next, 

* Suth addrefled a Letter officer for this borough, which 
to the kiitiff'ofStocil/riJgtyWho Stiele represented in parlia- 
appears tonave been returning meat. 

what 
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what he calls a difcourfe, confifts only of 
two pages, prefixed to twenty-two more, 
which contain extracts from ads of parlia- 
ment ; for as to the twelve laft pages, 
they are provided for by themfelves in the 
title under the name offomefeafonable re- 
marks on the danger of a popimfuccejfor. 
Another circumftance worthy of our in- 
formation in the title-page is, that the 
crown hath been fettled by previous ai7s, 
I never heard of any ad of parliament 
that was not previous to what it enaded, 
unlefs thole two, by which the earl of Straf- 
ford and Sir John Fenwick loft their heads, 
may pafs for exceptions. A dtfcour/e y re- 
presenting from tbetnofi authentick records^ 
etc. He hath borrowed this expreffion 
from fome writer, who probably under- 
ftood the words ; but this gentleman hath 
altogether mifapplied them; and under 
favour, he is wholly miftaken ; for a heap 
of extrads from feveral ads of parliament 
cannot be called a difcourfe ; neither do 
I believe he copied them from the moft 
authentick records, which as I take it are 
lodged in the Tower, but out of fome com- 
mon printed copy. I grant there is nothing 
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material in all this, further than to fhew 
the generofity of our adverfaries in en- 
couraging a writer, who cannot furnifh out 
fo much as a title page with propriety or 
common fenfe. 

Next follows the dedication to the clergy 
of the church of England, wherein the 
modefty and the meaning of the firft para- 
graphs are hardly to be matched. He tells 
them, he hath made a comment upon the 
a&s of fettlement, which he lays before 
them, and conjures them to recommend in 
their writings and difcourfes to their fellow- 
fubjeSls: and he doth all this, out of ajufl 
deference to their great power and influence. 
This is the right whig fcheme of dire&ing 
the clergy what to preach. The arch- 
biihop of Canterbury* sjuiit&i&ion extends 
no farther than over his own province; 
but the author of the crifis confKtutes him- 
felf vicar general over the whole clergy of 
the church of England. The bifhops in 
their letters or fpeeches to their own clergy 
proceed no further than to exhortation ; 
but this writer conjures the whole clergy of 
the church to recommend his comment upon 
the laws of the land, in their writings and 

difcourfes* 
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difcourfes. I would fain know, who made 
him a commentator upon the laws of the* 
land: after which it will be time enough 
to aflc him, by what authority he directs 
the clergy to recommend his comments from 
the pulpit or the prels? 

He tells the clergy there are two cir- 
cumfiances which place the minds of the peo- 
ple under their direction ; the flrft circum- 
ftance is their education ; the fecond cir- 
cumftance is the tenths of our lands. This 
laft, according to the latin phrafe, is fpoken 
ad invidiam ; for he knows well enough, 
they have not a twentieth : but if you take 
it in his own way, the landlord has nine 
parts in ten of the people's minds under 
his direction. Upon this rock the author 
before us is perpetually fplitting, as often 
as he ventures out beyond the narrow 
bounds of his literature. He hath a con-, 
fufed remembrance of words fince he left 
the univerfity, but hath loft half their 
meaning, and puts them together with no 
regard, except to their cadence ; as I re- 
member a fellow nailed up maps in a 
gentleman's clofet, fome fideling, others 
upfide down, the better to adjuft them to 
the pannels. I am 
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I am fenfible it is of little confequence 
to their caufe, whether this defender of 
it underftands grammar or no; and if 
what he would fain fay, difeovered hint 
to be a well wifher to reafbn or truth,. I 
would be ready to make large allowances. 
But when with great difficulty I defcry a 
composition of rancour and folfhood,. in- 
termixed with plaufibie nonfenfe, I feef a 
firuggfe between contempt and indignati- 
on at feeing the character of a cenfor, a 
guardian, an englijhman, a commentator 
on the laws, an inflruBor of the clergy^ 
afiumed by a. child of obfcurity with- 
out one fmgle qualification to> uipport 
them* 

This writer, who either afre&s, or is 
commanded of late to copy after the hi/hop" 
c£Sartem y hath out of the pregnancy of his 
invention found out an old way of in- 
finuating the groffcft reflections under the 
appearance of admonitions ; and is fo judi- 
cious a follower of the prelate, that he 
taxes the clergy for inflaming their peoph 
with apprebenfions of danger to them and 
their conftitution from men, who are irtno- 1 
cent offuch defigns ; when he muft needs 

confefs, 
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coofeis, the whole defign of his pamphlet 
is to inflame the people wkb apprehenfiom 
of danger from the prefent miniftry, whom 
we believe to be at leaft as innocent men as 
thelaft. 

What £ball I fey to a pamphlet, where 
the malice and falfliood ox every line 
would require an anfwer, and where the 
dulnefs and abfurdities will not deferve 
one? 

By his pretending to have always main- 
tained an inviolable refped to the clergy 
he would infinuate, that thofe papers a- 
vaongthe ta^/ers zndfpe£?ators, where the 
whole order is abufed, were not his own. 
I will appeal to all who know the fktnefa 
of his ftyle, and the barrennefs of his in- 
vention, whether he doth not grofly pre- 
varicate? was he ever able to walk with- 
out leading-ftrings, or fwim without blad- 
ders,, without being difcovered by his 
hobbling and his finking? hath he adhered 
to his character in his paper called the 
mglijhman> whereof he is allowed to be 
fole author without any competition? 
what does he think of the letter figned 
by hunfelf* which relates to Molefioorth^ 
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* in whofe defence he affronts the whole 
convocation of Ireland? 

It is a wife maxim, that becaufe the clergy 
are no civil lawyers, they ought not to 
preach obedience to governors; and there- 
fore they ought not to preach temperance, 
becaufe they are no phyiicians. Examine 
all this author's writings, and then point 
me out a divine who knoweth lefs of the 
conftitution of England than he ; witnels 
thofe many egregious blunders in his late 
papers, where he pretended to dabble in 
the rubjeel:. 

But the clergy have, it feems, imbibed 
their notions of power and obedience, ab- 
horrent from our laws, from the pompous 
ideas of imperial great nefs and tbefubmif- 
Jum to abfolute emperors. This is grofs ig- 
norance, below a fchool-boy in his Lucius 
Florus. The roman hiftory wherein lads 
are inftrudted, reacheth little above eight 
hundred years, and the authors do every 

* The right honourable plaint againft him for dilre- 

Rtbtrt Molefwertb, Efq; one fpe&ful words, which being 

of the privy council and mem- reprefented in England., he 

ber of the Houfe of Commons, was removed from the coun- 

created a peer by king George cil : to juftify him againft this 

I. The lower houfe of convo- complaint was the fubje& of 

cation there preferred a com- Steele's Letter. 

where 




OF THE WHIGS, \y 

where inftil republican principles; and 
from the account of nine in twelve of the 
firft emperors we learn to have a deteftati- 
on againft tyranny. The greeks carry this 
point yet a great deal higher, which none 
can be ignorant of, who hath read or heard 
them quoted. This gave Hobbes the oc-» 
cation of advancing a pofition direclry 
contrary ; that the youth of England were 
corrupted in their political principles by 
reading the hiftories of Rome and Greece, 
which, having been written under repub- 
licks, taught the readers to have ill noti- 
ons of monarchy. In this aflertion there 
was fomething fpecious, but that advanced 
by the crifis could only iflue from the pro- 
foundeft ignorance. 

But, would you know his ichemeof 
education for young gentlemen at the uni- 
verflty ? it is, that they mould fpend their 
time in penning thole ads of parliament) 
whereof his pamphlet is an extracl:, which 
if it had been done y tie kingdom would not 
be in its prefent condition, but every member 
fent into the world thus inJlruBedy fince 
the revolution, would have been an advocate 
for our rights and liberties. 

C Here 
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. Here now is a projeft for getting more 
money by the crifis ; to have it read by 
tutors in the univerfities. I thoroughly a* 
gree with him, that if our ftudents had 
been thus employed for twenty years paft 
the kingdom bad not been in its prefenfr con- 
dition ; but we have too many of fuch 
proficients already among the young no- 
bility and gentry, who have gathered up 
their politicks from chocolate houfes, and 
factious clubs, and who, if they had fpent 
their time in hard ftudy at Oxford or Cam- 
bridge, we might indeed have faid, that 
the factious part of this kingdom had not 
been in its prefent condition, or have fuffer- 
ed themfelves to be taught, that a few acts 
of parliament relating to the (ucceffion are 
"preferable to all other chnlinftitutiomvAizX.- 
foever, Neither did I ever before hear, that 
an act of parliament relating to one particu- 
lar point could be called a civil inftitutioni 
; He fpends almoft a quarto page in tell- 
ing the clergy, that they will be certain- 
ly perjured if they bring in the pretender* 
whom they, have abjured ; and he wifely, 
reminds, them, that they have fwora with- 
out equivocation or mental refervatdon ^ 
. £ 'j otherwise 
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fcraerwife the clergy might think, that as 
foon as they received the pretender, and 
turned papijls, they would be free from 
their oath. 

Thishoneftj civil* ingenious gentleman 
knows in his confidence, that there are not 
ten clergymen in England (except non- 
jurors) who do not abhor the thoughts of 
the pretender reigning over us, much more 
than himfelf. But this is the fpittle of the 
biihop oiSarum *, which our author licks 
up, and {wallows, and then coughs out 
again with an addition of his own phlegm* 
I Would fain fuppofe the body of the 
clergy Were to return an anfwer by one of 
their members to thefe worthy counfel- 
lors. I conceive it might be in the fol- 
lowing terms : 

My lord and gentleman, 

" The clergy command me to give you 
•* thanks for your advice; and if they 
tf knew any crimes, from which either of 
" you were as free, as they are from thofe 
41 which you fo earneftly exhort them, to 

*. Dr. Gilbert Burntt. 
, C 2 " WO\^ 
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" avoid, they would return your favour 
<c as near as pofTible in the fame ftyle and 
" manner.' However, that your advice 
*' may not be wholly loft, particularly 
c< that part of it which relates to the^r*- 
" tender, they defire you would apply it 
to more proper perfons. Look among 
your own leaders; examine which of 
them ingaged in a plot to reftore the 
" late king James, and received par- 
<c dons under his feal; examine which 
" of them have been fince tampering 
" with his pretended fon, and, to gratify 
" their ambition, their avarice, their ma- 
tl lice and revenge, are now willing to 
,c reftore him at the expence of the reli- 
" gion and liberty of their country. Re- 
tire, good my lord, with your pupil, 
and let us hear no more of thefe hy- 
pocritical infinuations, left the Queen 
" and minifters, who have been hitherto 
<c content with only difappointing the 
•** lurking villanies of your faction, may 
" be at laft provoked to expofe them. 

But his refpecl: for the clergy is fiich, 
that he doth not infinuate as if they really 
had thefe evil difpofitions; he only mfi- 

nuatesy 
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nuates, that they give too much caufe for 
fuch injinuations. 

I will, upon occafion, ftrip fome of 
his injinuations from their generality and 
folecifms, and drag them into the light. 
His dedication to the clergy is full of them, 
becaufe here he endeavours to mold up 
his rancour and civility together; by 
which conftraint he is obliged to fhorten 
his paragraphs, and to place them in fuch 
alight, that they obfcureone another. Sup- 
pofing therefore, that I have fcraped off 
his good manners in order to come at 
his meaning, which lies under; he tells the 
clergy, that the favour of the Queen and 
her minifters is but a colour of zeal to- 
wards them', that the people were delud- 
ed by a groundlefs cry of the church's 
danger at SachevereFs trial ; that the cler- 
gy, as they are men offefife and honour ', 
ought to preach this truth to their feveral 
congregations ; and let them know, that 
the truedefign of the prefent men in power 
in that, and all their proceedings fince in 
favour of the church, was to bring in po- 
fery, France and the pretender, and to en- 
flave all Europe, contrary to t\\<i Ianas of 

C 3 out 
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U«r country, the power of the legijlature, the 
faith of nations, and the honour of God, 

I cannot fee why the clergy, as men of 
fenfe and men of honour (for he appeals not 
to them as men of religion) mould not be 
allowed to know when they are in danger, 
find be able to guefs whence it comes, and 
who are their protectors, The defign of their 
deftruction indeed may have been pro* 
jccted in the dark ; but when all was ripe, 
their enemies proceeded to fb many averts 
ads in the face of the nation, that it was 
obvious to themeaneft people, who want-! 
ed no other motives to rouze them. Or* 
the other fide, can this author, or the 
wifeft of his faction, affign one fingle a£fc 
of the prefent miniftry any way tending 
towards bringing in the pretender, or to 
weaken the fucceffion of the houfe of 
Hanover? Obfervethen the reafonablenefs 
of this gentleman's advice: the clergy, 
the gentry, and the common people hadb 
the utmoft apprehenfions of danger to the 
church under the late miniftry ; yet then 
it was the greateft impiety to inflame the 
people with any fuch apprehenfons. Hit 
danger of apopi/h fucceflbr from any fteps- 
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$f the prefent miniftry is an artificial ca- 
lumny, raifed and fpread againft the con- 
viction of the inventors pretended to be 
believed only by thofe, who abhor the 
constitution in church and ftate ; an ob- 
durate faclion, who compafs heaven and 
earth to reftore themfelves upon the ruin 
of their country ; yet here our author ex- 
horts the clergy to preach up this imaginary 
danger to their people, and difturb the 
publick peace with his ftrained feditious 
comments. 

But how comes this gracious licence to 
the clergy from the w/j/'gs to concern 
themfelves with politicks of any fort, al- 
though it be only the glofles and com- 
ments of Mr. Steele t The fpeeches of the 
managers at Sacbeverefs trial, particular- 
ly thofe of Stanhope, Lechmere, King* 
Parker, * and fome others, feemed to de- 
liver a different doclrine. Nay, this very 
dedication complains oifome in holy orders* 
who have made the conjlitution of their 
country (in which and the cop tick Mr. Steele 
is equally {killed) a very little part of their 
Jtudy y and yet made obedience and govern- 

* Thefc perfona were created peer* by Yia^ G«or&t\. 

C 4. went 



*4 THE PUBLICK SPIRIT 

went the frequent fubjeSis of their difcourfes. 
This difficulty is eafily folved ; for by poli- 
ticks they mean obedience. Mr. Hoadly f, 
who is a champion for refiftance, was never 
charged with meddling out of his functi- 
on : Hugh Peter x, and his brethren, in 
the times of ufurpation had full liberty 
to preach up {edition and rebellion; and 
fb here Mr. Steele iffues out his licence to 
the clergy to preach up the danger of a 
popijh pretender in defiance of the Qu e e n 
and her adminiftration. 

Every whiffler in a laced coat, who fre- 
quents the chocolate-houfe, and is able 
to fpell the title of a pamphlet, fhall talk 
of the conftitution with as much plaufi- 
bility as this very folemn writer, and with 
as good a grace blame the clergy for med- 
dling with politicks, which they do not 
understand. I have known many of thefe 
able politicians furnifhed before they were 
of age with all the neceflary topicks of 
their faction, and by the help of about 
twenty polyfyllables capable of maintain- 
ing an argument, that would fhine in the 

f Dodor Birjamin Hoadly lated to Hertford in 1721, to. 
created bifbop of Banger by Salijbury'm i723,andto/p7»« 
fciiig Gtorgt I t in 1 7 1 5, qranf- ( be/ftr in 1 734. 
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Crifis ; whofe author gathered up his lit- 
tle dock from the fame fchools, and hath 
written from no other fund. 

But after all, it is not clear to me, whe- 
ther this gentleman addrefleth himfelf to 
the clergy of England in general, or only 
to thofe very few (hardly enough, in cafe 
of a change, to fupply the mortality of 
thofe felf-denying prelates he celebrates) 
who are in his principles, and among thefe 
only fiich as live 'in and about London \ 
which probably will reduce the number to 
about half a dozen at moft. I mould in- 
cline to guefs the latter j becaufe he tells 
them they are furrounded by a learned, 
wealthy , knowing gentry, who know with 
what firmnefs, f elf -denial, and charity the 
bijhops adhered to the publick caufe, and 
what contumelies thofe clergymen have un- 
dergone, etc. who adhered to the caufe of 
truth. By thofe terms, the publick caufe, 
and the caufe of truth, he underftands the 
caufe of the whigs, in oppofition to the 
Queen and her fervants : therefore by the 
learned, wealthy, and knowing gentry he 
mud underftand the bank and eafl-india 
company, and thofe other merchants or 

citizen* 
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citizens within the bills of mortality, who 
have been ftrenuous againft the church 
and crown, . and whofe fpirit of faction 
bath lately got the better of their intereft. 
For let him fearch all the reft of the 
kingdom, he will find the furrounded 
clergy, and thzfurrounding gentry wholly 
ftrangers to the merits of thofe prelates; 
and adhering to a very different caufe of 
truths as will foon, I hope, be manifeft 
by a fair appeal to the reprefentatives of 
both. 

. It was very unneceflary in this writer 
to beipeak the treatment of contempt and 
derifion, which the clergy are to expect 
from his faction, whenever they come 
into power. I believe that venerable body 
is in very little concern after what man- 
ner their moft mortal enemies intend to 
treat them, whenever it fhall pleafe God 
for our fins to vifit us with £o fatal an e- 
vent; which I hope it will be the united 
endeavours both of clergy and laity to 
hinder. It would be Ibme fupport to this 
hope, if I could have any opinion of his 
predicting talent (which fome haveafcribed 
to people of this author's character} where 

he 
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fie tells us, that noife and wrath will not 
always pafs for zeal. What other inftances 
of zeal hath this gentleman or the reft of 
his party been able to produce ? if cla- 
mour be noife, it is but opening our ears to 
know from what fide it comes ; and, if 
(edition, fcurrility, flander and calumny 
be the fruit of wrath, read the pamphlets 
and papers uTuing from the zealots of that 
faction, or vifit their clubs and coffee- 
hou/es, in order to form a judgment of 
the tree. 

When Mr. Steele tells us, we have religi-* 
$n that wants no fupport from the enlarge-* 
tnent offecular power, but is wellfupported 
by the wifdom and piety of its preachers, and 
jts own native truth ; it would be good to 
know what religion he profeileth : for the 
clergy to whom he fpeaks will never al- 
low him a member of the church o£ Eng- 
land. They cannot agree, that the truth 
of the gofpel, and the piety and wifdom 
of its preachers, are a fufficientyar^wr/ in 
an evil age againft infidelity, fa&ion, and 
yice without the affiftance offecular power ; 
unlefs God would pleafe to confer the 
gift of miracles on thofe who vreax. a& ^R. 
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altar. I believe they venture to go a lit- 
tle further, and think, that upon fome 
occasions they want a little enlargement 
of ajjiflancefrom the fecular power againft 
atheijts, deifts y focinians, and other here- 
ticks. Every flrft Sunday in Lent a part 
of the liturgy is read to the people, in the 
preface to which the church declares her 
wifhes for the reftoring of that difcipline 
flie formerly had, and which for fbme 
years paft hath been more wanted than 
ever. But of this no more, left it might 
infinuate jealoufies between the clergy and 
laity; which, the author tells us, is the 
policy of vain ambitious men among the for- 
mer ', in hopes to derive from their order a 
veneration they cannot deferve from their 
virtue. If this be their method for procur- 
ing veneration, it is the moft fingular that* 
ever was thought on; and the clergy 
would then indeed have no more to do 
with politicks of any fort, than Mr. Steele 
-or his fa&ion will allow them. 

Having thus toiled through his dedica- 
tion, I proceed to confider his preface, 
which, half confifting of quotation, will 
be fo much the fooner got through. It is 

a very 
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a very unfair thing in any writer to em- 
ploy his ignorance and malice together; 
becaufe it gives his anfwerer double work: 
it is like the fort of fophiftry that the 
logicians call two mediums > which are ne- 
ver allowed in the fame fyllogifm. A 
writer with a weak head, and a corrupt 
heart, is an over-match for any fingle pen ; 
like a hireling jade, dull and vicious, hard- 
ly able to ftir, yet offering at every turn 
to kick. 

He begins his preface with fuch an ac- 
count of the original of power, and the 
nature of civil inftitutions, as I am confi- 
dent was never once imagined by any 
writer upon government, from Plato to 
Mr. Locke. Give me leave to tranfcribe 
his firft paragraph. I never fain an unruly 
crowd of people cool by degrees into temper y 
but it gave me an idea of the original of 
power y and the nature of civil inftitutions. 
One particular man has ufually in thofe 
cafes , from the dignity of his appearance, 
or other qualities known or imagined by the 
multitude > been received into fudden favour 
and authority ; the occafon of their diffe- 
rence 
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'fence bos been refrefented to bim i and tbi 
matter referred to bis decifion. 

I have known a poet, who never waf 
out of England^ introduce a fad: by way 
of fimile, which could probably no where 
happen nearer than in the plains of Libya $ 
and begin with, fo have Ifeen *. Such a 
fiction I fuppofe may be juftified by poeti- 
cal licence; yet Virgilrz much more mo- 
deft. Thiaparagraph of Mr. Steele \ which 
he fets down as an observation of his own, 
is a miferable mangled translation of fix 
Verfes out of that famous poet, who {peaks 
after this manner : as when a /edition arifei 
in a great multitude^ etc* then if they fee 
a wife grave man> etc. Virgil^ who lived 
but a little after the ruin of the romari 
tepublick, where Seditions often happened, 
and the force of oratory was great among 
the people, made ufe of a fimile, which 
Mr. Steele turns into a fad after fuch a 
manner, as if he had Seen it an hundred 
times ; and builds upon it a fyftem of the 
Origin of government. When the vulgar 
here in England aflemble in a riotous man- 
ner (which is not very frequent of kce> 

* See the Hip Ba$*c. p. 143. 
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years) the prince takes a much more e£- 
feclual way than that of fending orators 
to appeafe them : but Mr. Steele imagines 
fuch a crowd of people as this, where there 
is no government at all ; their unrulineft 
quelled, and their paiTions cooled by a par- 
ticular man, whofe great qualities they 
had known before. Such an affembly 
muft have rifen fuddenly from the earth, 
and the man of authority dropt from the 
clouds ; for without fome previous form 
of government no fuch crowd did ever 
yet aflemble, or could poffibly be acquaint- 
ed with the merits and digntiy of any par- 
ticular man among them. But to purfue 
his fcheme; this man of authority, who 
cools the crowd by degrees, and to whom 
they all appeal, muft of neceflity prove 
either an open or clandejline tyrant. A 
clandefiine tyrant I take to be a king of 
Brentford^ who keeps his army in difguife; 
and whenever he happens either to die na- 
turally, be knockt on the head, or depof- 
ed, the people calmly take further meafures 
and improve upon what was begun under 
bis unlimited power. All this our author 
tells us, with extreme propriety, is what 
• Jeemt 
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feems reafonable to common fenfe ; that is, 
in other words, it feems reafonable to rea- 
Jon. This is what he calls giving an idea 
of the original of power, and the nature of 
civil inftitutions. To which I anfwer with 
great phlegm, that I defy any man alive 
to fhew me in double the number of lines, 
although writ by the feme author, fuch 
a complicated ignorance in hiftory, human 
nature, or politicks, as well as in the or- 
dinary propierties of thought or of ftyle. 

But it feems thefe profound fpecula- 
tions were only premifed to introduce 
fome quotations in favour of refifiance. 
What hath reffiance to do with the fuc- 
ceffion of the houfe of Hanover ', that the 
whig writers fhould perpetually affecl: to 
tag them together? I can conceive no- 
thing elfe, but that their hatred to the 
Queen and miniftry puts them upon 
thoughts of introducing the fucceflbr by 
another revolution. Are cafes of extreme 
neceffity to be produced as common max- 
ims, by which we are always to proceed? 
Should not thefe gentlemen fometimes in- 
culcate the general rule of obedience, and 
not always the exception of refinance? 

fince 
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fifice the former hath been the perpetual 
dictate of all laws both divine and civil, 
and the latter is fUli in diipute. 

I {hall meddle with none of the panages 
he cites to prove the lawhilnefs of refill- 
ing princes, except that from the prefent 
lord chancellor's * fpeech in defence, of 
Dr. Sacheverel : that there are extraordi- 
nary cafes , cafes of neceffity, which are im- 
plied, although not exprejfed y in the general 
rule [of obedicncejThefe words, very clear 
in themfelves, Mr. Steele explains into 
nonfenfe ; which in any other author I 
fhould fufped to have been intended as a 
reflection upon as great a perfon as ever 
filled or adorned that high ftation .- but I 
am fb well acquainted with his pen, that 
I much more wonder how it can trace out 
a true quotation than a falfe comment. To 
fee him treat my lord Harcourt with fb 
much civility looks indeed a little fufpicious, 
and as if he had malice in his heart. He 
calls his lordfhip a very grs.it man, and 
a great living authority ; places himfelf in 

• Sir Simon Harecurt, who afterwards accepted again ; cp- 

at the time of Sacht-vtrtTt on the change of the mir.iilry 

trial had religned his place of he was made lord keeper, and 

attorney general, which he in 1711 created a^axoTv. 
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Company with general Stanhope and Mr. 
Hoadley ; and, in fhort, takes the moft 
effedual method in his power of ruining 
his lordfhip in the opinion of every man* 
who is wife or good. I can only tell my lord 
Harcourt for his comfort, thatthefepraifes 
fcre encumbered with the doctrine of re- 
fifkancty and the true revolution-principles ; 
and provided he will not allow Mr. Steele 
far his commentator, he may hope to re- 
cover the honour of being libelled again, as 
Well as his fovereigh and rellow-fervants. 
We now come to the crifis ; where we 
meet with two pages by way of introduc- 
tion to thofe extrads from ads of parlia- 
ment, that constitute the body of his pam- 
phlet. This introduction begins with a 
definition of liberty, and then proceeds in 
apanegyrick upon that great bleffing. Hit 
panegyrick is made up of half a dozen 
ihreds, like a fchool-boy's theme, beaten 
general topicks, where any other man alive 
might wander fecurely ; but this politician, 
by venturing to vary the good old phrafes, 
and give them a new turn, commits an 
hundred folecifms and absurdities. The 
weighty truths, which he endeavours to 

prefs 
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prefc upon his reader, are fuch as thefe. 
That liberty is a very good thing ; that 
without liberty we cannot be free, that 
health is good, and firength is good, but 
liberty is better than either ; that no man 
can be happy without the liberty of doing 
whatever his own mind tells him is heft, 
that men of quality love liberty, and com* 
mm people love liberty ; even women and 
children love liberty; and you cannot 
plcafe them better than by letting them do 
what they pleafe. Had Mr. Steele con- 
tented himfelf to deliver thefe and the 
like maxims in fuch intelligible terms, I 
could have found where we agreed and 
where we differed. But let us hear fome 
of thefe axioms, as he hath involved them. 
We cannot pojfefs our fouls with pleafure 
andfatisfa&ion, except we prefervein our- 
feboes that inefiimable bleffmg, which we call 
liberty. By liberty I defire to be underfiood 
to mean the bappinefs of mens living, etc 
The true life of man confijls in con- 
ducting it according to his ownjuft fenti- 
tnents and innocent inclinations— mari s 
being is degraded below that of a free agent, 
when his off eclions and pajpons are no longer 
D 2 gxroen-icX 
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governed by the diSiates of his own mind. 
Without liberty our health (among 
other things) may be at the will of a tyrant 
employed to our own ruin and that of our 
fellow-creatures, If there be any of thcfe 
maxims which is not grofly defective in. 
truth, in fenfe, or in grammar, I will al- 
low them to pafs for uncontroulable. By 
the firft, omitting the pedantry of the whole 
expreflion, there are not above one or two 
nations in the world, where any one man 
can poffefs bis foul with pleafure and fa- 
tisfaflion. In the fecond, he de fires to be 
underftood to mean ; that is he defires to 
be meant to mean, or to be underftood to 
underftand. In the third, the life of man 
confifls in conducing his life. In the 
fourth he affirms, that mens beings are 
degraded, when their paffions are no longer 
governed by the diSlates of their own minds, 
directly contrary to theleffons of all mor- 
alifts and legiflators ; who agree unani- 
-moufly, that the paffions of men muftbe 
under the government of reafon and law ; 
neither are laws of any other u(e than to 
correct the irregularity of our affections. 
By the laft, our health is ruinous to our- 
*". ... f elves 
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f elves and other men when a tyrant plea/is; 
which I leave to him to make out. 

I cannot fufficiently commend our an- 
ceftors for tranfmitting to us the bleffing 
of liberty; yet having laid out their blood 
and treafure upon the purcbafe, I do not 
fee how they a&ed parfimonioufly ; becauie 
I can conceive nothing more generous 
than that of employing our blood and 
treafure for the fervice of others. But I am 
fuddenly /truck with the thought, that I 
have found his meaning; our anceftors 
a&ed parfimonioufly, becaufe they only 
(pent their own treafure for the good of 
their pofterity; whereas we fquandered 
away the trcafures of our pofterity too; 
but whether they will be thankful, and 
think it was done for the prefervation of 
their liberty, mud be left to themfelves 
for a decifion. 

I verily believe, although I could not 
prove it in Wefiminfier hall before a lord 
chief jujiice y that by enemies to our confli- 
tution t and enemies to our prefent eflablifb- 
mentt Mr. Steele would dejire to be under- 
flood to mean my lord treafurer and the 
reft of the miniftry: by tbofe. lobo are 
D 3 grvwrv 
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grown fupine in proportion to the danger ', 
to which our liberty is every day more ex~ 
pofedy I fhould guefs he means the tones : 
And by honeft men, who ought to look up 
with dfpirit that becomes bonefly^, he un- 
derftands the whigs. I likewife believe, he 
Would take it ill, or think me ftupid, if 
I did not thus expound him. I fay then, 
that according to this exposition, the 
four great officers of ftate, together with 
the reft of the cabinet-council (except the 
archbifhop of Canterbury *) are enemies to 
bur eftablijhmenty making artful and open 
attacks upon our conflitution, and are note 
pra&ifing indireB arts, and mednfubtit* 
ties to weaken the fecurity of tbofe a&s of 
parliament for fettling the fucceflian in 
the houfe of Hanover. The firft and 
rnoft notorious of thefe criminals is Robert 
Harley earl of Oxford, lord high treafintr, 
Who is reputed to be chief mmifter : the 
fecond is James Butler duke of Ormonde* 
who commands the army, and defigns to 
employ it in bringing over the pretender ,♦ 
the third is Henry St. y«?&*!ordvifcount 
#olingbroke x fecretary of ftate, who muft 

' be 
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befiippofed to hold a conftant condpon- 
dence at the court of Bar le Due, as the 
late earl of Godolpbin did with that at St. 
Germaim: and to avoid tedioufnefs, Mr. 
Bromley * and the reft are employed in 
their feveral diftrids to the fame end. Thefe 
are the opinions which Mr. Steele and his 
fadion, under the direction of their lead- 
ers, are endeavouring with all their might 
to propagate among the people of England 
concerning the prefcnt miniftry; with 
what refervation to the honour, wifdom, 
or juftice of the Queen, I cannot deter- 
mine ; who by her own free choice, after 
long experience of their abilities and in- 
tegrity, and in compliance to the general 
withes of her people, called them to her 
fervice. Such an accufation againft per- 
fons in fo high truft fhould require, I 
think, at leaft one (Ingle overt-ad to 
make it good. If there be no other choice 
of perfbns fit to ferve the crown without 
danger from the pretender, except among 
thofe who are called the whig party, the 
Hanover fucceffion is then indeed in a 
very ddperate ftate : that illuftrious family 

* Speaker of the Houfe of Commons. 
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will have almoft nine in ten of the king- 
dom againft it, and thofe principally of 
the landed intereft; which is moft to be 
depended upon in fuch a nation as ours. » 

I have now got as far as his extracts, 
which I (hall not be at the pains of com-, 
paring with the originals, but fuppofe he 
hath gotten them fairly tranfcribed: I on- 
ly think, that whoever is patentee for 
printing ads of parliament may have a 
very fair action againft him for invafion 
of property: but this is none of my bu- 
fineis to enquire into. 

After two and twenty pages (pent in 
reciting ads of parliament, be defires leave 
to repeat the hijlory and progrefs of the 
union ; upon which I have fome few things 
to obferve. 

This worky he tells us, was unfuccefs- 
fully attempted by fever al of her tnajefiys 
predecejfors ; although I f do not remem- 
ber it was ever thought on by any except 
king James the firft, and the late king 
William. I have read indeed, that fome 
fmall overtures were made by the former 

t The author's memory failed him a little in this aflertion, 
as one of his anfwerers obferved, 

of 
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of thefe princes towards an union between 
the two kingdoms, but reje&ed with in- 
dignation and contempt by the englijb: 
and, tne hiftorian tells us, that how dege- 
nerate and corrupt foever the court and 
parliament then were, they would not 
give ear to fo infamous a propofal. I 
do not find, that any of the fucceeding 
princes before the revolution ever refum- 
ed the defign ; became it was a proje& for 
which there could not poffibly be align- 
ed the leaft reafon or neceflity : for I defy 
any mortal to name one {ingle advantage 
that England could ever expe& from fuch 
an union. 

But towards the end of the late king's 
reign, upon apprehenfions of the want 
of iflue from him or the princefs Anne y 
a proportion for uniting both kingdoms 
was begun ; becauie Scotland had not 
fettled their crown upon the houfe of 
Hanover, but left themfelves at large in 
hopes to make their advantage ; and it 
was thought highly dangerous to leave 
that part of the ifland, inhabited by a poor 
fierce northern people, at liberty to put 
themfelves under a different king. How- 
ever, 
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sm, the oppofkion to this work was fo 
great, that it could not be overcome un- 
til fome time after her prefent majefty 
came to the crown ; when by the Weak- 
fiefs or corruption of a certain minifter, 
fince dead, an ad of parliament was ob- 
tained for the Scots, which gave them leave 
to arm themfelves * ; and fo the union be- 
came ncceflary, not for any actual good 
k could poffibly do us, but to avoid a 
probable evil; and at the fame time fa ve 
an obnoxious minifter's head; who was 
fo wife as to take the firft opportunity of 
procuring a general pardon by act of 
parliament, becaufe he could not with 
lb much decency and fafety defire a par- 
ticular one for himfelf. Thefe fads are 
well enough known to the whole king- 
dom. And I remember, difcourfing a- 
bove fix years ago with the moft confi- 
derable + perfon of the adverfe party, and 
a great promoter of the union, he frankly 
owned to me, that this neceffity, brought 
upon us by the wrong management of the 
earl at Godolpbin> was the only caufe of 
the union. 

• See the Examiner, N a XIX. at the end. f Lord Stmtn. 

There- 
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Therefore I am ready to grant two 
points to the author of the crifis: firft 9 
that the union became necefiary for the 
caufe above related; becaufe it prevented 
this iiland from being governed by two 
kings; which England would never have 
fuffered ; and it might probably have coil 
us a war of a year or two to reduce die 
Scots. Secondly, that it would be dange- 
rous to break this union, at leaft in this 
juncture, while there is a pretender abroad, 
who might probably lay hold of fuch an 
opportunity. And this made me wonder 
a little at die fpirit of faction laft fummer 
among fbme people, who having been 
the great promoters of the union, and fe- 
vtral of them the principal gainers by it *, 
could yet proceed fo far as to propofe in 
the houie of lords, that it fhould be dif- 
fbl ved ; while at the fame time thofe peers, 
who had ever oppofed it in the beginning, 

• The duke of Argyll* who folved. The earl of Fbdattr 

ceafoufly promoted the union* foon after moved the houfc of 

the earl of Mar* Mr. Lockhart* lords for leave to bring in a 

and Mr.Cfciburtt, having been bill far diflblving the union, 



deputed on purpofe, remon- he was feconded by the earl of 

ftrated to the queen againft Mar* and fupported by lord 

the malt tax, which they (aid Eglingttm* earl of Hay, the 

would probably prompt the duke ofJrgyU, and others. 
$t$s to declare the union djf- 

were 
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were then for preferving it, upon therea- 
ion I have juft affigned, and which the 
author of the crifis hath likewife taken 
notice of. 

But when he tells us, the englifhmen 
ought, in generofity, to be more particu- 
larly careful in preferving this union, he 
argues like himfelf. The late kingdom of 
Scotland (faith he) bad as numerous a no- 
bility as England, etc* They had indeed; 
and to that we owe one of the great and ne- 
ceflary evils of the union upon the foot it 
now ftands. Their nobility is indeed fo 
numerous, that the whole revenues of 
their country would be hardly able to 
maintain them according to the dignity 
of their titles ; and what is infinitely 
worfe, they are never likely to be extinct 
until the laft period of all things ; be- 
caufe the greateft part of them defcend 
to heirs general. I imagine a perfon of 
quality prevailed on to marry a woman 
much his inferior, and without a groat 
to her fortune, and her friends arguing 
me was as good as her hufband, becaufe 
fhe brought him as numerous a family of 
relations and fervants as me found in his 

boufe. 
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houfe. Scotland^ in the taxes, is obliged 
to contribute one penny for every forty 
pence laid upon England; and the repre- 
sentatives they lend to parliament are a- 
bout a thirteenth. Every other fcotcb 
peer hath all the privileges of an englijb 
one, except that of fitting in parliament, 
and even precedence before all of the fame 
tide that fhall be created for the time to 
come. The penfions and employments 
poffefled by the natives of that country 
now among us do amount to more than 
the whole body of their nobility ever fpent 
at home ; and all the money they raife 
upon the publick is hardly fufficient to 
defray their civil and military lifts. I 
could point out fbme with great titles, 
who affe&ed to appear very vigorous for 
diuolving the union, although their whole 
revenues before that period would have 
ill maintained a weljb juftice of the peace ; 
and have mice gathered more money than 
ever any fcotchman, who had not travelled, 
could form an idea of. 

I have only one thing more to fay upon 
occasion of the union ad: ; which is, that 
-the author of the Crifis may be fairly 

proved, 



46 THE PUBLICK SPIRIT 

proved from his own citations to be 
guilty of hioh treason. In a paper of 
his called the tngliflman of OEhber 29 
there is an advertnement about taking in 
fuWcriptiom for printing the crifis,. where 
die tide is published at length with the 
following ckufe, which the author thought 
fit to drop in the publication; [and that no 
farmer on earth can bar, alter, ormake void 
the prefint fettkment of the crown, etc* 
By Richard Steele."] In his extract of an 
•ft of parliament made frice the union, 
it appears to be high treafenfor any for* 
fin by -writing or printing to maintain 
and affirm, that the kings or queens of this 
tealm, with and by the authority of par- 
liament, are not able to make laws and 
fiatutes offufficient force and validity to 
Omit and bind the crown, and the defctnt, 
limitation, inheritance, and government 
thereof. This aft being fubfcqucnt to the 
Settlement of the crown co num ied at the 
union, it is probable fame faead of the 
author adviled him to leave out thde 
treafonable words in the printed title-page, 
which he had before publiihcd in the ad- 
vertifemtnt; and accordingly we find, that 

in 
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in the treadle itfelf he only offers it to 
every goodftthjecTs confiderution, whe th er 
this article ef the fettlement of the crown 
is not as firm as the union itfelf, and as 
the fettlement ofepifcvpacy in England, etc. 
And he thinks the fcots underjiood it fo % 
that the fuccejfion to the crown was never 
to he controverted. 

Thefe I take to be only treafonabk in- 
sinuations; but the advertisement before 
mentioned is adually high t reef on; for 
which the author ought to be profecuted, 
if that would avail any thing under a juris- 
diction, where curfing the Queen is not 
above the penalty of twenty marks. 

Nothing is more notorious than that the 
wbigs of late years* both in their writings 
anddifcourfes, have affected upon alloc-* 
canons to allow the legitimacy of the pre- 
tender. This makes me a little wonder 
to fee our author labouring to prove the 
contrary, by producing all the popular 
chat ofthofe times, and other solid, argu- 
ments from Fullers narrative : but it muft 
be fuppofed, that this gentleman ads by 
the commands of his fuperiors, whohav* 
thought fit at this jun&ure to iflue out 
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new orders, for reaibns beft known to 
themfelves. I wifh they had been more 
clear in their directions to him upon that 
weighty point, whether the (ettlement of 
the mcceflion in the houfe of Hanover be 
alterable or no. I have observed where, 
in his former pages, he gives it in the nega- 
tive; but in the turning of a leaf, he hath 
wholly changed his mind. He tells us, he 
wonders there can be found any Briton weak 
enough to contend againfi a power in their 
awn nation, which is praSllfed in a much 
greater degree in other ftates: and bow 
bard it is, that Britain Jbou/d be debarred 
the privilege of eflablijbing its ownfecuri- 
ty by relinauijbing only thofe branches of 
the royal line, which threaten it with def- 
truffion; whilfl other nations never fcruple 
upon lefsoccafions to go much greater lengths^ 
of which he produceth inftances in France, 
Spain, Sicily, and Sardinia ; and then adds, 
can Great Britain help to advance men to 
other thrones, and have no power in limit- 
ing its own? How can a fenator, capable 
of doing honour to Sir Thomas Hanmer, 
be guilty of fuch ridiculous inconfiflences ? 
The author of the conduB of the allies (fays 

he) 
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he) hath dared to drop infinuations about 
altering the fucceffton. The author of the 
conduEi of the allies Writes fenfe arid eng- 
lifh; neither of which the author of the 
crifis understands. The former thinks it 
wrong in point of policy to call in a 
foreign power to be guarantee of our fuG- 
cejffion y becaufe it puts it out of the power 
of our own legiflature to change our fuC* 
cejfton without the confent of that prince 
orflate-, who is guarantee, whatever necejp- 
ty may happen in future timet. Now*, if 
it be high treafon to affirm by writing; 
that the legislature hath no fuch power $ 
and if Mr. Steele thinks it ftrange, that 
Britain fhould be debarred this privilege * 
what could be the crime of putting fuch 
a cafe, that in future ages a necefllty 
might happen of limiting the fucceflion, 
as well as it hath happened already ? 

When Mr. Steele reflects upon the ntanj 
folemn, ftrong barriers (to our rucceffion) 
of laws and oaths, etc. he thinks all fear 
vanijbeth before them. I think fo too, pro-« 
vided the epithet folemn goes for nothing ; 
becaufe, although I have often heard of a' 
folemn day, a folemn feaft, and a folemn 

E coxcomb^ 
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coxcomb, yet I can conceive no idea to 
myfelf of afolemn barrier. However, be 
that as it will, his thoughts it feems will 
not let him refi y but, before be is aware he 
flfis himfelf fever al quefiions ; and fince 
he cannot relblve them, I will endeavour 
to give him what fatisfa&ion I am able. 
The firft is, what are the marks of a lofting 
fecurityf To which I anfwer, that the 
iigns of it in a kingdom or ftate are, firft 
good laws; andfecondly, thofe laws well 
executed: we are pretty well provided 
with the former, but extremely defective 
in the latter.— SecondlyytcAz; are our tern" 
pert and our hearts at hornet If by ours 
he means thofe of himfelf and bis abettors, 
they are moft damnably wicked; impa- 
tient for the death of the Queen ; ready 
to gratify their ambition and revenge by 
all defperate methods; wholly alienate 
from truth, law, religion, mercy, confei- 
ence, or honour — Thirdly, in what hands 
is power lodged abroad t To anfwer the 
queftion naturally, Louis XIV. is king of 
France, Philip V. (by the counfels and ac- 
knowledgments of the whigs) is king of 
Spain, and fo on. If by power he means 

money; 
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money; the duke ofMarttorougbisthought 
to have more ready money than all the 
kings of chriftendom together ; but by the 
peculiar difpofirion of providence it is 
locked up in a trunk, to which his am- 
bition hath no key; and that is our iecuri* 
ty — Fourthly, are our unnatural divifiont 
ourftrengtb? I think not; but they are 
the fign of it, for being unnatural they 
cannot laft; and this {hews, that union,ths 
foundation of all ftrength is more agree- 
able to our nature Fifthly, is it nothing 

to us, which of the princes of Europe has 
the longeft /word? Not much, if we can 
tie up his hands, or put a ftrong Jhield 
into thofe of his neighbours ; or if our 
/word be as jbarp as his is long ; or if it 
be neceflary for him to turn his ownjword 
into a plow/hare ; or if fucha /word hap- 
peneth to be in the hands of an infant, or 
ftruggled for by two competitors.— ^Sixthly, 
the powerful hand that deals out crowns 
and kingdoms all around us, may it not in 
time reach a king out to us toof If the 
powerful hand he means be that of France, 
it may reach out as many kings as it pleak 
eth ; but we will not accept them. WheasA. 

E 2 &3» 
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does this man get his intelligence? I mould 
think, even his brother Ridpath might 
furnifh him with better. What crowns 
or kingdoms hath France dealt about? 
Spain was given by the will of the for- 
mer king, in confequence of that infa- 
mous treaty of partition, the advifer of 
which will, I hope, never be forgot in 
England. Sicily was difpofed of by her 
majefty of Great Britain ; fo in effect was 
Sardinia. France indeed once reached 
out a king to Poland, but the people would 
not receive him. This queftion of Mr. 
Steele s was therefore only put interrorem 
without any regard to truth. — Seventhly, 
are there no pretenfions to our crown that 
can ever be revived? There may, for ought 
I know, be about a dozen ; and thole in 
time may poffibly beget a hundred ; but 
we muft do as well as we can. Captain 
Bejfus, when he had fifty challenges to 
anfwer, protefted he could not fight above 
three duels a day. If the pretender Jhould 
fail (fays the writer) the French king has 
in his quiver a fuccejfion of thetn\ the 
ducbefs of Savoy, orherfons, or the dau- 
phin her grandfon. Let me fuppofethe 

chevalier 
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chevalier de St. George to be dead; the 
duchefs of Savoy will then he a. pretender, 
and confequendy muft leave her hufband, 
becaufe his royal highnefs (for Mr. Steele 
has not yet acknowledged him for a king) 
is in alliance with her britijh majefty ; her 
fons, when they grow pretender s, muft 
undergo the fame fate. But I am at a lofs 
how to difpofe of the dauphin, if he hap- 
pen to be king oi France before the pretend 
derjhip to Britain falls to his fliare; for I 
doubt he will never be perfuaded to remove 
out of his own kingdom, only becaufe it 
;s too near England. > 

. But the duke ©/"Savoy did y fome years ago. 
put in his claim to the crown of England 
in right of his wife ; and he is a prince of 
great capacity finjlricl alliance withFraace, 
and may therefore very well add $0 our 
fears of a popijhfuceeffor. Is it the fault 
of the prefent, or of any miniftry, that this 
prince put in his claim? muft we give 
him opium to deftroy his capacity? or can 
we prevent his alliance with any prince,- 
who is in peace with her majefty ? Muft 
we fend to ftab or poifon all the popijh 
princes, who have any pretended tide to 

E 3 our 
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our crown by the proximity of blood? 
What, in the name of God, can thefe 
people drive at? what is it they demand? 
Suppofe the prefent dauphin were now a 
man, and king of France, and next popi/b 
heir to the crown of England; is he not 
excluded by the laws of the land? But what 
regard will he have to our laws ? I an-* 
fwer ; hath not the Queen as good a title 
to the crown of France ? and how is {he 
excluded, but by their law againft the 
fucceffion of females, which we are not 
bound to acknowledge? And is it not in 
our power to exclude female fucceflbrs, 
as well as in theirs? If foch a pretence ihall 
prove the caufe of a war, what human 
power can prevent it ? But our caufe muft • 
neceflarily be good and righteous; for 
either, the kings of England have been 
tmjuftly kept out of the poneffion of 
France, or the dauphin, although neareft 
of kin, can have no legal tide to England* 
And he muft be an ill prince indeed) who 
will not have the hearts and hands of nine- 
ty nine in an hundred among his fubje&s 
againft fuch upopijb pretender, 

1 have been the longer in anfwering the 

feventh 
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ieventh queftion, becaufe it led me to con- 
fvdcr all he had afterwards to iky upon 
the fubjecT: of the pretender. — Eighthly, 
and laftly, he afks himfelf, whether pope- 
ry and ambition are become tame and quiet 
neighbours t In this I can give him no fa- 
tisfa&ion, becaufe I never was in that 
ftreet where they live ; nor do I converfe 
with any of their friends ; only I find they 
are perlbns of a very evil reputation. But 
I am told for certain, that ambition hath 
removed her lodging, and lives the very 
next door to fa&ion, where they keep 
fuch a racket, that the whole parifh is 
difturbed, and every night in an uproar. 

Thus much in anfwer to thofe eight 
uneafy queftions put by the author to him- 
felf in order to fatisfy every Briton, and 
give him an occafion of taking an impar- 
tial view of the affairs ^Europe in general, 
as well as of Great Britain in particular. 

After enumerating the great aclions of 
the confederate armies under the com- 
mand of prince Eugene and the duke of 
Marlborough, Mr. Steele obferves, in the 
bittcrnefs of his foul, that the britifh ge- 
neral, however unaccountable it may be to 

E 4. $ojUrVtj % 
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pofterity, was net permitted to enjoy the 
fruits of his glorious' labour. Ten years 
fruits^ it feems, were not fufHcient, and 
yet they were the fruitfullejl campaigns 
that ever any general cropt. However, I 
cannot but hope, that pofterity will not 
be left in the dark, but fome care taken 
both of her majefty's glory, and the re^- 
putation of thofe fhe employs. An inw 
partial hiftorian may tell the world (and 
tJie next age will eafily believe what it 
continues to feel) that the avarice and am-r 
bition of a few factious infolent fubje&$ 
had almoft deftroyed their country by 
continuing a ruinous war in conjunction 
with allies, for whofe fakes principally we 
fought, who refuted to bear their juft pro- 
portion of the charge, and were connived 
at in their refufal, for private ends: that 
tliefe factious people treated the beft and 
kindeft of fovercigns with infolence, crucl-r 
ty, and ingratitude (of which he will be 
able to produce feveral inftances) that 
they encouraged perfons and principles 
alien from our religion and government 
in order to ftrengthen their faction: he 
will tell the reafons, why the general and 
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fiirft minifler were {educed to be heads of 
this faction, contrary to the opinions they 
had always profefled. Such an hiftorian 
will (hew many reafons, which made it 
neceflary to remove the general and his 
friends, who, knowing the bent of the 
nation was againft them, expected to lofe 
their power when the war was at an end. 
Particularly, the hiftorian will difcover the 
whole intrigue of the duke of Marlbo- 
rough's endeavouring to procure a com- 
miiTion to be general for life*\ wherein 
juftice will be done to a perfon at that 
time of high ftation in the law, who (I 
mention it to his honour) advifed the duke, 
when he was confulted upon it, not to 
accept of fuch a comtniffwn. By thefe 
and many other inftances, which time will 
bring to light, it may perhaps appear not 
very unaccountable to pofterity, why this 
great man was difmiffed at laft ; but rather 
why he was difmiiTed no (boner. 

But this is entering into a wide field; 
I (hall therefore leave pofterity to the in- 
formation of better hiftorians than the au- 
thor of the crifisf or myfelf ; and go on 

? See the Efcamincr N* 19, and the fubfequent papers. 

to 
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to inform the prcfent age in fame facts, 
which this great orator and politician thinks 
fit to rnifireprefent with the utmoft degree 
either of natural or wilful ignorance. He 
aflefts, that in the duke of Ormonde % 
campaign) after a fufyenfion of arms be- 
tween Great Britain and France proclaim* 
ed at the head of the armies^ the brirjfh 
troops in the mid (I of the enemy s garri- 
forts withdrew them/elves from their con" 
federates. The fact is directly otherwife; 
for the britijb troops were moft infamous- 
ly deferted by the confederates, after all 
that could be ufged by the duke of Or- 
monde and the earl of Strafford to prefs 
the confederate generals not to foriake 
them. The duke was directed to avoid 
engaging in any action, until he had further 
orders, becaufe an account of the king of 
Spain's renunciation was every day expect- 
ed : this the Imperialifts and Dutch knew 
well enough j and therefore propofed to the 
duke in that very juncture to engage the 
French, for no other reafon but to render 
defperate all the Queen's meafures to- 
wards a peace. Was not the certain pof- 
fefllon of Dunkirk of equal advantage to' 

the 
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the uncertainty of a battle? A whole cam- 
paign under the duke of Marlborough 
with fuch an acquisition, although at the 
coft of many thoufand lives, and feveral 
millions of money, would have been 
thought very glorioufly ended. 

Neither, after all, was it a new thing 
either in the britijb general or the dutch 
deputies to refufe fighting, when they did 
not approve it. When the duke oft Marl- 
borough was going to inveft Boucbain, the 
deputies of the Jlates prefled him in vain 
to engage the enemy ; and one of them was 
fo far difcontented upon his grace's refufal, 
that he prelently became a partizan of the 
peace; yet I do not remember any cla- 
mour then raited hcreagainft theduke up- 
on that account Again, when the French 
invaded Doway after the confederates had 
deferted the duke of Ormonde, prince 
Eugene was violently bent upon a battle, 
and (aid, they mould never have another 
fo good an opportunity; but monfieur 
, a private deputy rofe up, and op- 
pofed it fo far, that the prince was forced 
to defift. Was it then more criminal in 
the duke of Ormonde to refufe fighting 
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by exprefs command of the Queen, and 
in order to get pofleflionof Dunkirk, than 
for the duke of Marlborough to give the 
fame refufal without any fuch orders, or 
any fuch advantage? or {hall a dutch 
deputy aflume more power than the Queen 
of Great Britain's general,, acting by the 
immediate commands of his fbvereign? 
* The emperor and the empire (fays Mr* 
Steele by way of admiration) continue the 
war! is his imperial majefty able to con- 
tinue it or no? if he be, then Great Bri- 
tain hath teen ftrangely ufed for ten years 
paft: then how came it to pafs, that of 
above thirty thoufand men in his fervice 
in Italy at the time of the battle of Turin y 
there were not above four thoufand paid 
by himfelf ? if he be not able to continue 
it, why does he go on ? The reafbns are clear; 
becaufe the war only affects the princes 
of the empire (whom he is willing enough 
to expofe) but not his own dominions. Be- 
fides, the imperial minifters are in daily 
expectation of the Queen's death, which 
they hope will give a new turn to affairs, 
and rekindle the war in Europe upon the 
old foot; and we know haw the minifters 

of 
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of that court publickly affign it for a rea- 
fon of their obftinacy againft peace, that 
they hope for a fudden revolution in Eng~ 
land. In the mean time this appearance 
of the emperor % being forfaken by his al- 
ly will ferve to increafe the clamour, both 
here and in Holland, againft her majefty 
and thoie fhe employs. 

Mr. Steele lays, there can be no crime 
in affirming (if it be truth) that the houfe 
of Bourbon is at thisjunElure become more 
formidable^and bids fairer for an univerfal 
monarchy and to engrofs the whole trade 
of Europe, than it did before the war. 

No crime in affirming it> if it be truth. 
I will for once allow his proportion. But 
if it be falfe, then I affirm, that whoever 
advanceth fo feditious a falmood de- 
fences to be hanged. Doth he mean by 
the houfe of Bourbon, the two kings of 
France and Spain? If fo, I reject his 
meaning, which would infinuate, that the 
interests and defigns of both thofe princes 
will be the lame ; whereas they are more 
oppofite than thofe of any two other mo- 
narchs in chrijlendom. This is the old 
foolifh {lander fo frequently flung upon 

the 
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the peace, and as frequently refuted. 
Thefe factious undertaken of the prefs 
write with great advantage ; they ftrem*» 
oufly affirm a thoufand falfhoods with-* 
out fear, wit, confidence, or knowledge ; 
and we, who anfwer them, muft be at 
the expence of an argument for each ; 
after which, in the very next pamphlet 
we fee the fame aflertions produced again, 
without the lead notice of what hath been 
{aid to difprove them. By the houfe of 
Bourbon doth he mean only the french 
king for the time being } If fb, and his 
ailertion be true, then that prince mud 
either deal with the devil, or ehe the mo- 
ney and blood ipent in our ten years 
victories againft him might as well have 
continued in the purfes and veins of her 
majefty's fubjects; 

But the particular aflertions of this au- 
thor are eafier detecled than his general 
ones ; I fhall therefore proceed upon ex- 
amining the former. For inftance : I de- 
fire him to afk the Dutch, who can beft 
inform him, why they delivered up Traer- 
bach to the Imperialifts ? for, as to the 
Queen, her majefty was never once con- 
futed 
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fulted in it ; whatever his preceptors, the 
politicians of Buttons coffee-houfe, may 
have informed him to the contrary. 

Mr. Steele affirms, that the French have 
begun the demolition of Dunkirk contemp- 
tuoufiy and arbitrarily tbeir own way. The 
governor of the town, and thofe gentle- 
men intrufted with the infpedion of this 
work, do aflure me, that the fa& is al- 
together other wife; that the method pre- 
scribed by thofe whom her majefty em- 
ploys, hath been exa&ly followed, and 
that the works are already demolifhed. 
I will venture to tell him further, that 
the demolition was fo long deferred in 
order to remove thofe difficulties, which 
the barrier treaty hath put us under ; and 
the event hath (hewn, that it was prudent 
to proceed no fafter, untill thofe difficul- 
ties were got over. The mole and harbour 
could not be deftroyed, until the (hips 
were got out ; which, by reafon of fome 
profound fecrets of ftate, did not happen 
until the other day. Who gave him thofe 
jufl fufpicions, that the mole and harbour 
will never be deftroyed? what is it he 
would Jiow infinuate ? that the miniftry 
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is bribed to leave the moft important part 
of the work undone ; or that the pretender 
is to invade us from thence ; or that the 
Queen hath entered into a confpiracy 
with her fervants to prevent the good ef- 
fects of the peace for no other end, but 
to lofe the affe&ions of her people, and 
endanger herfelf ? 

Inftead of any further information, 
which I could eafily give, but which no 
honeft man can want, I venture to affirm, 
that the mole and harbour of Dunkirk 
will in a fhort time be moft effectually 
deftroyed ; and at the fame time I ven- 
ture to propriety, that neither Mr. Steele, 
nor his fadion will ever confefs they be- 
lieve it. 

After all, it is a little hard, that the 
Queen cannot be allowed to demolifh 
this town in whatever manner fhe pleafes 
to fancy. Mr. Steele muft have it done 
his own way, and is angry the French have 
pretended to do it theirs; and yet he 
wrongs them into the bargain. For my 
•own part, I do ferioufly think the moft 
Cbriftian king to be a much better friend 
of her majefty's than Mr. Steele, or any 

of 
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of his fccKon. Befides, it is to be confi- 
dered, that he is a monarch and a rela- 
tion; and therefore if I were a privy 
counfellor, and my advice to be afked, 
which of thofe two * GENTLEMEN 
BORN mould have the direction in the 
demolition of Dunkirk, I would give it 
for the former ; becaufe I look upon Mr. 
Steele, in quality of a member of his party, 
to be much more fkilful in demolijhing at 
home than abroad. 

There is a prolpedt of more danger to 
the balance of Europe, and to the trade 
of Britain from the emperor over-running 
Italy, than from France over-running the 
empire ; that his imperial majefty enter- 
tains fuch thoughts is viiible to the world: 
and although little can befaid to juftify 
many actions of the frencb king, yet the 
worft of them have never equalled the 
emperor's arbitrary keeping the pofleffion 
of Milan directly contrary to his oath 
and to the exprefs words of the golden bull, 
which oblige him to deliver up every fief 
that falls or elie they muft all in the 
courfe of time lapfe into his own hands. 

* Mr. Steele often ftilcs himfetf fo, 

F \ VJ2& 
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I was at a lofs, who it was that Mr. 
Steele hinted at fome time ago by the 
powerful hand) that deals out crowns and 
kingdoms all around us: I now plainly 
find he meant no other hand but his own. 
He hath dealt out the crown of Spain to 
France ; to France he hath given leave to 
invade the empire next fpring with two 
hundred thoufand men; and now at laft 
he deals to France the imperial dignity ; 
and fo farewell liberty \ Europe will be 
french. But in order to bring all this a- 
bout the capital of Auftria, the refidence 
of his imperial majefly, muft continue to 
be vijited by the plague, of which the em- 
peror muft die, and lb the thing is done. 

Why mould not I venture to deal out 
one fceptre in my turn, as well as Mr. 
Steele? I therefore deal out the empire to 
the elector of Saxony, upon failure of iflue 
to this emperor at his death j provided the 
whigs will prevail on the fon to turn pap0 
to get an empire, as they did upon the 
father to get a kingdom. Or if this prince 
be not approved of, I deal it out in his 
ftead to the elector of Bavaria : and in 
one or the other of thefe I dare engage 

to 
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to have all chrifietidom to fecond me, what- 
ever the fpleen, in the fhape of politicks, 
may didate to the author of the crifa. 

The defign of Mr. Steele in reprefent- 
ing the circumftances of the affairs ^Eu- 
rope is to fignify to the world, that all 
Europe is put in the high road to flavery 
by the corruption of her majefty's prefent 
minifters ; and fo he goes on to Portugal} 
which, having during the war fuf plied 
us with gold in exchange for our woollen 
manufacture, hath only at prefent a fuf- 
penfion of arms for its proteStion, to laft 
no longer than till the Catalonians are 
reduced^ and then the old pretenfions of 
Spain to Portugal will be revived ': and 
Portugal, when once enflaved by Spain 
falls naturally with the red of Europe 
into the gulph of France. In the mean 
time let us fee, what relief a little truth 
can give this unhappy kingdom. That 
Portugal hath yet no more than a fufpen- 
fion of arms they may thank themfelves, 
becaufe they came fo late into the treaty; 
and that they came fo late, they may 
thank the whigs, whofe falfe reprefenta- 
tions they were fo weak to believe. Wcw- 

F 2 ««> 
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ever, the Queen hath voluntarily given 
them a guarantee to defend them againft 
Spain, until the peace {hall be made ; and 
fuch terms after the peace are ftipulated 
for them, as the Portuguefe themfelves are 
contented with. 

Having mentioned the Catalonians, he 
puts the queftion, who can name the Cata- 
lonians without a tear f That can I ; for he 
hath told lb many melancholy ftories with- 
out one fyllable of truth, that he hath 
blunted the edge of my fears, and I (hall 
not be ftartled at the worft he can fey. 
What he affirms concerning the Cataloni- 
ans is included in the following particulars ; 
firft, that they were drawn into the war 
by the encouragement of the maritime pow- 
ers ; by which are underftood England and 
Holland: but he is too good a friend of 
the Dutch to give them any part of the 
blame. Secondly, that they are now aban- 
doned and expofed to the refentment of an 
enraged prince. Thirdly, that they always 
oppq/ed the perfon and intereft of that 
prince^ who is their prefent king. Laftly, 
that the doom is dreadful of thofe, whojhall 
in the fight of God be efieemed their de- 

firoyers. 
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firoyers. And if we interpret the infinu- 
ation he makes, according to his own 
mind, thedeftru&ion of thofe people muft 
be imputed to the prefent miniftry. 

I am fometimes, in charity, difpofed to 
hope, that this writer is not always fenfi- 
ble of the flagrant fa 1 {hoods he utters, but 
is either byafled by an inclination to believe 
the worft, or a want of judgment to chufe 
his informers. That the Catalonians were 
drawn into the war by the encouragement 
of her majejly^ mould not in decency have 
been affirmed until about fifty years hence; 
when it might be fuppofed there would 
be no4mng witnefs left to difprove it. It 
was only upon the afTurances of a revolt 
given by the prince of Hejfe and others, 
and their invitation, that the Queen was 
prevailed with to fend her forces upon 
that expedition. When Barcelona was 
taken by a mod unexpected accident of 
a bomb lighting on the magazine, then 
indeed the Catalonians revolted, having 
before fubmitted and fworn allegiance 
to Philips as much as any other province 
of Spain. Upon the peace between that 
prown and Brit at n % the Queen, in order 

F 3 to 
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to eafe the emperor ', and lave his troops, 
ftipulated with king Philip for a neutrali- 
ty in Italy, and that his imperial majefty 
fhould have liberty to evacuate Catalonia ; 
upon condition of abfolute indemnity to 
the Catalans, with an entire reftitution to 
their honours, dignities, and eftates. As 
this neutrality was never obferved by the 
emperor ', fo he never effectually evacuat- 
ed Catalonia-, for although hefentaway 
the main body, he left behind many of- 
ficers and private men, who now Ipirit 
up and aflift thofe obftinate people to con* 
tinue in their rebellion. It is true indeed 
that king Philip did not abfolutely reftore 
the Catalans to all their old privileges, 
of which they never made other ufe than 
as an encouragement to rebel ; but ad- 
mitted them to the fame privileges with his 
fubjects of Cajtile, particularly to the li- 
berty of trading, and having employments 
in the Wefi-Indies y which they never 
enjoyed before. Befides, the Queen re* 
ferved to herfelf the power of procuring 
farther immunities for them, wherein the 
moft chrifiian king was obliged to fecond 
her ; for his cafho/ick majefty intended no 

more 
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more than to retrench thole privileges, 
under the pretext of which they now re- 
bel, as they had formerly done in favour 
of France. How dreadful then tnufi be 
the doom of thofe, who hindered thefe peo 
pie from fubmitting to the gentle terms 
offered them by their prince ! and who, 
although they be confeious of their own 
inability to furnim one fingle fhip for the 
fupport of the Catalans, are at this inftant 
fpurring them on to their ruin by promifes 
of aid and protection ! 

Thus much in anfwer to Mr. Steele's 
account of the affairs of Europe ; from 
which he deduceth the univerfal monarchy 
of France, and the danger of I know not 
how many popijhfuccejfors to Britain. His 
political reflections are as good as his 
fa&s. We mujl obferve, fays he, that the 
perfon whofeems to be the moft favoured by 
the french king in the late treaties, is the 
duke of Savoy. Extremely right; for 
whatever that prince got by the peace, 
he owes entirely to her majefty, as a juft 
reward for his having been fo firm and 
ufeful an ally ; neither was France brought 
with more difficulty to yield any one point 

F 4 thaxv 
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than that of allowing the duke fuch a 
barrier as the Queen infilled on. 

He is become the moft powerful prince 
in Italy. I had rather fee him fo than the 
emperor. He is fuppofed to have entered 
into afecret and JlriSl alliance with the 
houfe of Bourbon. This is one of thofe 
facTs wherein I am moft inclined to be- 
lieve the author, becaufe it is what he 
muft needs be utterly ignorant of, and 
therefore may poflibly be true. 

I thought indeed we fhould be fafe 
from all popifh fucceflbrs as far as Italy, 
becaufe of the prodigious clutter about 
fending the pretender thither. But they 
will never agree where to fix their longi- 
tude. The duke oi Savoy is the more dange- 
rous for removing to Sicily: he adds to our 
fears for being too near. So whether France 
conquer Germany, or be in peace and good 
underjlanding with it, either event will 
put us and Holland at the mercy of France, 
which hath a quiver full of pretenders at 
its back, whenever the chevalier fhall die. 

This was juft the logick of poor prince 
Butler, afplenetick mad man, whom every 
body may remember about the town. 

Prince 
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Prince Pampbilio in Italy employed emif- 
faries to torment prince Butler here. But 
what if prince Pampbilio die? Why then 
he had left in his will, that his heirs and 
executors torment prince Butler for ever. 
I cannot think it a misfortune what 
Mr. Steele affirms, that treafonable books 
lately difperfed among us, fir thing appa- 
rently at the Hanover fuccejfion, bavepajf- 
ed almofi without obferuation from the gene- 
rality of the people ; becaufe it feems a cer- 
tain fign, that the generality of the people are 
well difpofed to that illuftrious family: 
but I look upon it as a great evil, to fee fe- 
ditious books difperfed among us, appa- 
rently firiking at the QU E E N and her ad- 
miniftration, at the conftitution in church 
and ftate, and at all religion ; yet pajftng 
without observation from the generality of 
thofe in power : but whether this remifs- 
nefs may be imputed to White-hall, or 
Weftminfier-hall, is other mens bufinefs 
to enquire. Mr. Steele knows in his con- 
fidence, that the Queries concerning the 
pretender ifiiied from one of his own party. 
And as for the poor nonjuring-clergyman, 
who was truftcd with committing to the 

prefs 
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prefs a late bockon tbefubjeEl of hereditary 
tighty by a ftrain of the fummum jus 
he is now, as I am told, with half a fcore 
children, ftarving and rotting among 
thieves and pick pockets in the common 
room of a ftinking jail *. I have never 
ieen either the book or the publisher; 
however, I would fain afk one Jingle per- 
fin f in the world a queftion ; why he 
hath fo often drank the abdicated king's 
health upon his knees? But the tran- 
sition is natural and frequent, and I fhall 
not trouble him for an anfwer. 

It is the hardeft cafe in the world, that 
Mr. Steele mould take up the artificial 
reports of his own faction, and then put 
them off upon the world as additional 
fears of a popijh fuccejfor. I can allure 
him, that no good fubject, of the Queen 
is under the leaft concern, whether the 
pretender be converted or no, farther than 
their wifhes that all men would embrace 
the true religion. But, reporting back- 
wards and forwards upon this point helps 
to keep up the noife, and is a topick for 

* Upon his conviftion he years. 
was committed to the Mar- t Parktr y afterward lord 

Jbalfta, and at his fentenoe, to chancellor, 
tat Sfyten's-Boub for three Wilt 




OF THE WHIGS. 7$ 

Mr. Steele to enlarge himfelf upon, by 
fhewing how little we can depend on 
fuch converfions, by collecting a lift of 
popi/b cruelties, and repeating after him- 
felf and the bifhop of Sarum the difmal 
effects likely to follow upon the return 
of that fuperftition among us. 

But as this writer is reported by thofe 
who know him to be what the French 
caWjournalier, his fear and courage operat- 
ing according to the weather in our un- 
certain climate; I am apt to believe the 
two laft pages of his crifis were written 
on zfun-Jhine day. This I gueis from 
the general tenor of them, and particular- 
ly from an unwary aflertion, which, if he 
believes as firmly as I do, will at once 
overthrow all his foreign and domeftick 
fears of a popifh fucceffor. As divided a 
people as we are, thofe who Jland for the 
boufe of Hanover are INFINITELY 
fuperior in number, wealthy courage, and 
all arts military and civil, to thofe in the 
contrary inter eft ; befides which we have 
the laws, I fay, the laws on our fide. The 
laws, I fay, the laws. This elegant re- 
petition is, I think, a little out of place; 

for 
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for the ftrefs might better have been laid 
upon fo great a majority of the nation; 
without which I doubt the laws would 
be of little weight, although they be 
very good additional fecurities. And if 
what he here afierts be true, as it certain- 
ly is, although he aflert it (for I allow 
even the majority of his own party to 
be againft the pretender) there can be 
no danger of a popifh fucceflbr, except 
from the unreafonable jealoufies of the 
befi among that party, and from the ma- 
lice, the avarice, or ambition of theworfi; 
without which Britain would be able to 
defend her fucceflion againft all her ene- 
mies both at home and abroad. Moft of 
the dangers from abroad, which he enu- 
merates as the confequences of this very 
bad peace made by the Queen, and ap- 
proved by parliament, muft have fubfift- 
ed under any peace at all ; unlefs, among 
other proje&s equally feaiible, we could 
have ftipulated to cut the throats of every 
popifh relation to the royal family. 

Well, by this author's own confeflion 
a number infinitely fuperior, and the beft 
circumftantiated imaginable, are for the 

fuccejpon 
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Jucceffion in the houfe of Hanover, This 
Jucceffion is eftablifhed, confirmed, and fe- 
cured by feveral laws ; her majefty's repeat- 
ed declarations, and the oaths of all her 
fubje&s, engage both her and them to 
preferve what thofe laws have fettled. This 
is a fecurity indeed, & fecurity adequate at 
leaft to the importance of the thing; and 
yet, according to the whig-fcheme, as de- 
livered to us by Mr. Steele and his coadju- 
tors, is altogether infufficient ; and the 
fucceflion will be defeated, the pretender 
brought in, and popery eftablifhed among 
us, without the farther afliftance of this 
writer and his faction. 

And what fecurities have our adveriaries 
fubftituted in the place of thefe? A club 
of politicians, where Jenny Man prefides; 
A crifis written by Mr. Steele \ a confede- 
racy of knavifh ftock jobbers to ruin 
credit; a report of the QuEEN'sdeath; an 
effigies of the pretender run twice through 
the body by a valiant peer; a (peech 
by the author of the crifis ; and, to fum 
up all, an unlimited freedom of reviling 
her majefty and thofe fhe employs. 

I have now rinifhed the moft difguftful 
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talk that ever I undertook* I could with 
more eafe have written three dull pam- 
phlets, than remarked upon the falfhoods 
and abfurdities of one. But I was quite 
confounded laft Wednefday y when the 
printer came with another pamphlet in 
his hand written by the fame author, and 
entitled, the englijhman> being the clofe of 
the paper fo called, etc. He defired I 
would read it over, and confider it in a 
paper by itfelf ; which laft I abfolutely re- 
iufed. Upon perufal I found it chiefly an 
inve&ive againft Toby, the miniftry, the 
examiner, the clergy, the Queen, and 
the pojl-boy ; yet at the fame time with 
great juftice exclaiming againft thofe, who 
prefumed to offer the leaft word againft 
the heads of that fa&ion whom her ma- 
jefty difcarded. The author likewife pro- 
pofeth an equal divijion of favour and em- 
ployments between the whigs and tories '■, 
for if the former can have no part or por- 
tion * in David, they dejire no longer to be 
his fubjeSts. He infills, that her majefty 
bath exaclly followed Monfieur Tughe's 

* What portion have we in David? 

memorial 
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memorial * again/} dtmolifhing of Dun- 
kirk. He reflects with great fatisfa&ion 
on the good already done to his country by 
the criiis. Non nobis, domine, non nobis, 

etc. He gives us hopes that he will 

leave off writing, and confult bis own quiet 
andhappinefs ; and concludes with a letter 
to a friend at court. I fuppofe by the 
ftyle of old friend, and the like, it muft 
be fome body there of his own level ; a- 
mong whom his party have indeed more 
friends than I could wifli. In this letter 
he afferts, that the prefent miniilers were 
not educated in the church of England, 
but are new converts from prefbytery. Up- 
on which I can only reflect, how blind 
the malice of that man muft be, who in- 
vents a groundlefs lie in order to defame 
his fuperiors, which would be no difgrace 
if it had been a truth. And he concludes 
with making three demands, for the fa- 
tisf action of himfelf and other malecon- 

* " Tughe was deputed by " thunderbolts to fill only on 

** the magiftrates of Dunkirk " the martial works, and to 

** to intercede with theQueen, " fpare the moles and dykes, 

«' that (he would recall part " which in their naked con- 

" of her fentence concerning " dition could be no more 

«* Dunkirk, by caufing her " than objedU of pity." 

tent*. 
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tents. Firft, the demolition of the harbour 
^"Dunkirk. Secondly, that Great-Britain 
and France would heartily join againft the 
exorbitant power of the duke of Lorrain, 
and force the pretender from his arylum 
at Bar le Due. Laftly, that his electoral 
highnels o^Hanover would be fo grateful 
tofignify to all the world the perfect good 
under/landing be bath with the court of 
England, in as plain terms as her majefly 
was pleafed to declare Jbe had with that 
boufe on her part. 

As to the firft of thefe demands I will 
venture to undertake it fhall be granted ; 
but then Mr. Steele and his brother male- 
contents muft promife to believe the thing 
is done, after thofe employed have made 
their report ; or elfe bring vouchers to 
dhprove it. Upon the fecond; I cannot 
tell whether her majefty will engage in a 
war againft the duke of Lorrain to force 
him to remove /^pretender; but I believe 
if the parliament fhould think it neceflary 
to addrefs upon fuch an occafion, the 
Queen will move that prince to fend 
him away. His laft demand, offered un- 
der the title of a wife, is of fo infolent and 

feditious 
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feditious a (bain, that I care not to touch 
it. Here he directly chargeth her majefty 
with delivering a fahhood to her parlia- 
ment from the throne; and declares he 
will not believe her, untill the ele&or of 
Hanover himfelf fhall vouch for the truth 
of what {he hath fo folemnly affirmed. 

I agree with this writer, that it is an 
idle thing in his antagonifts to trouble 
themfelves upon the articles of bis birtb, 
education, or fortune ; for whoever writes 
at this rate of his fovereign, to whom he 
owesfo many perfbnal obligations, I fhould 
never enquire whether hebeaGENTLE- 
M AN BORN, but whether he be a HU- 
MAN CREATURE. 
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To this Traft and the Examiners, which make 
Vol. V. of the irijb edition, there is a preface in the 
name of the publiflier, which lord Orrery afcribes to 
Swift for no other apparent reafon, than to accufe 
him of praifing himfelf ; but befides the incorrednefs 
of the ftyle which his lordfhip fuppofes to be affe&ed, 
there is an aflertion that thefe papers produced the 
change in the queen's miniftry, which even in his 
lordlhip's opinion they were written to defend, and to 
which they appear by their date as well as tenor to be 
fubfequent\ an abfurdity of which Swift, even in 
the character of a publifher, cannot be fuppofed to 
have been guilty. 
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I Cannot fufficiently admire the induftry 
of a fort of men, wholly out of favour 
with the prince and people, and openly 
profeffing a feparate intereft from the bulk 
of the landed men, who yet are able to 
raife at this jun&ure fo great a clamour 
againft a peace, without offering one fingle 
reafon, but what we find in their ballads. 
I lay it down for a maxim, that no rea- 
sonable man, whether whig or tory y (fincc 
it is neceflary to ufe thole foolifh terms) 
can be of opinion for continuing the war 
upon the foot it now is, unlefs he be a 
gainer by it, or hopes it may occafion fbme 
new turn of affairs at home to the advan- 
tage of his party ; or, laftly, unlefs he be 
very ignorant of the kingdom's condition, 
and by what means we have been reduced 
to it. Upon the two firft cafes, where 
intereft is concerned, I have nothing to 
fay : but as to the laft, I think it highly 
neceflary that the publick mould be freely 
and impartially told what circumftances 
they are in, after what manner they 
have been treated by thofe, whom they 

G 3 trufted 
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trufted fo many years with the difpofal oi 
their blood and treafure, and what the 
confequences of this management are like 
to be upon themfelves and their pofterity. 
Thofe who either by writing or dtf- 
courfe have undertaken to defend the 
proceedings of the late miniftry in the 
management of the war, and of the treaty 
at Gertruydenburgby have fpent time in 
celebrating the conduct and valour of our 
leaders and their troops, in fumming up 
the vi&ories they have gained, and the 
towns they have taken. Then they tell 
us, what high articles were infilled on by 
our minifters and thofe of the confede- 
rates, and what pains both were at in 
perfuading France to accept them. But 
nothing of this can give the leaft fatisfac- 
tion to the juft complaints of the king- 
dom. As to the war our grievances are, 
that a greater load has been laid on us 
than was either juft or neceffary, or than 
we have been able to bear ; that the 
grofleft impoftions have been fubmitted 
to for the advancement of private wealth 
and power, or in order to forward the 
more dangerous defigns of a faclion, to 

both 




PREFACE. g 7 

both which a peace would have put an 
cod ; and that the part of the war which 
was chiefly our province, which would 
have been moft beneficial to us, and de- 
ftrudive to the enemy, was wholly neg- 
leded. As to a peace, we complain of 
being deluded by a mock*treaty\ in which 
thofe who negotiated took care to make 
fuch demands as they knew were im- 
pofBble to be complied with ; and there- 
fore might fecurely prefs every article as 
if they were in earneft. 

Thefe are fome of the points I defign 
to treat of in the following difcourfe ; with 
feveral others which I thought it neceflary 
at this time for the kingdom to be inform- 
ed of. I think I am not miftaken in thofe 
fa£ts I mention ; at leaft not in any circum- 
ftance fb material as to weaken the con- 
fequences I draw from them. 

After ten years wars with perpetual 
fuccefs, to tell us it is yet impoflible to 
have a good peace is very furprizing, and 
feems fb different from what hath ever 
happened in the world before, that a man 
of any party may be allowed fufpe&ing, 
that we have been either ill ufed, or have 

G 4 TOR. 
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not made the moft of our victories, and 
might therefore defire to know where 
the difficulty lay. Then it is natural to 
enquire into our prefent condition ; how 
long we fhall be able to go on at this rate; 
what the confequences may be upon the 
prefent and future ages ; and whether a 
peace without that impracticable point, 
which fome people do fo much infill on, 
be really ruinous in itfelf, or equally fo 
with the continuance of the war. 
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THE motives that may engage a wife 
prince or ftate in war, I take to be 
one or more of thefe : either to check the 
overgrown power of feme ambitious neigh- 
bour ; to recover what hath been unjuftly 
taken from them; to revenge feme injury 
they have received (which all political ca~ 



* Thii was written prepa- 
ratory to the peace which the 
minifters were then concert- 
ing, and which was after- 
wards pcrfeded at Utrtcht. 

Orrery. 

This tra&, and remarks on 



the barrier treaty, contain the 
principal fa£b which the au- 
thor of John Bull has thrown 
into allegory ; and greatly il- 
luftrates that piece, of which 
indeed it is poffible they were 
the ground work* 

Cuifta 
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fuifts allow;) to aflift fome ally in a juft 
quarrel; or laftly, to defend themfelves 
when they are invaded. In all thefe cafes 
the writers upon politicks admit a war to 
be juftly undertaken. The laft is what 
hath beenufually called fro arts et focis; 
where no expence or endeavour can be 
too great, becauie all we have is at Make, 
and confequently our utmoft force to be 
exerted ; and the difpute is foon determin- 
ed either in fafety or utter deftruction. 
But in the other four I believe it will be 
found, that no monarch or commonwealth 
did ever engage beyond a certain degree; 
never proceeding fo far as to exhauft the 
ftrength and fubftance of their country by 
anticipations and loans, which in a few 
years muft put them in a worfe condi- 
tion, than any they could reafonably appre- 
hend from thofe evils, for the preventing 
of which they flrft entered into the war; 
becaufe this would be to run into real in- 
fallible ruin, only in hopes to remove what 
might perhaps but appear fo by a proba- 
ble (peculation. 

And as a war fhould be undertaken 
upon a juft and prudent motive, fo it is 

ftill 
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itill more obvious, that a prince ought 
maturely to confider the condition he is 
in, when he enters on it; whether his 
coffers be full, his revenues clear of debts, 
his people numerous and rich by a long 
peace and free trade, not over-prefled 
with many burthenfome taxes; no vio- 
lent fadion ready to difpute his juft pre- 
rogative, and thereby weaken his authority 
at home, and leflen his reputation abroad. 
For, if the contrary of all this happen to 
be his cafe, he will hardly be perfuaded 
to difturb the world's quiet and his own, 
while there is any other way left of pre- 
ferving the latter with honour and fafety. 
Supposing the war to have commenced 
upon a juft motive; the next thing to be 
confidered is, when a prince ought in 
prudence to receive the overtures of a 
peace; which I take to be, either when 
the enemy is ready to yield the point origi- 
nally contended for ; or when that point 
•is found impoflible to be ever obtained ; 
or when contending any longer, although 
with probability of gaining that point at 
laft, would put fuch a prince and his 
people in a worfe condition than the pre- 

fent 
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fent lofs of it. All which considerations 
arc of much greater force, where a war is 
managed by an alliance of many confe- 
derates, which in the variety of interests 
among the feveral parties is liable to ib 
many unforefeen accidents. 

In a confederate war it ought to be con- 
fidered, which party has the deepeft fhare 
in the quarrel: for although each may 
have their particular reafons, yet one or 
two among them will probably be more 
concerned than the reft, and therefore 
ought to bear thegreateft part of the bur- 
then in proportion to their ftrength. For 
example: two princes may be competitors 
for a kingdom, and it will be your intereft 
to take the part of him, who will probably 
allow you good conditions of trade, rather 
than of the other, whopoflibly may not. 
However, that prince whofe caufe you e- 
ipoufe, although never fo vigoroufly, is 
the principal in that war, and you proper- 
ly fpeaking are but a fecond. Or a com- 
monwealth may lie in danger to be over- 
run by a powerful neighbour, which in 
time may produce very bad confequences 
upon your trade and liberty : it is there- 
fore 
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fore neceflary , as well as prudent, to lend 
them afliftance, and help them to win a 
ftrong fecure frontier ; but as they muft 
in courfe be the firft and greateft fuffer- 
ers; fo injuftice they ought to bear the 
greater); weight If a houfe be on fire, it 
behoves all in the neighbourhood to run 
with buckets to quench it ; but the owner 
is fare to be undone firft; and it is not 
impoflible, that thole at next door may 
efcape by a mower from heaven, or the 
ftillnefs of the weather, or fome other fa- 
vourable accident. 

But if an ally, who is notfo immediately 
concerned in the good or ill fortune of 
the war, be fo generous as to contribute 
more than the principal party, and even 
more in proportion to his abilities, he 
ought at leaft to have hisfhare in what is 
conquered from the enemy j or, if his 
romantick difpoiition transport him fofar 
as to expect little or nothing from this, he 
might however hope, that the principals 
would make it up in dignity and refped ; 
and he would furely think it monftrous to 
find them intermeddling in his domeftick 
affaire, prefcribing whatfervants hsftio\i\& 
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keep or difmifs, preffing him perpetually 
with the moil unreafbnable demands, and 
at every turn threatning to break the alli- 
ance if he will not comply. 

From thefe reflections upon war in gene- 
ral, I defcend toconfider thofe wars wherein 
Englandhath been engaged fince the con- 
quer!:. In the civil wars of the Barons, as 
well as thofe between the houfes of York 
and Lancajler, great deftruction was made 
of the nobility and gentry ; new families 
raifed and old ones extinguifhed ; but 
the money (pent on both fides was em- 
ployed and circulated at home ; no pub- 
lick debts contracted; and a very few 
years of peace quickly fet all right again. 

The like may be affirmed even of that 
unnatural rebellion againft king Charles 
I. The ufurpers maintained great armies 
in conftant pay, had almoft continual 
war with Spain or Holland '; but manag- 
ing it by their fleets, they increafed very 
much the riches of the kingdom, inftead 
of exhaufting them. 

Our foreign wars were generally againft 
Scotland or France', the firft being in this 
ifland carried no money out of the king- 
dom, 
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dom, and were feldom of long continu- 
ance. During our firft wars with Frame 
we poflefled great dominions in that coun- 
try, where we preferved fome footing 
till the reign of queen Mary, and al- 
though fbme of our later princes made 
very chargeable expeditions thither, a fub- 
fidy and two or three fifteenths cleared 
all the debt. Befides, our victories were 
then of fome ufe as well as glory ; for 
we were fo prudent to fight, and (o happy 
to conquer, only for ourfelves. 

The Dutch wars in the reign of king 
Charles II. although begun and carried on 
under a very corrupt adminiftration, and 
much to the diihonour of the crown, did 
indeed keep the king needy and poor by 
difcontinuing or difcontcnting his parlia- 
ment, when he moft needed their afliftance ; 
but neither left any debt upon the nation, 
nor carried any money out of it. 

At the revolution a general war broke 
out in Europe, wherein many princes 
joined in alliance againft France to check 
the ambitious defigns of that monarch ; 
and here the emperor, the Dutch, and 
England were principals. Abqut this time. 
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die cuftom firft began among us of bor- 
rowing millions upon funds of intereft. It 
was pretended, that the war could not 
poffibly laft above one or two campaigns ; 
and that the debts contracted might be 
eafily paid in a few years by a gentle tax, 
without burthening the fubjed. But the 
true reafon for embracing this expedient 
was the fecurity of a new prince not firm- 
ly fettled on the throne. People were 
tempted to lend by great premiums and 
large intereft; and it concerned them 
nearly topreferve that government, which 
they had trufted with their money. The 
perfbn * faid to have been author of fo 
deteftable a project, lived to fee fome of 
its fatal confequences, whereof his grand- 
children will not fee an end. And this 
pernicious counfel clofed very well with 
the pofture of affairs at that time : for a 
fet of upftarts, who had little or no part 
in the revolution, but valued themfelves 
upon their noife and pretended zeal when 
the work was over, were got into credit 
at court by the merit of becoming under- 
takers and projectors of loans and funds : 

* DoAor Burnet bifhop of Scrum. 

thefe 
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thefe finding, that the gentlemen of eftates 
were not willing to come into their mea- 
fures, fell upon thofe new fchemes of raif- 
ing money, in order to create a moneyed 
intereft that might in time vie with the 
landed, and of which they hoped to be 
at the head. 

The ground of the firft war for ten 
years after the revolution, as to the part 
we had in it, was to make France ac- 
knowledge the late king and to recover 
Hud/on s Bay. But during that whole 
war the fea was almoft entirely neglected, 
and the greateft part of fix millions an- 
nually employed to enlarge the frontier 
of the Dutch. For the king was a general, 
but not an admiral ; and although king 
of England, was a native of Holland, 

After ten years fighting to little pUr- 
pofe, after the lofs of above a hundred 
thoufand men, and a debt remaining of 
twenty millions, we at length hearkened 
to the terms of peace, which was conclud- 
ed with great advantages to the empire and 
Holland^ but none at all to us; and 
clogged foon after with the famous treaty 
of partition, by which Naples^ Sicily, ocA 
H Lorrom 
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Lorrain were to be added to the French 
dominions; or if that crown fhould think 
fit to fet afide the treaty upon the Spa- 
niards refufing to accept it, as they de- 
clared they would to the feveral parties 
at the very time of tranfa&ing it, then 
the French would have pretentions to the 
whole monarchy. And fo it proved in the 
event ; for the late king of Spain, reckon- 
ing it an indignity to have his territories 
cantoned out into parcels by other princes 
during his own life and without his con- 
fent, rather chofe to bequeath the mo- 
narchy entire to a younger (on of France; 
and this prince was acknowledged for king 
of Spain both by us and Holland. 

It mull be granted, that the counfels 
of entring into this war were violently 
oppofed by the church-party, who firft 
advifed the late king to acknowledge the 
duke of Anjou\ and particularly it is 
affirmed, that a certain * great per/on, 
who was then in the church intereft, told 
the king in November 1701, that fince 
his majefty was determined to engage in a 
war fo contrary to his private opinion, he 

> :E*il of GuMpbin. 

could 
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could ferve him no longer, and according-* 
ly gave up his employment; although 
he happened afterwards to change hid 
mind, when he was to be at the head of 
the treafury, and have the fole manage- 
ment of affairs at home, while thole 
abroad were to be in the hands of + one> 
whofe advantage by all forts of ties he 
was engaged to promote. 

The declarations of war againft France 
and Spain made by us and Holland are 
dated within a few days of each other. In 
that publifhed by the jlates they fay very 
truly, that they are near eft and moft ex- 
pofedto the fire ; that they are blocked up on 
all fides, and actually attacked by the kings 
of France and Spain; that their declara- 
tion is the effect of an urging and pr effing 
necefftty; with other eXpreffions to the 
fame purpofe. They defire the afftfiance 
of all kings and princes ■, etc* The grounds 
of their quarrel with France are fuch as 
only affedl themfelves, or at leaft more 
immediately than any other prince or 
ftate; fuch as, the French refufing to grant 
the tariff promifed by the treaty <j/"Ryfwick; 

t Duke of Marlbtrtugh. 

H o, tU 
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the loading the Dutch inhabitants fettled 
in France with excejftve duties, contrary to 
the/aid treaty ; the violation of the partition 
treaty by the French accepting the king of 
Spain V will, and threatning the ftates if 
they would not comply \ the feizing the 
Ipanifh Netherlands by the french troops^ 
and turning out the Dutch, who by per- 
tnijfion of the late king of Spain were in 
garrifon there, by which means that repub- 
lick was deprived of her barrier contrary 
to the treaty 0/* partition, where it was 
particularly fiipulated, that the fpanifh 
Netherlands fhould be left to the archduke. 
They alledged, that the french king go- 
verned Flanders as his own, although un- 
der the name of his grandfon, and fent 
great numbers of troops thither to fright 
them*; that he had feized the city and 
citadel of Liege; had poffeffed himfelf of 
fever al places in the archbijhoprick of ^ Co- 
logne, and maintained troops in the county 
of Wolfenbuttel, in order to block up the 
Dutch on all fides \ and caufed his refident 
to give in a memorial, wherein he threatned 

• This the author of John Bull calls frighting the children 
out of their bread and butter. 

the 
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the ftates to aSi againfl them if they refuf- 
ed complying with the contents of that me- 
morial. 

The Queen's declaration of war is 
grounded upon the grand alliance, as this 
was upon the unjuft ufurpations and en- 
croachments of the frencb king; whereof 
the inftances produced are, his keeping in 
pojfejjion a great part of the fpaniih do- 
minionsyfeizing Milan and the [pznifhLow- 
countries, making himfelf majler ofCad&Zy 
etc. And injleod of giving fatisfo&ion in 
thefe points y his putting an indignity and 
affront on her majejly and kingdoms by de- 
claring the pretended prince of Wales king 
^/"England, etc. Which laft was the only 
peribnal quarrel we had in the war ; and 
even this was pofitively denied by France, 
that king being willing to acknowledge 
her majefty. 

I think it plainly appears by both de- 
clarations, that England ought no more 
to have been a principal in this war than 
Pru/fia, or any other power, who came 
afterwards into that alliance. Holland 
was flrft in danger, the frencb troops be- 
ing at that time juft at the gates otNime- 

H 3 %uww 
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guen. But the complaints made in our 
declaration do all, except the laft, as 
much or more concern almoft every prince 
in Europe. 

For among the feveral parties who 
came flrft or laft into this confederacy, 
there were few but who in proportion 
had more to get or to lofe, to hope or to 
fear, from the good or ill fuccefs of this 
war than we. The Dutch took up arms 
to defend themfelves from immediate 
ruin ; and by a fuccefsful war, they pro- 
pofed to have a larger extent of country, 
and a better frontier againft Frame. The 
emperor hoped to recover the monarchy of 
Spain or fome part of it for his younger 
fon, chiefly at the expence of us and Hoi-* 
fattd. The king of Portugal had receiv- 
ed intelligence, that Philip defigned to 
renew the old pretentions of Spain upon 
that kingdom, which is furrounded by 
the other on all fides, except towards the 
fea ; and could therefore only be defended 
by maritime powers. This, with the ad- 
vantageous terms offered by king Charles 
as well as by us, prevailed with that 
prince to enter into the alliance. The 

duke 
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duke of Savoys temptations and fears were 
yet greater: the main charge of the war 
on that fide was to be fupplied by Eng- 
land, and the profit to redound to him. 
In cafe Milan fhould be conquered, it 
was ftipulated, that his highnefs fhould 
have the duchy of Montferrat belong- 
ing to the duke of Mantua, the provinces 
of Alexandria and Valencia and Lomel- 
tino, with other lands between the Po 
and the Tanaro, together with the Fi- 
gevenafco, or in lieu of it an equivalent 
out of the province of JVovara, adjoining 
to his own ftate; befides whatever elfe 
could be taken from France on that fide 
by the confederate forces. Then he was 
in terrible apprehenfions of being fur- 
rounded by France, who had fo many 
troops in the Milanefe, and might have 
eafily fwallowed up his whole duchy. 

The reft of the allies came in purely for 
fubfidies, whereof they funk confiderable 
fums into their own coffers, and refilled to 
fend their contingent to the emperor, al- 
ledging their troops were already hired 
by England and Holland. 

Some time after the duke of Anjou% 

H 4. fa.C££X&- 
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fucceeding to the monarchy of Spain, in 
bresLchof tbiepartition treaty, thequeftion 
here in England was, whether the peace 
mould be continued, or a new war be- 
gun. Thofe who were for the former 
alledged the debts and difficulties we la- 
boured under; that both we and the 
Dutch had already acknowledged Philip 
for king of jfyi»#; that the inclinations 
of the Spaniards to the houfe oiAufiria, 
and their averfion from that of Bourbon, 
were not fo furely to be reckoned upon 
as fome would pretend ; that we thought 
it a piece of iniblence as well as injumce 
in the French to offer putting a king upon 
us, and the Spaniards would conceive we 
had as little reafon to force one upon them : 
that it was true, the nature and genius of 
thofe two people differed very much, and 
fo would probably continue to do, as well 
under a king of frencb blood as one of 
Aufirian ; but that if we mould engage 
in a war for dethroning the duke of Anjou, 
we mould certainly effec"t what by the 
progrefs and operations of it we endea- 
voured to prevent, I mean an union of 
intereft and affections between the two 

nations \ 
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nations; for the Spaniards muft of necef- 
fity call in frencb troops to their aifift- 
ance; this would introduce french coun- 
sellors into king Philips court, and this 
by degrees would habituate and recon- 
cile the two nations: that to aflift king 
Charles by englijb and dutch forces would 
render him odious to his new iubjects, who 
have nothing in fo great abomination as 
thofe whom they hold for heretichs\ that 
the French would by this means become 
mailers of the treasures in the Spanijh Weft 
Indies \ that in the laft war, when Spain, 
Cologne, and Bavaria were in our alliance, 
and by a modeft computation brought 
fixty thoufand men into the field againft 
the common enemy ; when Flanders, the 
(eat of war, was on our fide, and his ma- 
jefty, a prince of great valour and conduct, 
at the head of the whole confederate ar- 
my ; yet we had no reafon to boaft of our 
fuccefs; how then mould we be able to 
oppofe France with thofe powers againft 
us, which would carry fixty thoufand men 
from us to the enemy ; and fo make us 
upon the balance weaker by one hundred 
and twenty thoufand men at the begin- 
ning 
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ning of this war, than of that in 1688 ? 

On the other fide thole, whole opinion 
or fome private motives inclined them 
to give their advice for entering into a new 
war, alledged how dangerous it would 
be for England that Philip mould be king 
of Spain ; that we could have no fecuri- 
ty for our trade while that kingdom was 
fubject to a prince of the Bourbon family, 
nor any hopes of preferving the balance 
of Europe, becaufe the grandfather would 
in effect be king, while his grandfbn 
had but the title, and thereby have a bet- 
ter opportunity than ever of purfuing his 
defign for universal monarchy. Thefe 
and the like arguments prevailed ; and fo 
without offering at any other remedy, 
without taking time to confider the confe- 
quences, or to reflect on our own condi- 
tion, we haftily engaged in a war, which 
hath cod us fixty millions; and after re- 
peated as well as unexpected fucce/s in 
arms, hath put us and our pofterity in 
aworfe condition, not only than any of 
our allies, but even our conquered ene- 
mies themielves. 

The part we have acted in the conduct 

of 
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of this whole war, with reference to bur 
allies abroad and to a prevailing faction 
at home, is what I mall now particular- 
ly examine; where, I prefume, it will 
appear by plain matters of fad, that no 
nation was ever fo long or fo icandalouily 
abufed by the folly, the temerity, the 
corruption, and the ambition of its do- 
meftick enemies ; or treated with fo much 
infolence, injuftice, and ingratitude by its 
foreign friends. 

This will be manifeft by proving the 
three following points : 

Firft, that againft all manner of pru- 
dence or common reafon we engaged 
in this war as principals, when we ought 
to have a&ed only as auxiliaries. 

Secondly ', that we (pent all our vigour 
in purraing that part of the war, which 
could leaft anfwer the end we propofed 
by beginning it; and made no efforts at 
all, where we could have moil weakened 
the common enemy, and at the fame 
time enriched ourfelves. 

Laftly y that we fuffered each of our 
allies to break every article in thofe trea- 
ties and agreements by which they were 
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bound, and to lay the burthen upon us. 

Upon the firft of thefe points, that we 
ought to have entered into this war only 
as auxiliaries, let any man reflect upon 
our condition at that time: juft come out 
©f the moft tedious, expenfive, and un- 
foccefsful war that ever England had 
been engaged in *; linking under heavy 
debts of a nature and degree never heard 
of by us or our anceftors; the bulk of 
the gentry and people heartily tired of the 
war and glad of a peace, although it 
brought no other advantage but itfelf ; no 
fudden profped of leflening our taxes, 
which were grown as neceflary to pay our 
debts as to raife armies; a fort of artificial 
wealth of funds and flocks in the hands of 
thofe, who for ten years before had been 
plundering the publick; many corrupti- 
ons in every branch of our government 
that needed reformation. Under thefe 
difficulties, from which twenty years 
peace and the wifeft management could 
hardly recover us, we declare war againft 
France fortified by the acceflion and al- 
liance of thofe powers I mentioned before, 

* I was then lean being Juft come out of a fit of ficknefs. 
Jtbn Built page 98. snft 
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and which in the former war had been 
parties in our confederacy. It is very ob- 
vious, what a change rauft be made in the 
balance by fuch weights taken out of 
our {bale and put into theirs ; fince it was 
manifeft by ten years experience, that 
France without thofe additions of ftrength 
was able to maintain itfelf againft us. So 
that human probability ran with mighty 
odds on the other fide; and in this 
cafe nothing under the mod extreme ne- 
ceflity fhould force any ftate to engage 
in a war. We had already acknowledged 
Philip for king of Spain \ neither does 
the Queen's declaration of war take no- 
tice of the duke of Anjous fucceflion to 
that monarchy as a fubje& of quarrel, but 
tire french king's governing it as if it were 
his own; his feizing Cadiz , Milan, and 
ihcfpanijb Low-countries, with the indig- 
nity of proclaiming the pretender. In all 
which we charge that prince with nothing 
directly relating to us, excepting the laft: 
and this, although indeed a great affront, 
might eafily have been redreffed without 
a war j for the french court declared they 
did not acknowledge the pretender x but on- 
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ly gave him the title of king, which was al- 
lowed XoAuguftus by his enemy of Sweden ', 
who had driven him out of Poland, and 
forced him to acknowledge Stanijlaus. 

It is true indeed, the danger of the 
Dutch by fo ill a neighbourhood in Flan- 
ders might aflecl: us very much in the 
confequences of it ; and the lofs of Spain 
to the houfe of Aufiria, if it mould be 
governed by frencb influence and frencb 
politicks, might in time be very per- 
nicious to our trade. It would therefore 
have been prudent, as well as generous 
and charitable, to help our neighbour; 
and fo we might have done without in- 
juring our felves; for by an old treaty 
with Holland we were bound to affift 
that republick with ten thoufand men, 
whenever they were attacked by the 
French ; whofe troops upon the king of 
Spain 's death taking poffeiTion of Flan- 
ders in right of Philip, and fecuring the 
dutch garrifons till they would acknow- 
ledge him, the Jlates-general by memo- 
rials from their envoy here demanded 
only the ten thoufand men we were oblig- 
ed to give them by virtue of that treaty. 

And 
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And I make no doubt, but the Dutch 
would have exerted themfelves fo vigo- 
roufly, as to be able with that affiftance 
alone to defend their frontiers; or if 
they had been forced to a peace, the Spa- 
niards, who abhor difmembring their mo- 
narchy, would never have fuffered the 
French to poflefs themfelves of Flanders. 
At that time they had none of thofe en- 
dearments to each other, which this war 
hath created ; and whatever hatred and 
jealoufy were natural between the two 
nations would then have appeared. So 
that there was no fort of neceffity for us 
to proceed further, although we had been 
in a better condition. But our politicians 
at that time had other views ; and a new 
war muft be undertaken upon the advice 
of thofe, who with their partizans and 
adherents were to be the fole gainers by 
it. A grand alliance was therefore made 
between the emperor, England, and the 
fiates-general -, by which, if the injuries 
complained of from France were not re- 
medied in two months, the parties con- 
cerned were obliged mutually to affift 
each other with their whole Jtrength* 
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Thus we became parties in a war in 
conjun&ion with two allies, whole {hare 
in the quarrel was beyond all proportion, 
greater than ours. However lean fee no 
reafon from the words of the grand al- 
liance, by which we were obliged to make 
thofe prodigious expences we have fince 
been at. By what I have always heard 
and read, I take the whole firength of a, 
nation, as underftood in that treaty, to be 
the utmoft that a prince can raife annual- 
ly from his fubjeds. If he be forced to 
mortgage and borrow, whether at home 
or abroad, it is not properly (peaking 
his own firength^ or that of the nation, 
but the entire fubftance of particular per- 
ions, which not being able to raife out of 
the annual income of his kingdom, he 
takes upon fecurity, and can only pay 
the intereft. And by this method one 
part of the nation is pawned to the other, 
with hardly a poffibility left of being ever 
redeemed. 

Surely it would have been enough for 
us to have fufpended the payment of our 
debts contracted in the former war; and 
to have continued our land and malt tax, 

with 
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with thofe others, which have fince been 
mortgaged: thefe, with fome additions, 
would have made up fuch a Turn, as with 
prudent management might I fiippofe 
have maintained an hundred thouiand men 
by Tea and land ; a reafonable quota in all 
confcience for that ally, who apprehended 
lead danger, and expe&ed leaft advan- 
tage. Nor can we imagine that either of 
the confederates, when the war began, 
would have been to unreafbnable as to 
refufe joining with us upon fuch a foot, 
and expect that we mould every year go 
between three and four millions in debt 
(which hath been our cafe) becaufe the 
French could hardly have contrived any 
offers of a peace fo ruinous to us as fuch a 
war. Pofterity will be at a lofs to con~ 
ceive, what kind of fpirit could poflefs their 
ancestors, who after ten years fuffering 
by the unexampled politicks of a nation 
maintaining a war by annually pawning 
itfelf j and during a fhort peace, while 
they were looking back with horror on 
the heavy loads of debts they had con* 
traded, univerially condemning thofe per- 
nicious counfels which had occauoned 
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them; racking their invention for fomc 
remedies or expedients to mend their ftiat- 
tered condition; I fay that thefe very 
people, without giving themfelves time 
to breath, fhould again enter into a more 
dangerous, chargeable, and exteniive war 
for the fame or perhaps a greater period 
of time, and without any apparent necef- 
fity. It is obvious in a private fortune, 
that whoever annually runs out, and con* 
tinues the fame expences, muft every year 
mortgage a greater quantity of land than 
he did before; and as the debt doubles 
and trebles upon him, fo doth his inabili- 
ty to pay it By the fame proportion we 
have fuffered twice as much by this laft 
ten years war, as we did by the former; 
and if it were poffible to continue it five 
years longer at the fame rate, it would 
be as great a burthen as the whole twenty. 
This computation being fo eafy and tri- 
vial as it is almoft a fhame to mention it, 
pofterity will think, that thofe who firft 
advifed the war wanted either the fenfe 
or the honefty to confider it 

And as we have wailed our ftrength and 
vital fuhftance in this profufe manner, Co 

we 
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we have fhamefully mifapplied it to ends 
at leaft very different from thofe, for which 
we undertook the War, and often to effect 
others which after a peace we may fevere- 
ly repent. This is the fecond article I pro 
pofed to examine* 

We have now for ten years together 
turned the whole force and expence of the 
war where the enemy was beft able to hold 
us at a bay; where we could propofe no 
manner of advantage to ourfelves; where it 
was highly impoliticly to enlarge our con- 
quefts ; utterly neglecting that part, which 
would have faved and gained us many 
millions, which the perpetual maxims cf 
our government teach us to purfue; which 
would have fooneft weakened the enemy, 
and muft either have promoted a fpeedy 
peace, or enabled us to continue the war. 

Thofe who are fond of continuing the 
war, cry up our conftant fuccefs at a molt 
prodigious rate, and reckon it infinitely 
greater than in all human probability 
we had reafbn to hope. Ten glorious 
campaigns are pafied, and now at lair, 
like the fick man, we are juft expiring with 
all forts of good fymptoms. Did the ad- 

I 2 vifers 
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vifers of this war fuppofe it would con- 
tinue ten years without expecting the 
fuccefs we have had; and yet at the fame 
time determine, that France mud be re- 
duced, and Spain fubdued, by employing 
our whole ftrength upon Flanders? Did 
they believe, the lad war left us in a con- 
dition to furnifh fuch vaft fupplies for lb 
long a period without involving us and 
our pofterity in unextricable debts? If 
after fuch miraculous doings we are not 
yet in a condition of bringing France to 
our terms, nor can tell when we (hall be 
Jo, although we fhould proceed without 
any reverie of fortune; what could we 
lofek for in the ordinary courie of things, 
but a Flanders war of at leaft twenty years 
longer ? Do they indeed think, a town 
taken for the Dutch is a fufficient recom- 
pence to us for fix millions of money ; 
which is of fb little conlequence to deter- 
mine the war, that the French may yet 
hold out a dozen years more, and afford 
a town every campaign at the fame price? 
I fay not this by any means to de- 
trait from the army, or its leaders. Get- 
ting into the enemy's lines, paffing rivers, 

and 
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and taking towns, may be actions at- 
tended with many glorious circumftances : 
but when all this brings no real folid ad- 
vantage to us; when it hath no other end 
than to enlarge the territories of the Dutch, 
and increafe the fame arid wealth of our 
general; I conclude, however it comes 
about, that things are not as they mould 
be; and that furely our forces and money 
might be better employed, both towards 
reducing our enemy, and working out 
fome benefit to our felves. But the cafe 
is ftui much harder; we are deftroying 
many thousand lives, exhaufting our fub- 
ftance, not for our own intereft, which . 
would be but common prudence; not for 
a thing indifferent, which would be fuf- 
ficient folly; but perhaps to our own de- 
ftru&ion, which is perfect madnefs. We 
may live to feel the cffe&s of our own va- 
lour more fenfibly,than all the confequen- 
ces we imagine from the dominions of 
Spain in the duke of Anjou. We have 
conquered a noble territory for the flates y 
that will maintain fufficient troops to de- 
fend itfelf, and feed many hundred thou- 
fand inhabitants ; where all encouragement 

I 3 NN^ 
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will be given to introduce and improve 
manufactures, which was the only advan- 
tage they wanted ; and which, added to 
their flail, induftry, and parfimony, will 
enable them to under-fell us in every mar- 
ket of the world. 

Our fiipply of forty thoufand men ac- 
cording to the firft fHpulation, added to 
the quotas* of the Emperor and Holland, 
which they were obliged to furnifh, would 
have made an army of near two hundred 
thoufand, exclufive of garrifons: enough 
to withftand all the power, that France 
could bring againft it; and we might 
have employed the reft much better both 
for the common cauie and our own ad* 
vantage. 

The war in Spain muft be imputed to 
the credulity of our minifters, who fuf- 
fered themfelves to be perfuaded by the 
imperial court, that the Spaniards were 
fo violently affecled to the houfe of Au- 
-ftria, as upon the firft appearance there 
with a few troops under the archduke 
the whole kingdom would immediately 
revolt. This we tried; and found the 
Empercrto have deceived either us or him- 
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fclf. Yet there we drove on the war at 
a prodigious difadvantage with great 
expence; and by a moft corrupt ma- 
nagement the only * general, who by a 
courfe of conduct and fortune almoft 
miraculous had nearly put us into pofief- 
fion of that kingdom, was left wholly un- 
fupported, expofed to the envy of his ri- 
vals, difappointcd by the caprices of a 
young unexperienced prince under the 
guidance of a rapacious german miniftry, 
and at laft called home in dhcontent. 
By which our armies both in Spain and 
Portugal were made a facrifice to avarice, 
ill conduct, or treachery. 

In common prudence we mould either 
have pufhed that war with the utmoft 
vigour in fo fortunate a juncture, efpecial- 
lyfince the gaining that kingdom was the 
great point, for which we pretended to 
continue the war; or at lead when we 
had founds or made that defign impracti- 
cable, we mould not have gone on in fo 
expenfive a management of it; but have 
kept our troops on the defenfive in Cata- 
hmia y and purfued fome other way more 

* The earl of Peterborough. 
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effectual for diftreffing the common ene- 
my and advantaging ourfelves. 

And what a noble field of honour and 
profit had we before us wherein to employ 
the beft of our ftrength, which againft 
all maxims of britift policy we mflered 
Jo lie wholly neglected! I have fometimes 
wondered how it came to pafs that the 
ftyle of maritime powers, by which our 
allies in a fort of contemptuous manner 
ufually couple us with the Dutch, did ne- 
ver put us in mind of the fea; and while 
ibme politicians were fhewing us the way 
to Spain by Flanders, others to Savoy or 
'Naples, that the Weft-Indies mould ne- 
ver come into their heads. With half the 
charge we have been at, we might have 
maintained our original quota of forty 
thoufand men in Flanders, and at the fame 
time by our fleets and naval forces have 
fo diftrefled the Spaniards in the north 
and fouth feas of America, as to prevent 
any returns of money from thence ex- 
cept in our own bottoms. This is what 
beft became us to do as a maritime power; 
this with any common degree of fuccefs 
would fopn have compelled France to the 

neceflitiea 
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iiecemties of a peace, and Spain to ac- 
knowledge the archduke. But while we 
for ten years have been fquandering away 
our money upon the continent, France 
hath been wifely engrofiing all the trade 
of Peru, going directly with their fhips to 
Lima and other ports, and there receiv- 
ing ingots of gold and filver for french 
goods of little value j which, befides the 
mighty advantage to their nation at pre- 
sent, may divert the channel of that trade 
for the future, (o beneficial to us, who 
ufed to receive annually fuch vaft fums at 
Cadiz for our goods lent thence to the 
fpanijh Weft-Indies. All this we tamely 
few and fuffered without the leaft at- 
tempt to hinder it; except what was per- 
formed by fome private men at Briftol, 
who inflamed by a true fpirit of courage 
and induftry did, about three years ago, 
with a few veflels fitted out at their own 
charge make a moft fuccefsful voyage in- 
to thofe parts j took one of the Aqua- 
pulco (hips, very narrowly mill of the o- 
ther, and are lately returned laden with 
unenvied wealth, to (hew us what might 
have been done with the like manage- 
ment 
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mcnt by a publick undertaking. At leaft 
we might eafily have prevented thofe great 
returns of money to Frame and Spain, 
although we could not have taken itotir- 
felves. And if it be true, as the advocates 
for war would have it, that the French are 
now To impoverifhed, in what condition 
muft they have been if that iflue of wealth 
had been flopped? 

But great events often turn upon very 
(mall circumftances. It was the kingdom's 
misfortune, that the fea was not the duke 
c£ Marlborougb\ element ; otherwife the 
whole force of the war would infallibly 
have been beftowed there infinitely to the 
advantage of his country, which would 
then have gone hand in hand with his own. 
But it is very truly objected, that if we 
alone had made fuch an attempt as this, 
Holland would have been jealous ; or if 
"wt had done it in conjunction with Hol- 
land, the houfe of Jlujlria would have 
been ducontented. This hath been the 
ftyle of late years ; which whoever intro- 
duced among us, they have taught our al- 
lies to {peak after them. Otherwife it 
could hardly enter into any imagination, 

that 
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that while we arc confederates In a war 
with thofe who are to have die whole pro- 
fit, and who leave a double fhare of the 
burthen upon us, we dare not think of 
any deiign (although againft the com- 
mon enemy) where there is the lead pro* 
fpecl: of doing good to our own country, 
for fear of giving umbrage and offence to 
our allies, while we are ruining ourfelves 
to conquer provinces and kingdoms for 
them. I therefore confefs with fhame, 
that this objection is true: for it is veiy 
well known, that while the defignof Mr. 
Hi'lfs expedition * remained a fecret, it 
was fufpe&ed in Holland and Germany 
to be intended againft Peru; whereupon 
the Dutch made every where their publick 
complaints ; and the minifters at Vienna 
talked of it as an infolence in the Queen 
to attempt fuch an undertaking ; which 
although it has failed, partly by the ac- 
cidents of a ftorm,and partly by the ftub- 
bornnefs or treachery of fome in that co- 
lony, for whofe relief and at whofe en- 
treaty it was in fome meafure defigned, is 

* The expedition in 1 7 1 1 , du&ion of Quebec and Canada, 

wherein Sir Hvotndtn Walktr and regaining the Newfound- 

commanded the fleet, and Mr. land fifhery, which the Frtncb 

HMthe had forces for the re- had taken fcwa m&. 
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no objection at all to an entcrprize fo weH 
concerted, and with fuch fair probability 
of fuccefs. 

It was fomething (lingular that xh&fiatet 
fhould exprels their uneafinefs, when they 
thought we intended to make fome at- 
tempt in the fpanijb Weft-Indies; be- 
caufe it is agreed between us, that what- 
ever is conquered there by us or them 
ihall belong to the conqueror; which is 
the only article that I can call to mind in all 
our treaties or ftipulations with any view 
of intereft to this kingdom ; and for that 
very reafon I (uppofe, among others, hath 
been altogether neglected. Let thofe, who 
think this too ievere a reflection, examine 
the whole management of the preient war 
by fea and land, with all our alliances, 
treaties, (lipulations, and conventions, and 
confider whether the whole doth not look, 
as if fome particular care and induftry had 
been ufed to prevent any benefit or advan- 
tage that might poffibly accrue to Britain f 

This kind of treatment from our two 
principal allies hath taught the fame dia- 
led to all the reft ; lb that there is not a 
petty prince whom we half maintain by 
fubfidies and penfions, who is not ready 

upon 
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upon every occafion to threaten us, that he 
Will recall his troops (although they muft 
rob or ftarve at home) if we refufe to com- 
ply with him in any demand, however un- 
reasonable. 

Upon the third head I (hall produce 
fome inftances to /Lew, how tamely we 
have fufiered each of our allies to infringe 
every article in thofe treaties and ftipula- 
tions, by which they were bound ; and to 
lay the load upon us. 

But before I enter upon this, which is 
a large fubjecr, I mall take leave to offer 
a few remarks on certain articles in three 
of our treaties ; which may let us perceive 
how much thofe minifters valued or un- 
derftood the true intereft, fafety, or honour 
of their country. 

We have made two alliances with Por- 
/«£#/, an offenfive and adefeniive : the firft 
is to remain in force only during the pre- 
sent war ; the fecond to be perpetual. In 
the oflenfive alliance xkitEmperor^England 
and Holland are parties with Portugal ; 
in the defensive only we and the States. 

Upon the firft article of the offenfive 
alliance it is to be obferved, that although 
the grand alliance, as I have a\iea.&j fca&, 
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allows England and Holland to poflefs for 
their own whatever each of them {ball 
conquer in thefpani/b Weft-Indies \ yet 
there we are quite cut out by contenting, 
that the archduke fliall poffefs the domi- 
nions of Spain in as full a manner as their 
late king Charles, And what is more re- 
markable, we broke this very article in 
favour of Portugal by rabfequent ftipula- 
dons ; where we agree that king Charles 
(hall deliver up EflramadurOy Vigo^ and 
feme other places to the Portuguese, as 
fbon as we can conquer them from the 
enemy. They, who are guilty of fo much 
felly and contradiction, know beft whether 
it proceeded from corruption or ftupidity. 
By two other articles (befrdes the honour 
of being convoys and guards in ordinary 
to the portuguefe fhifw and coafts) we are 
to guefs the enemy's thoughts, and to take 
the king of Portugal s word whenever he 
hath a fancy that he mail be invaded. 
We are alfo to furnim him with a ftrength 
fuperior to what the enemy intends to in- 
vade any of his dominions with, let that 
be what it will. And until we know what 
die enemy's forces are, his portuguefe m** 
jefty is fole judge what ftrength is fcperior, 
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and what will be able to prevent an inva- 
(Son ; and may fend our fleets whenever 
he pleafes upon his errands to fome of the 
farther parts of the world, or keep them 
attending upon his own coafts till he think 
fit to difmifs them. Thefe fleets muft like- 
wife be fabject in all things not only to 
the king, but to his viceroys, admirals and 
governours in any of his foreign domini- 
ons, when he is in an humour to appre- 
hend an invafion ; which I believe is an 
indignity that was never offered before, ex- 
cept to a conquered nation. 

In die defensive alliance with that 
crown, which is to remain perpetual, and 
where only England and Holland are par- 
ties with them, the fame care in almoft 
the fame words is taken for our fleet to 
attend their coafts and foreign dominions, 
and to be under the fame obedience. We 
and the Jtates arelikewife tofurnifh them 
with twelve thoufand men at our own 
charge, which we are conftantly to recruit ; 
and thefe are to be fubjedt to thepor/ugue/e 
generals. 

In the offenfive alliance we took no 
care of having the affiftanceof Portugal, 

when- 
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whenever we mould be invaded ; but m 
this it feems we are wifer ; for that king 
is obliged to make war on France or Spain, 
whenever we or Holland are invaded by 
either ; but before this we are to firpply 
them with the fame forces both by fea 
and land, as if he were invaded himfelf. 
And this muft needs be a very prudent 
and fafe courfe for a maritime power to 
take upon a fudden invafion ; by which, 
inftead of making ufe of our fleets and 
arms for our own defence, we muft fend 
them abroad for the defence of Portugal. 

By the thirteenth article we are told 
what this affiftance is which the Portuguefe 
are to give us, and upon what conditions. 
They are to furnim ten men of war ; and 
when England and Holland fhall be in- 
vaded by France and Spain together, or by 
Spain alone, in either of thefe cafes thofe 
ten portuguefe men of war are to ferve 
only upon their own coafts; where no 
doubt they will be of mighty ufe to their 
allies, and terror to the enemy. 

How the Dutch were drawn to have a 
part in either of thefe two alliances is not 
very material to enquire, fince they have 

been 
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been fo wife as never to obferve them ; 
and I fuppofe never intended it ; but re- 
folved, as they have fince done, to fhift the 
load upon us. 

Let any man read thefe two treaties 
from the beginning to the end, he will 
imagine that the king of Portugal and his 
minifters fat down and made them by 
themfelves, and then fent them to their 
allies to (ign ; the whole fpirit and tenor 
of them quite through running only up- 
on this (ingle point, what we and Holland 
are to do for Portugal, without any menti- 
on of an equivalent, except thofe ten (hips, 
which at the time when we have greateft 
need of their afliftance are obliged to at- 
tend upon their own coafts. 

The barrier-treaty between Great- 
Britain and Holland was concluded at 
the Hague on the 29 th of OElobcr in the 
year 1709. In this treaty neither her 
majefty nor her kingdoms have any in- 
tereft or concern, farther than what is 
mentioned in the fecond and the twen- 
tieth articles : by the former the States arc 
to aflift the Queen in defending the a i\ 
of fucceffion ; and by the other, not to 

K Vcat 
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treat of a peace, till France hath ac- 
knowledged theQuEfeN and the fucce£- 
fionof Hanover, and promifed to remove 
the^rtf**w/<?routofthat king's domiriibhs. 
As to the firft of thefe, it is certainly 
for the fafety and ihtereft of the States 
general, that the proteftant fucceffion 
fhould be prdented in England; bectftife 
fuch a popijb prince as we apprehended, 
would infallibly join with Prance in the 
ruin of that republick. And the Dutch ait 
as much bound to fupport our fucceffion, 
as they are tied to any part of a t&eaty or 
league offenfive and defenfive againft 
a common enemy, without any feparatfc 
benefit upon that confederation. Her ma- 
jefty is in the full peaceable poffeffioh 
of her kingdoms, and of the hearts of her 
people; among whom hardly one in five 
thoufand are in the pretender* intereft. 
And whether the affiftance of the Dutch 
to preferve a right fo well eftablifhed be 
an equivalent to thofe many unreafonabfe 
exorbitant articles in the reft of the treaty, 
let the world judge. What an impreffion 
of our fettlemeht muft it give abroad, to 
fee our minifters offering fuch conditions 

to 
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to the Dutch to prevail on them to be 
guarantees of our ads of parliament ! nei- 
ther perhaps is it right in point of poli- 
cy or good fenfe, that a foreign power 
itould be called in to confirm our fuccef- 
£on by way of guarantee, but only to ac? 
knowledge it ; otherwife we put it out of 
the power of our own leghlature to change 
our fuccefiion without the confent of 
that prince or ftate, who is guarantee, how 
much foever the nece/Tities of the kingr 
dom may require it. 

As to the other article, it is a natural 
confequence that muft attend any treaty 
of peace we can make with France ; beV 
ing only the acknowledgment of her mar 
jefty as Queen of her own dominions, 
ana the right of fucceflion by our own 
laws, which no foreign power hath any 
pretence to difpute. 

However, in order to deferve thefe 
mighty advantages from the States, the reft 
of the treaty is wholly taken up in direct- 
ing what we are to do for them* 

By the grand alliance, which was the 

foundation of the prefent war, the fpanijb 

Lew-countries were to be recovered and 

K 2 delivered 



1 3 2 THE CONDUCT OF THE ALLIES. 

delivered to the king of Spain ; but by 
this treaty that prince is to poffefs nothing 
in Flanders during the war; and after a 
peace the Slates are to have the military 
command of about twenty towns, with 
their dependences, and four hundred 
thoufand crowns a year from the king of 
Spam to maintain their garifons. By 
which means they will have the command 
of all Flanders j from Newport on the fea 
to Namur on the Maefe y and be entirely 
mafters of the Pais de waas % the richeft 
part of thole provinces, Further, they 
have liberty to garifon any place they fhali 
thinkfit in thcfpamfiLcm-countries^whcn- 
ever there is an appearance of war ; and 
confequcntly to put garifons into OJlend % 
or where eife they pleafe, upon a rupture 
with England* 

By this treaty likewife the Dutch will 
in effect be entire mafters of all the Law- 
countries ; may impofe duties, reftri£tions 
in commerce, and prohibitions at their 
pleafure; and in that fertile country may 
Jet up all iorts of manufactures, particu- 
larly the woollen by inviting the difo- 
bYiged manufacturers in Ireland and the 
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frencb refugees, who are fcattered all o- 
ver Germany. And as this manufadhire 
increaieth abroad, the clothing people of 
England will be neceilitated tor want of 
employment to follow; and in few years, 
by help of the low intereft of money in 
Holland, Flanders may recover that be- 
neficial trade, which we got from them. 
The landed men of England will then be 
forced to re-eftablifh the ftaples of wool 
abroad ; and the Dutch, inftead of being 
only the carriers, will become the original 
pofleflbrs of thofe commodities,with which 
the greateft part of the trade of the world 
is now carried on. And as they increafe 
their trade, it is obvious they will enlarge 
their ftrength at lea, and that ours muft 
leftcn in proportion. 

All the ports in Flanders are to be fub- 
jeS to the like duties, that the Dutch ihxll 
lay upon the Scheldt which is to be clofed 
on the fide of the States : thus all other 
nations are in effect fhut out from trad- 
ing with Flanders. Yet in the very fame 
article it is faid, that the States JJjatl be fa- 
voured in all the fpanifti dominions as much 
as Great-Britain, or as the people mofi fa- 

K 3 toured* 
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veured. We have conquered Flanders far 
them, and are in a worfe condition as 
to our trade there, than before the war 
began. We have been the great fupport of 
the king of Spain, to whom the Dutch 
have hardly contributed any thing at all; 
and yet they are to be equally favoured 
with us in all his dominions. Of all this 
the Queen is under the unreafonable 
obligation of being guarantee, and that 
they ihall poflefs their barrier and their 
four hundred thoufand crowns a year, even 
before a peace. 

It is to be obferved, that this treaty was 
only figned by one of our plenipotentia- 
ries * ; and I have been told that the other 
+ was heard to lay, he would rather lofc 
his right-hand than let it to fuch a treaty. 
Had he fpoke thofe words in due feafon, 
and loud enough to be heard on this fide 
the water, considering the credit he had 
then at court, he might have faved much 
of his country's honour, and got as much 
to himfelf; therefore if the report be true, 
I am inclined to think he only SAID it, 
I have been likewife told, that fome very 

* LorJ Tnvnjhtnd. See John Bull, p. 46. + Duko 

•f Marker utfh, neCef&ry 
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^eceflary circumftances were wanting in 
tfip entrance upon this treaty ; but the 
mjnifters here rather chofe tp facrifice the 
honour of the crown, and the fafety of 
their country, than not ratify what one 
of their favourites had trania&ed. 

Let me now conlider in what manner, 
our allies have obferved thpfe treaties they 
made with us, and the feveral ftipulations 
and agreements purfuant to them. 

By the grand alliance between the Em- 
pire, England, and Holland, we were to 
affift the other two totis viribus by fea 
and land. By a convention fubfequcnt to 
this treaty the proportions, which the fe- 
veral parties (hould contribute towards the 
war, were adjufted in the following man- 
ner: the Emperor was obliged to furnifh 
ninety thoufand men againft France, ei- 
ther in Italy, or upon the Rhine-, Holland 
to bring fixty thoufand into the field in 
glanders, exclufive of garifons ; and we 
forty thoufand. In winter 1 702, which 
was the next year, the duke of Marl- 
borough prppofed railing ten thoufand 
men more by way of augmentation, 
and to carry on the war with greater vi- 

K 4. ^>\a\ 
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gouf ; to which the parliament agreed, and 
the Dutch were to raife the feme number. 
This was upon a par, directly contrary to 
ithe former ftipulation, whereby our part 
was to be a third lefs than theirs ; and there- 
fore it was granted with a condition that 
Holland mould break off all trade and 
commerce with France. But this condition 
was never executed ; the Dutch only amuf- 
ing us with a fpecious declaration, till 
our feflion of parliament was ended; and 
the following year it was taken off by 
concert between our general and the 
ftatesj without any reafon afligned, for 
the fatisfa&ion of the kingdom. The next 
and fome enfuing campaigns further ad- 
ditional forces were allowed by parliament 
for the war in Flanders ; and in every new 
fupply the Dutch gradually leflened their 
proportions, although the parliament ad- 
dreiled the Queen, that the flates might 
be defired to obferve them according to 
agreement; which had no other effect, 
than to teach them to elude it by mak- 
ing their troops nominal corps ; as they 
did by keeping up the number of regi- 
ments, but finking a fifth part of the men 

and 
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and money; fo that now things are juft 
inverted. And in all new levies we con- 
tributed a third more than the Dutch, who 
at firft were obliged to the fame propor- 
tion more than us. 

Befides, the more towns we conquer for 
the States, the worfe condition we are in 
towards reducing the common enemy, 
and confequently of putting an end to 
the war. For they make no fcruple of 
employing the troops of their quota to- 
wards garifbning every town, as faft as it 
is taken; diredUy contrary to the agree- 
ment between us, by which all garifons 
are particularly excluded. This is at length 
arrived by feveral fteps to fuch a heighth, 
that there are at prefent in the field not 
fo many forces under the duke of Marl- 
borough 's command in Flanders, as Britain 
alone maintains for that fervice, nor have 
been for fbme years paft. 

The duke of Marlborough having en- 
tered the enemies lines and taken Bouchain, 
formed the defign of keeping fo great a 
number of troops, and particularly of 
cavalry, in Lijk, Tournay, Doway and 
the country between, as mould be able 
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t&ba&lk all the nc^bouring proyirjcei 
of France during the winter, prevent die 
enemy from erecting their magazines, an4 
by confluence from fubiUiing^ir force* 
next fpring, and render it impoflibje fa# 
them to aflemble their army another year, 
without going back behind the Soqtnfi fg 
do it In order to effecl: this proje#, it 
was neceflary to be at an expence ex^rao*-^ 
dinary of forage for the troops, for build- 
ing tables, finding fire and candle for 
the foldiers, with other incident charges. 
The QuEfN readily agreed to furaifh her 
{hare of the firft article, that of the forage, 
which only belonged to her. But theyfe#*« 
infixing that her majefty fhould likewife 
come into a proportion of the other ar- 
ticles, which in juftiqe belonged totally 
to them; ihe agreed even to that, rather 
than a defign of this importance fhould 
fail. And yet we know it hath failed, and 
that the Dutch refu&d their content till 
the time was pad for putting it in execu- 
tion, even in the opinion of thofe who pro- 
pofed it. Perhaps a certain article in the 
treaties of contributions fubrnifted to by 
fuch ofthtfrweh dominions, as pay t}iem 

to 
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td t&e States, was the principal cade of 
defeating this project; (ince one great 
advantage to have been gained by it was, 
as is before mentioned, to have hindered 
die enemy from creeling their magazines ; 
and one article in thofe treaties of contri- 
butions is, that the product of thofe coun- 
tries {ball pais free and unmolefled. So 
that the queftion was reduced to this ftiort 
uTue : whether the Dutch mould lofe this 
paultry benefit, or the common caufe an 
advantage of fiich mighty importance. 

The fea being the element, where we 
might mod probably carry on the war 
with any advantage to ourfelves, it was 
agreed that we mould bear five eighths 
of the charge in thatfervice, and the Dutch 
the other three ; and by the grand alliance 
whatever we or Holland fhould conquer 
in the fpanijh Weft-Indies, was to accrue 
to the conquerors. It might therefore 
have been hoped, that this maritime ally 
of ours would have made up in their fleet 
what they fell fhort in their army ; but 
quite otherwife, they never once furnifhed 
their quota either of {hips or men ; or if 
(pme few of their fleet now and then ap- 
peared, 
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peared, it was ho more than appearing; 
for they immediately feparated to look, 
to their merchants and protect their trade. 
And we may remember very well, when 
thefe guarantees of our fucceflkm, after 
having not one {hip for many months to- 
gether in the Mediterranean, lent that part 
of their quota thither, and furnifhed no- 
thing to us, at the fame time that they 
alarmed us with the rumour of an invafion. 
And laft year when Sir James Wijbart 
was difpatched into Holland to expostu- 
late with the States y and to defire they 
would make good their agreements in fo 
important a part of the fervice ; he met 
with fuch a reception as ill became a re- 
publick to give, that were under fo many 
great obligations to us ; in fhort fuch an 
one, as thofc only deferve who are content 
to take it. 

It hath likewife been no fmall incon- 
venience to us, that the Dutch are al- 
ways flow in paying their fubiidies ; by 
which means the weight and preflure of 
the payment lies upon the Queen, as well 
as the blame if her majefty be not very 
exact. Nor will even this always content 

our 
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our allies: for in Jufy 1711 the king of 
Spain was paid all his fubfidies to the firft 
<x January next; neverthelefs he hath- 
fince complained for want of money; 
and his fecretary threatened, that if we 
would not further fupply his majefty, he 
could not anfwer for what might happen; 
although king Charles had not at that 
time one third of the troops for which he 
was paid ; and even thole he had were 
neither paid nor clothed. 

I cannot forbear mentioning here an- 
other paffage concerning fubfidies, to 
{hew what opinion foreigners have of our 
eafinefs, and how much they reckon them- 
{elves mailers of our money, whenever 
they think fit to call lor it. The Queen 
was by agreement to pay two hundred 
thoufand crowns a year to the prujftan 
troops; the States one hundred thoufand ; 
and the Emperor only thirty thoufand for 
recruiting; which his imperial majefty 
never paid. Prince Eugene happening to 
pais by Berlin, the minifters of that court 
applied to him for redrefs in this particu- 
lar ; and his highnefs very frankly promif- 
ed them, that in confederation of this de- 
ficiency, 
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ficiency Britain and the States fhould in- 
ereafe their fubfidies to feventy tboiuand 
crowns more between them ; and that the 
Emperor fhoukl be punctual for the time 
to come. This was done by that prince 
without any orders or power whatsoever. 
The Dutch very reafonably refilled con- 
fen ting to it ; but the pruftan minifter here 
making his applications at our court pre- 
vailed on us to agree to our proportion, 
before we could hear what resolution 
would be taken in Holland. It is there- 
fere to he hoped, that his prujjian majefty 
at tiie end of this war will not have the 
lame caufe of complaint, which he had at 
the clofe of the laft; that his military 
cheft was emptier by twenty thousand 
crowns than at the time that war began. 
The Emperor i as we have already laid, 
was by ftipulation to furnifh ninety thou- 
sand men againft the common enemy, a* 
laving no fleets to maintain, and in right 
of his family being mod concerned in the 
-fiicceis of the war. However this agree- 
ment hath been fo ill obferved, that from 
■the beginning of the war to this day nei- 
ther of the two laft Emperors had .ever 

twenty 




*«MHKy dtfrftad men -on their mm ao- 
tetfBt fci the cofttfhon caufe, e&epofaig 
<oHce 4a &*^, when the imperial c»u« 
SMerted-fcfelf in a feint they have much 
mtkt at heat*, than*hat of g&mg Spain 
W the i>wfej to Sfesfr fussily. When titty 
fed T«0ceade4 ih tkeir attends <fli the 
Ifidc of ita^ and obferved our blind osd 
fcr^uflifeig on the War a* atiadventaKS, 
they foon found out the «aoft e&b&Utfl 
-tigpedie&t to tteciife thettfifetoes. TAey 
tJ«nputed>eafily, 'that it Would «0ftt&em 
fefclo «iake large prcfelfts to 'One fin^e 
-pgtffen than$o pay an Wfiay > and turn to 
as good account. They thought they 
«dtdd not -put their affairs te> better 
&arids; and iEhe*fi»e wiiely left -as «& 
%hr*heirtottSle5. 

Befidevit appeared fcy fiwealinftances 
4iowMe^£^r0r -regarded his allies, 
«r 'die oaufe they were engaged in, when 
<*mce ihe thought 4^t'49rtptn itfelf was fe- 
•Oitte. It is known enough, that he mjght 
tfbtetti times have *nade*i peace with his 
4ifeoHtSntcd nibjeds in Hungary VpQtv 
Wttishot at all unbefitting either his dig- 
fefytt^kitefeft; but ,he ittther -chafe to 

facrificc 
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iacriflce the whole alliance to his private 
paifion by entirely fubduing and enflaving 
a miserable people, who had but too 
much provocation to take up arms to free 
themfelves from the oppreilions, under 
which they were groaning; yet this muft 
ferve as an excufe for breaking his agree- 
ment and diverting fo great a body of 
troops, which might have been employed 
againft Frame. 

Another inftance of the Emperor % in- 
difference, or rather diflike, to the com- 
mon caufe of the allies is the bufinefs of 
Toulon. This defign was indeed difcover- 
ed here at home by a perfbn, whom every 
body knows to be the creature of a certain 
great man at leaf! as much noted for his 
fkill in gaming as in politicks, upon the 
bafe mercenary end of getting money by 
wagers ; which was then fo common a 
pra&ice, that I remember a gentleman 
in bufinefs, who having the curiofity to 
enquire how wagers went upon the Ex- 
change, found fome people deep in the 
fecret to have been concerned in that kind 
of traffick; as appeared by premiums 
named for towns, which no body but 

thofe 
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thole behind the curtain could raipe& 
However, although this project had gotten 
wind by fo fcandalous a proceeding J yet! 
Toulon might probably have been taken, if 
the Emperor had not thought fit in that 
very jun&ure to detach twelve or fifteen 
thoufand men to feize Naples, as an en- 
terprize that was more his private and im- 
mediate intereft. But it was manifeft, 
that his imperial majefty had no mind to 
fee Toulon in pofleflion of the allies 5 for/ 
even with thefe discouragements the at- 
tempt might yet have fucceeded, if prince 
Eugene had not thought fit to oppofe it j 
which cannot be imputed to his own judg- 
ment, but to fome politick reafons of his 
court. The duke of Savoy was for at- 
tacking the enemy as foon as our army 
arrived ; but when the marefchal<& Thejfe* 
troops were all come up, to pretend to be* 
iiege the place in the condition we were 
at that time was a farce and a jeft. Had 
Toulon fallen then into our hands, the 
maritime power of France would in a 
great meafure have been deftroyed* 

But a much greater inftance than ei- 
ther of the foregoing, how little the Em- 
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feror regarded us or our quarrel, after all 
we had done to fave his imperial crown,and 
to aflert the title of his brother to the 
monarchy of Spain, may be brought from 
the proceedings of that court not many 
months ago. It was judged, that a war 
carried on upon the fide of Italy would 
caufe a great diverfion of the frencb 
forces, wound them in a very tender part, 
and facilitate the progrefs of our arms in 
Spain as well as Flanders. It was pro- 
pofed to the duke of Savoy to make this 
diverfion; and not only a diverfion dur- 
ing the fummer, but the winter too, by 
taking quarters on this fide of the hills. 
Only in order to make him willing and able 
to perform this work two points were to 
be fettled : firft, it was neceflary to end the 
difpute between the imperial court and his 
royal highnefs, which had no other founda- 
tion than the Emperors refuting to make 
good fbme articles of that treaty, on the 
faith of which the duke engaged in the 
prefent war, and for the execution where- 
of Britain and Holland became guaran- 
tees at the requefl of the late emperor 
Leopold* To remove this difficulty the 

earl 
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earl of Pettrborohgh was dlfpatcned to 
Pienna, got over fome part of thofe dis- 
putes to the fatisfa&ion of the duke of 
Savoy, and had put the reft iri a fair way 
of being accommodated at the time the 
emperor Jofepb died. Upon which great 
event the duke of Savoy took the refolu- 
tion of putting himfelf at the head of the 
army, although the whole matter was not 
finished, fince the common caufe requir- 
ed his afiiftanCe; and that until a new 
emperor were ele&ed, it Was impoflible td 
make good the treaty to him. In order to 
enable him the only thing he afked was, 
that he mould be reinforced by the im- 
perial court with eight thoufand men be- 
fore the end of the campaign. Mr. Whit* 
worth was fent to Vienna to make this 
propofal ; and it is credibly reported that 
he was impowered, rather than fail, to offer 
forty thoufand pounds for the march of 
thofe eight thoufand men, if he found it 
was want of ability and not inclination, that 
hindered the (ending them. But he was 
fo far from fucceeding, that it was faid 
the minifters of that court did not lb much 
as give him an opportunity to tempt them 

L 2 sn\&\ 
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with any particular firms; but cut off all 
his hopes at once by alledging the im- 
poflibility of complying with the Queen's 
demands upon any consideration whatfo- 
ever. . They could not plead their old 
cxcufe of the war in Hungary, which 
was then brought to an end. They had 
nothing to offer but fome general fpecula- 
tive reafbns, which it would expofe them 
to repeat ; and fb after much delay, and 
many trifling pretences, they utterly refut- 
ed fb fmall and feafonable an afliftance ; 
to the ruin of a project that would have 
more terrified France, and caufed a great- 
er diverfion of their forces, than a much 
more numerous army in any other part. 
Thus for want of eight thoufand men, for 
whole winter-campaign the Queen was 
willing to give forty thoufand pounds; and 
for want of executing the defign I lately 
mentioned of hindering the enemy from 
erecting magazines, towards which her 
majefty was ready not only to bear her 
own proportion, but a fhare of that which 
the States were obliged to ; our hopes of 
taking winter-quarters in the north and 
fouth parts of France are eluded, and the 

war 
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war left in that method which is like to 
continue it longeft. Can there an exam- 
ple be given in the whole courfe of this 
war, where we have treated the pettieft 
prince with whom we had to deal in lb 
contemptuous a manner ? Did we ever once 
confider what we could afford, or what 
we were obliged to when our afliftance 
was defired, even while we lay under 
immediate apprehenfions of being invad- 
ed? 

When Portugal came as a confederate 
into the grand alliance, it was ftipulated, 
that the Empire, England, and Holland, 
fhould each maintain four thoufand men 
of their own troops in that kingdom, and 
pay between them a million of pattacoons 
to the king of Portugal for the fupport 
of twenty eight thoufand Portugue/e; 
which number of forty thoufand was to 
be the confederate army againft Spain on 
the Portugal fide. This treaty was rati- 
fied by all the three powers. But in a 
fhorttime after the Emperor declared him- 
felf unable to comply with his part of 
the agreement, and fo left the two thirds 
upon us ; who very generoufly undertook 
• L 3 ^foaX 
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that burthen, and at the feme time two 
thirds of the fubfidies for maintenance of 
the portuguefe troops. But neither is this 
the worft part of the (lory ; for although 
the Dutch did indeed lend their own quota 
of four thousand men to Portugal (which, 
however they would not agree to but up- 
on condition that the other two thirds 
(hould be fupplied by us;) yet they never 
took care to recruit them; for in tie year 
1 706, the portuguefe, britifb y and dutch. 
forces having marched with the earl of 
Galway into Go/Me, and by the noble con- 
dud of that general being forced to retire 
into Valencia, it was found neceflary to 
raife a new army on the Portugal fidej. 
where the Queen hath at feveiral times 
encreafed her eftablifhment to ten thou- 
iand five hundred men; and the Dutch 
never re-placed one fingle man, nor paid 
one penny of their fubfidies to Portugal 
in fix years. 

The fyanijb army on the fide of Cata-> 
Ionia is, or pught to be, about fifty thou- 
fandmen, exclufive of Portugal, And 
here the war hath been carried on almojft 
entirely «rt PW coft, For this, whole army 
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is paid by the Quben, excepting only 
feven battalions and fourteen fquadrons of 
Dutch and Palatines; and even fifteen 
hundred of thefe are likewife in our pay ; 
befides the Aims given to king Charles 
for fubfidies and the maintenance of his 
court. Neither are our troops at Gibraltar 
included within this number. And fur- 
ther, we alone have been at all the charge 
of transporting the forces firft fent from 
Genoa to Barcelona ; and of all the im- 
perial recruits from time to time. And 
have likewife paid vaft fums as levy- 
money for every individual man and horle 
fo furnifhed to recruit ; although the horfes 
were fcarce worth the price of tranfporta- 
tion. But this hath been almoft the con- 
ftant misfortune of our fleet during the 
prefent war; inftead of being employed 
on fbme enterprize for the good of the 
nation, or even for the protection of our 
trade, to be wholly taken up in tranfport- 
ing foldiers. 

We have actually conquered all Bava- 
riay Ulm> Augjbourg^ Landau^ and a 
great part of Alface y for the Emperor : 
and by the troops we have furnifhed, the 

L 4. . 3SKAS& 
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armies we have paid, and the diveruons 
we have given to the enemies forces, have 
chiefly contributed to the conquefts of 
Milan, Mantua, and Mirandola, and to 
the recovery of the duchy of Modena. 
The Jaft Emperor drained the wealth of 
thofe countries into his own coffers, with- 
out increafing his troops againft France 
by fuch mighty acquiiitions, or yielding 
to the moft reasonable requefts we have 
made. 

Of the many towns we have taken for 
the Dutch, we have confented by the 
barrier-treaty, that ajl thofe which were 
not in the pofleffion of Spain upon the 
death of the late catholick king, {hall be 
part of the States dominions; and that 
they mail have the military power in the 
moft confiderable of the reft; which is in 
effed to be the abfolute fovereigns of the 
whole. And the Hollanders have already 
made fuch good ufe of their time, that 
in conjunction with our general the op-> 
preflions of Flanders are much greater 
than ever. 

And this treatment, which we have re- 
ceived from pur two principal allies, hath 

been. 
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been pretty well copied by moft other 
princes in the confederacy, with whom 
we have any dealings. For inftance : feven 
fortuguefe regiments after the battle of Al- 
manza went off with the reft of that 
broken army to Catalonia', the king of 
Portugal faid he was not able to pay them, 
while they were out of his country ; the 
Queen confented therefore to do it her- 
felf, provided the king would raife as many 
more to fupply their place. This he en- 
gaged to do, but never performed. Not- 
withftanding which his fubfidies were 
conftantly paid him by my lord Godolphm 
for almoft four years, without any deduc- 
tion upon account of thofe feven regi- 
ments; dire&ly contrary to the feventh 
article of our offenfive alliance with that 
crown, where it is agreed, that a deduc- 
tion {hall be made out of thofe fubfidies, 
in proportion to the number of men want- 
ing in that complement which the king 
is to maintain. But whatever might have 
been the reafons for this proceeding, it 
feems they are above the underftanding 
pf the * prefent lord treasurer j who not 

# Earl of Oxford. 
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c ntring into thofe refinements of paying 
^aRpublick money upon private conft dera- 
tions, hath been To uncourtly as to (lop it. 
This difappointment I fuppofe hath put 
the court oiLifbon upon other expedients, 
of railing the price of forage, fo as to force 
us either to leflen our number of troops, 
or be at double expence in maintaining 
them ; and this at a time, when their own 
product as well as the import of corn was 
never greater; and of demanding a duty 
upon the foldiers cloaths we carried over 
for thofe troops, which have been their 
fole defence againft an inveterate enemy } 
and whofe example might have infufed 
courage,as well as taught them discipline, 
if their fpirits had been capable of receive 
ing either. 

In order to augment our forces every 
year in the fame proportion as thofe for 
whom we fight dirmnifh theirs, we hare 
been obliged to hire troops from feveral 
princes of the empire, whofe minifters and 
refidents here have perpetually importun- 
ed the court with unreafbnable demands, 
under which our late minifters thought 
fit to be pailive. For thofe demands were 

always 
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always backed with a threat to recal thefe 
foldiers ; which was a thing not to bo 
heard of, becaufe it might difcontent the 
Dutch. In the mean time thofe prince? 
never fent their contingent to theEmperor, 
as by the laws of the empire they are o-. 
bliged to do 5 but gave for their excufe, 
that we had already hired all they could 
poflibly fpare. 

But if all this be true; if, according to 
what I have affirmed, we began this war 
contrary to reafbn ; if, as the other party 
themfelves upon all occafions acknowledge, 
the fuccefs we have had was more than 
we could reafonably expect ; if after all 
our fuccefs we have not made that ufe of it, 
which in reafon we ought to have done ; 
if we have made weak and foolifh bar- 
gains with our allies ; fuffered them tame- 
ly to break every article even in thofe bar- 
gains to our difadvantage, and allowed 
them to treat us with infolence and con- 
tempt at the very inftant when we were 
saining towns, provinces and kingdoms 
for them at the price of our ruin, and with- 
out any profpect of intereft to ourfelves ; 
if we have coniumed all our ftrength in 
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attacking the enemy on the ftrongeft fide* 
where (as the old duke of Schoniberg ex- 
prefled it) to engage with France was to 
take a bull by the horns ; and left wholly 
unattempted that part of the war, which 
could only enable us to continue or to end 
it ; if all this, I fay, be our cafe, it is a very 
obvious queftion to aflc, by what motives 
or what management we are thus become 
the dupes and bubbles of Europe? Sure it 
cannot be owing to the ftupidity ariiing 
from the coldnels of our climate; fince 
thofe among our allies, who have given 
us moft reafon to complain, are as far re- 
moved from the fun as ourfelves. 

If in laying open the real caules of our 
prefent mifery I am forced to {peak with 
fome freedom, I think it will require no 
apology. Reputation is the fmalleft fa- 
crifice thofe can make us, who have been 
the inftruments of our ruin ; becaufe it is 
that for which in all probability they have 
the leaft value. So that in exponng the 
a&ions of fuch perfons it cannot be faid, 
properly (peaking, to do them an injury. 
But as it will be fome fatisfa&ion to our 
people to know by whom they have been 

fo 
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fo long abided ; fo it may be of great ufe 
to us, and our pofterity, not to truft the 
fefety of their country in the hands of 
thofe,who a6fc by fuch principles, and from 
fuch motives. 

I have already obferved, that when the 
counfels of this war were debated in the 
late king's time, a certain great man was 
then fo averfe from entering into it, that 
he rather chofe to give up his employ- 
ment, and tell the king he could ferve him 
iio longer. Upon that prince's death, al- 
though the grounds of our quarrel with 
France had received no manner of ad- 
dition, yet this lord thought fit to alter his 
fentiments j for the (cene was quite chang- 
ed; his lordfhip, and the family with 
whom he was engaged by fb complicated 
an alliance, were in the higheft credit 
poffible with the Queen. The treafurer's 
ftaff was ready for his lordfhip; the duke 
was to command the army f and the duchcls 
by her employments, and the favour flic 
was poflefled of, to be always neareft her 
majefty's perfon; by which the whole 
power at home and abroad would be de- 
volved upon that family. This was a pro- 
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fpe& fo very inviting, that to confefs the 
truth it could not be eafily withflood by 
toy, who have fo keen an appetite for 
wealth or power. By an agreement, fubfe- 
quent to the grand alliance we were to a£* 
fift the Dutch with forty thoufand men, all 
to be commanded by the duke of Martin* 
tough. So that whether this war was pru- 
dently begun, or hot, it is plain that the 
true (pting or motive of it was the aggran- 
dizing a particular family ; and in fhort a 
war of the general and the tntniftry^ and 
not of the prince or people ; fince thofe very 
perfons were againft it when they knew the 
power and confequently the profit would 
be in other hands. 

With thefe meafures fell in all that fet 
of people, who are called the numied men ; 
iuch as had railed vail fums by trading 
with flocks and funds, and lending upon 
great interefl and premiums ; whole per- 
petual harvefl is war, and whole benefi- 
cial way of traflick mufl very much de- 
cline by a peace. 

In that whole chain of encroachments 
made upon us by the Dutcb y which I 
have above deduced; and under thofe 

feveral 
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Several gfofs impo{ltion9 from other prince* 
if any one fhould afk, why our general 
continued fo eary to the laft ? I know no 
other way fo probable, or indeed fo chari- 
table, to account for it, as by that un- 
meanirable love of wealth, which his beft 
friends allow to be his predominant paf- 
fion. However I (hall wave any thing that 
is perfonal upon this fubje&. I {hall fay 
nothing of thole great prefents made by 
feveral princes, which the foldiers ufed to 
call winter-foraging, and laid it was bet- 
ter than that ot the futnmer ; of two and 
half per cent, fubftra&ed out of all the 
fubfidies we pay in thofe parts, which a- 
mounts to no inconflderable fum ; and 
laftly, of the grand perquisites in a long 
(uccefsful war, which are fo amicably 
adjufted between him and the States. 

But when the war was thus begun, there 
foon fell in other incidents here at home, 
which made the continuance of it neceflary 
for thofe, who were the chief advifers. 
The wbigs were at that time out of 
all credit or confederation. The reigning 
favourites had always carried what was 
called the tory principles at leaft as high as 
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our conftitution could bear ; and moft 
others in great employments were whoUy 
in the church intereft. Thefe laft, among 
whom were feveral perfbns of the greateft 
merit, quality and confequence, were not 
able to endure the many inftances of pride, 
infolence, avarice and ambition, which 
thofe favourites began fb early to difcover, 
nor to fee them prefuming to be fole dif- 
penfers of the royal favour. However 
their oppofition was to no purpofe ; they 
wreftled with too great a power, and were 
fbon crufhed under it. For thofe in pof- 
feflion finding they could never be quiet 
in their ufurpations, while others had any 
credit, who were at leaft upon an equal 
foot of merit, began to make overtures 
to the difcarded <whigs> who would be 
content with any terms of accommodati- 
on. Thus commenced xhisjbkmn league 
and covenant y which hath ever fince been 
cultivated with fb much application. The 
great traders in money were wholly devot- 
ed to xhzwhigs, who had firftraifed them. 
The army, the court, and the treafury, 
continued under the old defpotkk adminif- 
tration : the wbigs were received into em- 
ployment, 
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ployment, left to manage the parliament, 
cry down the landed intereft, and worry 
the church. Mean time our allies, who 
were not ignorant, that all this artificial 
ftru&ure had no true foundation in the 
hearts of the people, refolved to make the 
beft ufe of it as long as it mould laft. 
And the general's credit being raifed to a 
great heighth at home by our fuccefs in 
Flanders^ the Dutch began their gradual 
impofitions ; leflening their quotas^ break- 
ing their ftipulations, garifbning die towns 
we took for them, without fupplying their 
troops; with many other infringements: 
all which we were forced to fubmit to, 
becaufe the general was made eafy\ be- 
cause the monied men at home were fond 
of the war ; becaufe the whigs were not 
firmly fettled ; and becaufe that exorbitant 
degree of power, which was built upon a 
fuppofed neceffity of employing particular; 
perlbns, would go off in a peace. It is 
needlefs to add, that the Emperor, and 
other princes, followed the example of the 
Dutchy and fucceeded as well, for the 
fame reafons. 

I have here imputed the continuance 
M & 
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of the war to the mutual indulgence be- 
tween our general and allies, wherein 
they both fo well found their accounts ; 
to the fears of the money-changers, left 
their tables Jhould be overthrown ; to the 
defigns of the whigs, who apprehended 
the lofs of their credit and employments 
in a peace ; and to thofe at home, who 
held their immoderate engroffments of 
power and favour by no other tenure, than 
their own prefumption upon the necefllty 
of affairs. The truth of this will appear 
indifputable, by confidering with what 
unanimity and concert thefe feveral par- 
ties a&ed towards that great end. 

When the vote paffed in the houfe of 
lords againft any peace without Spain 
being reftored to the Aujirian family, the 
earl of Wharton told the houfe, that it 
was indeed impoflible and impracticable 
to recover Spain ; but however there were 
certain reafons why fuch a vote mould be 
made at that time ; which reafons wanted 
ho explanation : for the general and the 
miniftry having refuted to accept very ad- 
vantageous offers of a peace, after the 
battle of Ramilliesy were forced to take in 

a fct 
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a fet of men with a previous bargain to 
ikreen them from the confequences of that 
mifcarriage. And accordingly, upon the 
firft fucceeding opportunity that fell, 
which was the * prince ofDenmark*s death, 
the chief leaders of the party were brought 
into feveral great employments. 

Thus when the Queen was no longer 
able to bear the tyranny and infolence of 
thofe ungrateful fervants, who as they 
waxed the fatter did but kick the mare\ 
our two great allies abroad, and our ftock- 
jobbers at home, took immediate alarm ; 
applied the neareft way to the throne by 
memorials and meffages jointly dire&ing 
her majefty not to change her fecretary 
or treafurer ; who for the true reafons that 
thefe officious intermeddlers demanded 
their continuance, ought never to have 
been admitted into theleaft degree of truft; 
fince what they did was nothing lels than 
betraying the intereft of their native coun- 
try ' to thofe princes, who in their turns 
were to do what they could to fupport 
them in power at home. 

Thus it plainly appears that there was 

* Prince George of Denmark) hufband to queen Amu. 

M 2 ^«K\r 
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a confpiracy on all fides to go on with 
thofe meafures, which muft perpetuate the 
war ; and a confpiracy founded upon the 
intereft and ambition of each party ; which 
begat fo firm an union, that inftead of 
wondering why it lafted fo long, I am 
aftonifhed to think how it came to be 
broken.. The prudence, courage and firm- 
nefs of her majefty in all the fteps of that 
great change would, if the particulars 
were truly related, make a very mining 
part in her ftory ; nor is her judgment 
lefs to be admired, which directed her in 
the choice of perhaps the only perfons,who 
had fkill credit and refolution enough to 
be her inftruments in overthrowing Co 
many difficulties. 

Some would pretend to leflen the merit 
of this by telling us, that the rudenefs, the 
tyranny, the oppreffion, the ingratitude 
of the late favourites towards their miftrefs 
were no longer to be born. They produce 
inftances to fhew, how her majefty was 
purfued through all her retreats, particu- 
larly at Windfor ; where after the enemy 
had pofleffed themfelves of every inch of 
ground, they at laft attacked and ftormed 

the 
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the caftle, forcing the Que en* to fly to an 
adjoining cottage purfuant to the advice 
0$ Solomon, who tells us, It is better to 
live on the houfe top, than with afcolding 
woman in a large houfe. They would have 
it, that fuch continued ill ufage was enough 
to enflame the meekeft fpirit. They blame 
the favourites in point of policy, and think 
it nothing extraordinary, that the Queen 
fliould be at an end of her patience and 
refblve to difcard them. But I am of ano- 
ther opinion, and think their proceedings 
were right. For nothing is fo apt to break 
even the braveft fpirits as a continual chain 
of oppreffions ; one injury is beft defended 
by a fecond, and this by a third. By thefe 
fteps the old majlers of the palace in France 
became * majlers of the kingdom ; and by 
thefe fteps & general during pleafure might 
have grown into a general for life , and a 
general for life into a king. So that I ftill 
infift upon it as a wonder, how her ma- 
jefty thus befieged on all fides was able 
to extricate herfelf. 

Having thus mentioned the real caules, 
although difguifed under fpecious pre- 

* See the Tale of a Tub, page 16. 
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tences, which have fo long continued the 
war, I muft beg leave to reafon a little 
with thole perfons, who are againft any 
peace but what they call a good one ; and 
explain themfelves, that no peace can be 
good without an entire restoration of Spain 
to the houfe of Aufiria, It is to be fup- 
pofed, that what I am to fay upon this part 
of the fubje£ will have little influence 
on thofe, whofe particular ends or defigns 
of any fort lead them to wifh the conti- 
nuance of the war : I mean the general 
and our allies abroad, the knot of late fa- 
vourites at home, the body of fuch as 
traffick in ftocks, and laftly, that fet of 
fa&ious politicians, who were fo violently 
bent at leaft upon clipping our constitu- 
tion in church and ftate. Therefore I fhall 
not apply myfelf to any of thefe, but to 
all others indifferently, whether whigs or 
tories, whofe private intereft is beft anlwer- 
ed by the welfare of their country. And 
if among thefe there be any, who think we 
ought to fight on till king Charles be 
quietly fettled in the monarchy of Spain, 
J believe there are feveral points, which 
they have not thoroughly confidered. 

Fop 
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For firft it is to he obferved, that this 
refolutionagainft any peace without Spain 
is a new incident, graffed upon the origi- 
nal quarrel by the intrigues of a faction 
among us, who prevailed to give it the 
fanction of a vote in both houfes of parlia- 
ment to juftify thofe whole intereft lay in 
perpetuating the war. And as this pro- 
ceeding was againft the practice of all 
princes and dates, whofe intentions were 
fair and honourable ; fb is it contrary to 
common prudence as well as juftice, I 
might add, that it was impious too, by 
preniming to controul events which are 
only in the hands of God. Ours and the 
States complaint againfl Fra?ice and Spain 
are deduced in each of our declarations 
of war, and our pretenfions fpecified in 
the eighth article of the grand alliance ; but 
there is not in any of thefe the leaft men- 
tion of demanding Spain for the houfe of 
Jluftria, or of refilling any peace without 
that condition. Having already made an 
extract from both declarations of war, I 
fhall here give a tranflation of the eighth 
article in the grand alliance, which will 
put tliis matter out of difpute. 

M 4. TY^ 
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THE EIGHTH ARTICLE OF THE 
GRAND ALLIANCE. 

WHEN the war is once undertaken, 
none of the parties Jball have the liberty 
to enter upon a treaty of peace with the 
enemy, but jointly and in concert with the 
others. Nor is peace to be made without 
having firfl obtained ajufl and reafonable 
fatisfaBion for his caefarean majefiy, and 
for his royal majefiy of 'Great-Britain, and 
a particular fecurity to the lords the States- 
general of their dominions, provinces, titles, 
navigation and commerce : and a fufficient 
provi/ton, that the kingdoms of France and 
Spain be never united, or come under the 
government of the fame perfon, or that the 
fame man may never be king of both king- 
doms \ and particularly, that the French 
may never be in pofjeffton of the fpaniih 
Weft-Indies ; and that they may not have 
the liberty of navigation for conveniency 
of trade under any pretence whatfoever, 
neither direBly or indirectly; except it is 
agreed, that the fubjecls of Great Britain 
and Holland may have full power to ufe 

and 
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and enjoy all the fame privileges, rights, 
immunities and liberties of commerce by land 
and fea in Spain, in the Mediterranean, 
and in all the places and countries which 
the late king of Spain, at the time of his 
death, was in pojfejfion of, as well in Eu- 
rope, as elfewhere, as they did then ufe and 
enjoy ; or which thefubje&s of both, or each 
nation, could ufe and enjoy, by virtue of 
any right, obtained before the death of the 
J aid king of Spain, either by treaties, con- 
ventions, cujlom, or any other way what- 
foever. 

Here we fee the demands intended to 
be iniifted on by the allies upon any trea- 
ty of peace are, a juft and reafonable fa- 
tisfa&ion for the Emperor and king of 
Great Britain, a fecurity to the States- 
general for their dominions, etc. and a 
fufficient provifion, that France and Spain 
be never united under the fame man as 
king of both kingdoms. The reft relates 
to the liberty of trade and commerce for 
us and the Dutch ; but not a fyllable of en- 
gaging to difpoflefs the duke of Anjou. 

But to know how this new language, 
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of no peace without Spain, was firft intro- 
duced, and at laft prevailed among us, 
we muft begin a great deal higher. 

It was the partition treaty, which begot 
the will in favour of the duke of Anjou ; 
for this naturally led the Spaniards to re- 
ceive a prince fupported by a great power, 
whofe intereft as well as affection engag- 
ed them to preferve that monarchy entire, 
rather than to oppofe him in favour of 
another family, who muft expert affiftance 
from a number of confederates, whofe 
principal members had already difpofed 
of what did not belong to them, and by 
a previous treaty parcelled out the monar- 
chy of Spain. 

Thus the duke of Anjou got into the 
full pofleflion of all the kingdoms and 
ftates belonging to that monarchy, as well 
in the old world as the new. And what- 
ever the home of Aujiria pretended from 
their memorials to us and the States, it 
was at that time but too apparent, that 
the inclinations of the Spaniards were on 
the duke's fide. 

However, a war was refolved ; and in 
order to carry it on with great vigour a 

grand 
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grand alliance formed, wherein the ends 
propofed to be obtained are plainly and 
diftiruftly laid down, as I have already 
quoted them. It pleafed God, in the 
courfe of this war to blefs the arms of 
the allies with remarkable fuccefles; by 
which we were foon put into a condition 
of demanding and expecting fuch terms 
of peace, as we propofed to ourfelves when 
we began the war. But inftead of this, 
our victories only ferved to lead us on to 
further viiionary prolpecls ; advantage was 
taken of the fanguine temper, which fo 
many fuccefles had wrought the nation 
up to ; new romantick views were pro- 
pofed, and the old, reafonable, fober de- 
fign was forgot. 

This was the artifice of thofe here, who 
were fure to grow richer, as the publick 
became poorer ; and who, after the re- 
folutions which the two houfes were pre- 
vailed upon to make, might have carried 
on the war with fafety to themfelves, till 
malt and land were mortgaged, till a ge- 
neral excife was eftablifhed, and the di- 
zietne denier- raifed by colleSiors in red 
QWts. And this was juft the circumftance, 
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which it fuited their interefts to be in. 

The houfe of Aufiria approved this 
fcheme with reafon ; fince whatever would 
be obtained by the blood and treafure of 
others, was to accrue to that family, while 
they only lent their name to the caufe. 

The Dutch might perhaps have grown 
refty under their burthen ; but care was 
likewhe taken of that by ^.'barrier-treaty 
made with the States^ which deferveth 
fuch epithets as I care not to beftow; but 
may perhaps confider it at a proper occa- 
fion in a * difcourfe by itfelf. 

By this treaty the condition of the war 
with refpecl: to the Dutch was wifely 
altered ; they fought no longer for fecuri- 
ty, but for grandeur; and we, inftead 
of labouring to make them fafe, muft 
beggar ourfelves to make them formi- 
dable. 

Will any one contend, that if at the 
treaty of Gertruydenburgh we could have 
been fatisfied with fuch terms of a peace, 
as we propofed to ourfelves by the grand 
alliance, the French would not have al- 
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lowed them ? It is plain they offered many- 
more, and much greater, than ever we 
thought to infill on when the war began; 
and they had reafbn to grant, as well as 
we to demand them ; fince conditions of 
peace do certainly turn upon events of 
war. But furely there is fome meafure to 
be obferved in this; thofe, who have de- 
fended the proceedings of our negotiators 
at the treaty of Gertruydenburgh^ dwell 
very much upon their zeal and patience 
in endeavouring to work the French up 
to their demands ; but fay nothing to jus- 
tify thofe demands, or the probability that 
France would ever accept them. Some of 
the articles in that treaty were fo very ex- 
travagant, that in all human probability 
we could not have obtained them by a 
fuccefsful war of forty years. One of 
them was inconfiftent with common rea- 
fon ; wherein the confederates referved 
to themfelves full liberty of demanding 
what further conditions they mould think 
fit ; and in the mean time France was 
to deliver up feveral of their ftrongeft 
towns in a month. Thefe articles were 
very gravely figned by our plenipotentia- 
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ries, and thofe of Holland ; but not by 
the French, although it ought to have 
been done interchangeably; nay, they 
were brought over by the fecretary of the 
embafly ; and the minifters here prevail- 
ed on the Queen to execute a ratification 
of articles, which only one part had figned. 
This was an abfurdity in form, as well as 
in reafon ; becaufe the ufual form of a rati- 
fication is with a preamble, {hewing ; that 
whereas our minifiers, and thofe of the aU 
lies, and of the enemy, have figned, etc* 
We ratify, etc, * The perfon who brought 
over the articles faid in all companies (and 
perhaps believed) that it was a pity we 
had not demanded more ; for the French 
were in a difpofition to refufe us nothing 
we would afk. One of our plenipotentia- 
ries affe&ed to have the lame concern ; and 
particularly that we had not obtained fome 
further fecurity for the empire on the Up- 
per Rhine. 

What could be the defign of all this 
grimace but to amufe the people, and to 
raifc ftocks for their friends in the iecret 
to fell to advantage? I have too great a 

* bltratU iy*lpaie x ucrctary to that embafly. 
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icfped for the abilities of thofe, who aded 
in this negotiation, to believe they hoped 
for any other iffue from it, than that we 
found by the event. Give me leave to fup- 
pofe, the continuance of the war was the 
thing at heart among thofe in power, 
both abroad and at home; and then I 
can eafily fhew the confiftency of their 
proceedings, other wife they are wholly 
unaccountable and abfurd. Did thofe, who 
infilled on fuch wild demands, ever fin- 
cerely intend a peace? Did they really 
think, that going on with the war was 
more eligible for their country, than the 
leaft abatement of thofe conditions? Was 
the fmalleft of them worth fix millions a 
year, and an hundred thouiand mens lives? 
Was there no way to provide for the fafe- 
ty of Britain^ or the fecurity of its trade, 
but by the french king's turning his arms 
to beat his own grandfon out of Spain? 
If thefe able ftatelmcn were fo truly con- 
cerned for our trade, which they made 
the pretence of the war's beginning, as 
Well as continuance; why did they fo 
negled it in thofe very preliminaries, where 
the enemy made lb many conccilions, and 
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where all that related to the advantage of 
Holland^ or the other confederates, was 
exprefsly fettled? But whatever concerned 
us was to be left to a general treaty ; no 
tariff agreed on with France or the Low- 
countries ^ only theSchelde was to remain 
fhut, which muft have ruined our com- 
merce with Antwerp. Our trade with 
Spain was referred the fame way ; but this 
they will pretend to be of no coniequence, 
becaufe that kingdom was to be under 
the houfe of Auflria, and we have al- 
ready made a treaty with king Charles. 
I have indeed heard of a treaty made by 
Mr. Stanhope with that prince, for fettling 
our commerce with Spain : but whatever 
it were, there was another between us and 
Holland^ which went hand in hand with 
it, I mean that of barrier ; wherein a 
claufe was inferted, by which all advantages 
proposed for Britain are to be in com- 
mon with Holland. 

Another point, which I doubt thofe have 
not confidered, who are againfl any peace 
without Spain, is that the face of affairs 
in chrijlendom fince the Emperors death 
hath been very much changed. By this 

accident 
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accident the views and interefts of federal 
princes and dates in the alliance have 
taken a new turn, and I believe it will be 
found that ours ought to do fo too. We 
have Efficiently blundered once already 
by changing our meafures with regard to 
a peace, while our affairs continued in the 
fame pofture ; and it will be too much 
in confcience to blunder again by not 
changing the firft, when the others are 
fb much altered. 

To have a prince of the aufirian fa- 
mily on the throne of Spain is undoubt- 
edly more defirable than one of thehoufe 
of Bourbon ; but to have the empire and 
fpanijh monarchy united in the fame per- 
fon is a dreadful coniideration, and di- 
rectly opposite to that wife principle on 
which the eighth article of the alliance is 
founded. 

To this perhaps it will be objc&ed, 
that the indolent character of the aufirian 
princes, the wretched oeconomy of that 
government, the want of a naval force, 
the remote diftance of their feveral terri- 
tories from each other, would never fuffer 
an emperor^ although at the fame time 
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king o{ Spain, to become formidable : on 
the contrary , that his dependence muft con- 
tinually be on Great Britain, and the ad- 
vantages of trade by a peace founded upon 
that condition would foon make us a- 
mends for all the expences of the war. 

In anfwcr to this let us confider the cir- 
cumftances we muft be in, before mch a 
peace could be obtained, if it were at all 
practicable. We muft become not only 
poor for the prefent, but reduced by fur- 
ther mortgages to a ftate of beggary for 
endlefs years to come. Compare fuch a 
weak condition as this with (b great an 
acceflion of ftrength to Auflria ; and then 
determine how much an Emperor in fuch 
a ftate of affairs, would either fear or need 
Britain. 

Confider that the companion is not 
formed between a prince of the houfe of 
Auflria, Emperor and king of Spain, and 
with a prince of the bourbon family, king of 
France and Spain ; but between a prince 
of the latter only king of Spain, and one 
of the former uniting both crowns in his 
own perfon. 

What returns of gratitude can we ex- 
pect 




THE CONDUCT Of THE ALLtfil 179 

ped when we are no longer wanted ? Hath 
all that we have hitherto done for the im-» 
penal family been taken as a favour, or 
only received as the due of the auguftijji- 
tna cafa ? 

Will the houfe of Auftria yield the 
leaft acre of land, the leaft article of Aram* 
ed, and even ufurped prerogative to relet- 
tie the minds of thole princes in the al- 
liance, who are alarmed at the confe- 
quences of this turn of affairs occafioned 
by the Emperor % death ? We are aflured 
it never will. Do we then imagine that 
thofe princes who dread the overgrown 
power of the auftrian as much as that of 
the bourbon family, will continue in our 
alliance upon a fyftem contrary to that 
which they engaged with us upon ? For 
inftance : what can the duke of Savoy 
exped in fuch a cafe ? Will he have any 
choice left him but that of being a Have 
and a frontier to France ; or a vajfal in 
the utmoft extent of the word, to the im- 
perial court ? Will he not therefore of the 
two evils chufe the leaft; by fubmitting 
to a mafter who hath no immediate claim 
upon him, and to whofe family he is 

H 2 \Nsa£^ 
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nearly allied ; rather than to another who 
hath already revived feveral claims upon 
him, and threatens to revive more ? 

Nor are the Dutch more inclined than 
the reft of Europe, that the Empire and 
Spain mould be united in king Charles, 
whatever they may now pretend. Qn the 
contrary, it is known to fever al perfons, that 
upon the death of the late emperor Jofeph, 
the States refolved that thofe two powers 
Jbould not be joined in the fame perfon; and 
this they determined as a fundamental 
maxim by which they intended to pro- 
ceed. So that Spain was firft given up by 
them', and fince they maintain no troops 
in that kingdom, it mould feera that they 
underftand the duke oiAnjou to be law- 
ful monarch. 

Thirdly, Thofe who are againft any 
peace without Spain, if they be fuch as no 
way find their private account by the war, 
may perhaps change their fentiments if 
they will refledfc a litde upon our prefent 
condition. 

I had two reafons for not (boner pub- 
lishing this difcourfe ; the firft was, be- 
caufe I would give way to others, who 
•; might 
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might argue very well upon the fame 
fubjed from general topicks and reafbn, 
although they might be ignorant of feve- 
ral fads which I had the opportunity to 
know. The fecond was, becaufe I found 
it would be neceflary in the courfe of this 
argument, to fay fomething of the ftate 
to which the war hath reduced us ; at the 
fame time I knew, that fuch a difcovery 
ought to be made as late as poflible, and 
at another juncture would not only be 
very indifcreet, but might perhaps be dan- 
gerous. 

It is the folly of too many to miftake 
the echo of a "London coffee-houfe for the 
voice of the kingdom. The city coffee- 
houfes have been for fbme years filled with 
people whofe fortunes depend upon the 
bank, eaft-india, or fome other flock. 
Every new fund to thefe is like a new 
mortgage to an ufurer, whofe compaflion 
for a young heir is exactly the fame with 
that of a flock-jobber to the landed gen- 
try. At the court end of the town the 
like places of refbrt are frequented either 
by men out of place, and confequently 
enemies to the prefent miniftry, or by of- 

N 3 %css^ 
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Beers of the army : no wonder then if the 
general try in all fuch meetings beagainft 
any peace either with Spain or without ; 
which in other words is no mare than 
this ; that difcontented men defire ano- 
ther change of the miniftry ; that foldiers 
would be glad to keep their commiffions • 
arid that the creditors have money ftill, 
and would have the debtors borrow on at 
the old extorting rate while they have any 
iecurity to give. 

Now to give the moft ignorant reader 
fome idea of our prefent circumftances, 
without troubling him or myfelf with 
computations in form ; every body knows 
that o\\x land and malt tax amount annu- 
ally to about two millions and an half. 
All other branches of the revenue are 
mortgaged to pay intereft for what we 
have already borrowed. The yearly charge 
of the war is ufually about fix millions ; 
to make up which fum we are forced to 
take up on the credit of new funds a- 
bout three millions and an half. This laft 
year the computed charge of the war came 
to above a million more than all the funds 
the parliament could contrive, were fuf-» 

ficient 
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Gricat to pay intereft for • and fo we have 
been forced to divide a deficiency of 
twelve hundred thoufand pounds among 
the feveral branches of our expence. This 
is a demonftrarion that if the war be to 
laft another campaign, it will be impof- 
fible to find funds for fupplying it with- 
out mortgaging the malt tax, or taking 
fome other method equally defperate. 

If the peace be made this winter we 
are then to confider what circumftances 
we mail be in towards paying a debt of 
about fifty millions, which is a fixth part 
of the purchafe of the whole ifland if it 
were to be fold. 

Towards clearing ourfelves of this mon- 
ftrous incumbrance fome of thefe annui- 
ties will expire, or pay off the principal 
in thirty, forty, or an hundred years ; the 
bulk of the debt muft be leflened gradu- 
ally by the beft management we can, out 
of what will remain of the land and malt- 
taxes, after paying guards and garifons, 
and maintaining and fupplying our fleet 
in the time of peace. I have not fkill 
enough to compute what will be left after 
thefe neceflary charges towards annually 
N 4. Ofiafvs\^ 
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clearing fo vaft a debt ; but believe it 
muft be very little : however, it is plain 
that both thefe taxes muft be continued, 
&s well for fupporting the government as 
becaufq we have no other means for pay- 
ing off the principal; And fo likewue 
mud all the other funds remain for pay- 
ing the intereft, How long a time this 
rnuft require, how fteddy an adminiftra- 
tjon, and how undifturbed a ftate of af- 
fairs both at home and abroad let others 
determine. 

However fome people think all this 
very reafonable ; and that fince the ftrug* 
gle hath been for peace and fafety, pofte~ 
rity, which is to partake the benefit, ought 
to fhare in the expence 1 as if at the 
breaking out of this war there had been 
fuch a coniun&ure of affairs as never hap-r 
pened before, nor would ever happen a-, 
gain. It is wonderful that our anceftors 
in ali their wars mould never fall under 
fuch a neceffity ; that we meet no ex- 
amples of it in Greece and Rome ; that no 
other nation in Europe ever knew any 
thing like it, except Spain about an hun- 
dred and twenty years ago, when they 

drew 
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drew it upon themfelves by their own 
folly, and have fuffered for it ever fincej 
no doubt we fhall teach pofterity wifdom, 
but they will be apt to mink the purchafe 
too dear, and I wifli they may ftand to 
the bargain we have made in their names. 

It is eafy to entail debts on fucceeding 
ages, and to hope they will be able and 
willing to pay them ; but how to enfure 
peace for any term of years, is diffiult e- 
nough to apprehend. Will human nature 
ever ceafc to have the fame paffions, princes 
to entertain defigns of intercft or ambi- 
tion, and occafions of quarrel to arife? 
May not we our felves, by the variety of 
events and incidents which happen in the 
world, be under a neceflity of recovering 
towns out of the very hands of thole for 
whom we are now ruining our country to 
take them ? Neither can it be faid, that 
thofe Jlatesy with whom we may proba- 
bly differ, will be in as bad a condition as 
ourfelves ; for by the circumftances of our 
fitiiation, and the impofitions of our allies, 
we are more exhaufted than either they 
or the enemy; and by the nature of our 
government, the corruption of our man~ 
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ncrs, and the opposition of factions, we 
{hall be more flow in recovering. 

It will no doubt be a mighty comfort 
to our grandchildren, when they lee a 
few; rags hung up in Weftminfier-hdll % 
wjiich ooft an hundred millions, whereof 
they are paying the arrears, to Jboaft as 
beggars do, that their grandfathers were 
rich and great. 

I have often reflected on that miftaken 
notion of credit, fo boafted of by the ad- 
vocates of the late miniflry : was not all 
that credit built upon funds railed by the 
landed men, whom they now fo much 
hate and defpife? Is not the greateft part 
of thofe funds railed from the growth and 
product of land? muft not the whole debt 
be entirely paid, and our fleets and gari- 
fons be maintained, by the land and malt 
tax after a peace? If they call it credit 
to run ten millions in debt without par- 
liamentary fecurity, by which thepubdick 
is defrauded of almoft half; I muft think 
fuch credit to be dangerous, illegal, and 
perhaps treafonable. Neither hath any 
thing gone further to ruin the nation than 
their boafted credit. For my own part, 

when 




THE CONDUCT OF THE ALLIES. 1 87 

when I law this falfe credit fink, upon 
the change of the miniftry, I was lingular 
enough to conceive it a good omen. It 
ieemed as if the young extravagant heir 
had got a new fteward, and was refold- 
ed to look into his eftate before things 
grew defperate, which made the ufurers 
forbear feeding him with money, as they 
ufed to do. 

Since the monied men are fo fond of 
war, I fhould be glad they would furnifh 
out one campaign at their own charge: it 
is not above fix or feven millions ; and I 
dare engage to make it out, that when they 
have done this, inftead of contributing 
equal to the landed men, they will have 
their full principal and intereft at fix per 
cent, remaining of all the money theye- 
ver lent to the government. 

Without this refource, or fbme other 
equally miraculous, it is impoffible for 
us to continue the war upon the fame 
foot. I have already obferved, that the 
laft funds of intereft fell mort above a 
million, although the perfons moft con- 
verfant in ways and means employed their 
utmoft invention j fo that of neceflity we 
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muft be ftill more defective next campaign. 
But perhaps our allies will make up this 
deficiency on our fide by greater efforts 
on their own. Quite the contrary; both 
the Emperor and Holland failed this year 
in feveral articles ; and fignified to us fome 
time ago, that they cannot keep up to the 
feme proportions in the next. We have 
gained a noble barrier for the latter, and 
they have nothing more to demand or de- 
fire. The Emperor y however fanguine he 
may now affedt to appear, will, I mp- 
pofe, be fatisfied with Naples^Sicily^Milan, 
and his other acquifitions, rather than en- 
gage in a long hopelefs war, for the re- 
covery of Spam, to which his allies the 
Dutch will neither give their afliftance, 
nor confent. So that fince we have done 
their bufinefs, fince they have no further 
fervice for our arms, and we have no more 
money to give them ; and laftly, fince we 
neither defire any recompence, nor expect 
any thanks, we ought in pity to be dif- 
mifled, and have leave to fhift for ourfelves. 
They are ripe for a peace, to enjoy and 
cultivate what we have conquered for 
them ; and fo are we to recover, if poffible, 

the 
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the effeds of their hardfliips upon us. The 
firft overtures from France are made to 
England upon fafe and honourable terms ; 
we who bore the burthen of the war, ought 
in reafon to have the greateft fhare in mak- 
ing the peace. If we do not hearken to a 
peace others certainly will, and get the 
advantage of us there, as they have done 
in the war. We know the Dutch have 
perpetually threatened us, that they would 
enter into feparate meafures of a peace; 
and by the ftrength of that argument, as 
well as by other powerful motives, prevail- 
ed on thofe who were then at the helm, 
to comply with them on any terms, ra- 
ther than put an end to a war, which c- 
very year brought them luch great accef- 
fions to their wealth and power. Who- 
ever falls off, a peace will follow ; and 
then we mull be content with fuch con- 
ditions as our allies, out of their great 
concern for our fafety and intereft, will 
pleafe to chufe. They have no further 
occafion for righting, they have gained 
their point, and they now tell us it is 
our war; fo that in common juftice it 
ought to be our peace. 
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All we can propofe by die defperate 
fteps of pawning our land or malt tax, or 
erecting a general excife, is only toraife a 
fund of intereft for running us annually 
four millions further in debt, without any 
profpect of ending the war fo well as we 
can do at prdent. And when we have 
fimk the only unengaged revenues we had 
left, our incumbrances mull of necefllty 
remain perpetual. 

We have hitherto lived upon expedients 
which in time will certainly deftroy any 
conftitution, whether civil or natural ; and 
there was no country in cbriftendom had 
lefs occaiion for them than ours. We 
have dieted a healthy body into a con- 
fumption, by plying it with phyfick in- 
ftead of food. Art will help us no longer, 
and if we cannot recover by letting the 
remains of nature work, we muft in- 
evitably die. 

What arts have been ufed to poffefs 
the people with a ftrong delufion, that 
Britain muft infallibly be ruined, without 
the recovery of Spain to the houfe ofjfu- 
flria ? Making the lafety of a great and 
powerful kingdom as ours was then to 

deoend. 




THE CONDUCT OF THE ALLIES. 1 9 1 

depend upon an event, which even after 
a war of miraculous fucceues proves im- 
practicable. As if princes and great minis- 
ters could find no way of fettling the pub- 
lick tranquillity without changing the 
poffemons of kingdoms, and forcing fo- 
vereigns upon a people againft their in- 
clinations. Is there no fecurity for the 
ifland of Britain, unlefs a king of Spam 
be dethroned by the hands of his grand- 
father? Has the enemy no cautionary 
towns and fea-ports to give us for fecur- 
ing trade ? Can he not deliver us poflefBon 
of fuch places as would put him in a 
worfe condition, whenever he mould per- 
fidiouily renew the war? The prefent 
king of France has but few years to live 
by the courfe of nature, and doubtlefs 
would defire to end his days in peace. 
Grandfathers in private families are not 
obferved to have great influence on their 
grandfbns ; and I believe they have much 
lefs among princes; however, when the 
authority of a parent is gone is it likely 
that Philip will be directed by a brother 
againft his own intereft, and that of his 
fubjeds? Have not thofe two realms thek 
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feparate maxims of policy, which muft 
operate in times of peace? Thefe at leaft 
are probabilities, and cheaper by fix milli- 
ons a year than recovering Spain, or con- 
tinuing the war, both which feem abfb- 
lutely impoffible. 

But the common queftion is, if we 
muft now furrender Spain, what have we 
been fighting for all this while ? The an- 
swer is ready: we have been fighting for 
the ruin of the publick intereft, and the 
advancement of a private. We have been 
fighting to raife the wealth and grandeur 
of a particular family; to enrich ufurers 
and ftock-jobbers, and to cultivate the 
pernicious defigris of a fa&ion by deftroy- 
ing the landed intereft. The nation be- 
gins now to think thefe blejfmgs are not 
worth fighting for any longer, and there- 
fore defires a peace. 

But the advocates on the other fide cry 
out, that we might have had a better 
peace, than is now in agitation, above 
two years ago. Suppofing this to be true 
I do aflert, that by parity of reafon, we 
muft expect one juft fo much the worfe 
about two years hence. If thofe in power 

could 
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could then have given us a better peace, 
more is their infamy and guilt, that they 
did it not. Why did they infift upon con- 
ditions, which they were certain would 
never be granted ? We allow, it was in 
their power to have put a good end to the 
war, and left the nation in fome hope 
of recovering itfelf. And this is what 
we charge them with as anfwerable to 
God, their country, and pofterity ; that the 
bleeding condition of their fellow-fubjecl:s 
was a feather in the balance with their 
private ends. 

When we offer to lament the heavy 
debts and poverty of the nation, it is 
plea/ant to hear fome men anfwer all that 
can be faid, by crying up the power of 
England, the courage of Engla7id, the 
inexhauftible riches of England. I have 
heard a * man very fanguine upon this 
fubjecT:, with a good employment for life, 
and a hundred thoufand pounds in the 
funds, bidding us take courage, and war- 
ranting, that all would go well. This is 
the ftyle of men at eafe, who lay heavy 
bur thefts upon others, which they would not 

* The late lord Halifax* 

O touch 
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touch with one of their fingers, I have 
known fome people mch ill computers, 
as to imagine the many millions in flocks 
and annuities are fo much real wealth in 
the nation; whereas every farthing of it 
is entirely loft to us, fcattered \vl Holland, 
Germany, and Spain \ and the landed 
men, who now pay the intereft, muft at 
laft pay the principal. 

Fourthly, thofe who are againft any 
peace without Spain, have, I doubt, been 
ill informed as to the low condition of 
France, and the mighty confequences of 
our fucceffes. As to the firft it muft be 
confeffed, that after the battle oiRamillies 
the French were fodifcouraged with their 
frequent loues,and fbimpatient for a peace, 
that their king was refolved to comply 
upon any reafonable terms. But when his 
fubje&s were informed of our exorbitant 
demands, they grew jealous of his honour, 
and were unanimous to affift him in con- 
tinuing the war at any hazard, rather than 
fubmit. This fully reftored his authority ; 
and the fupplies he hath received from 
the fpanijh JVeJt-Indies, which in all are 
computed fince the war to amount to 

four 
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four hundred millions of livres, and all 
in Jpecie, have enabled him to pay his 
troops. Befides, the money is fpent in 
his own country ; and he hath fince waged 
war in the moft thrifty manner by acting 
on the defenfive ; compounding with us 
every campaign for a town, which cofts 
us fifty times more than it's worth, either 
as to the value, ortheconfequences. Then 
he is at no charge for a fleet, further than 
providing privateers, wherewith his fub- 
jects carry on a pyratical war at their own 
expence, and he fhares in the profit; 
which hath been very confiderable to 
France, and of infinite difadvantage to 
us, not only by the perpetual lories we 
have fuffered, to an immenfe value, but 
by the general difcouragement of trade, 
on which we fo much depend. All this 
considered, with the circumftances of 
that government, where the prince is 
mafter of the lives and fortunes of fo 
mighty a kingdom, (hews that monarch 
not to be fo funk in his affairs as we have 
imagined, and have long flattered our- 
felves with the hopes of. 

O 2 r SY«&. 
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Thofe who arc againft any peace with- 
out Spain y feem likewife to have been mis- 
taken in judging our victories, and o- 
ther fuccefles, to have been of greater 
confequence than they really were. 

When our armies take a town inFlanders, 
the Dutch are immediately put into pof- 
feffioriy and we at home make bonfires. I 
Jiave fometimes pitied the deluded people 
to fee them fquandring away their fewel 
to fb little purpofe. For example : what 
js it to us that Bouchajn is taken, about 
which the warlike politicians of the coffee- 
froufe make fuch a clutter ? What though 
the garrifon furrenderd prifoners of war, 
and in fight of the enemy ? We are not 
now in a condition to be fed with points 
of honour. What advantage have we, but 
that of fpending three or four millions 
moj-e to get another town for the States^ 
which may open them a new country for 
contributio7iS) and increafe the perquifites 
of the general ? 

In that war of ten years under the late 
king, when our commanders and foldiers 
were raw and unexperienced, in com- 
parifon of what they are at prefent, we 

loft 
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loft battles and towns j as well as we gain- 
ed them of late, fince thofe gentlemen 
have better learned their trade; yet we 
bore up then, as the French do now : nor 
was there any thing decifive in their fuc- 
ceffes; they grew weary as well as we, 
and at laft confented to a peace, under 
which we might have been happy enough, 
if it had not been followed by that wife 
treaty of partition^ which revived the 
flame that hath lafted ever fince. I fee 
nothing elfe in the modern way of mak- 
ing war, but that the fide, which can hold 
out longed, will end it with moft ad van* 
tage. In fuch a clofe country as Flanders, 
where it is carried on by fieges, the army 
that ads orTenfively is at a much greater 
expence of men and money ; and there is 
hardly a town taken, in the common 
forms, where the befiegers have not the 
worfe of the bargain. I never yet knew 
a fbldier, who would not affirm, that any 
town might be taken, if you were content 
to be at the charge. If you will count 
upon lacrificing fo much blood and trea- 
fure, the reft is all a regular, eftablifhed 
method, which cannot fail. When the 

O 3 Vva% 
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king of France in the times of his gran- 
deur fat down before a town, his generals 
and engineers would often fix the day 
when it fhould furrender : the enemy, 
ienfible of all this, hath for fbme years 
paft avoided a battle, where he hath fo 
ill fucceeded, and taken a furer way to 
confume us by letting our courage eva- 
porate againft (tones and rabbifh, and 
facrificing a fingle town to a campaign, 
which he can fo much better afford to 
lofe, than we to take. 

Laftly, thofe who are fo violently againft 
any peace without Spain being reftored 
to the houfe ofAuftria, have not I believe 
caft their eye upon a cloud gathering in 
the north, which we have helped to raife, 
and may quickly break in a ftorm upon 
our heads. 

The northern war hath been on foot al- 
moft ever fince our breach with France. 
The fuccefs of it is various ; but one effect 
to be apprehended was always the fame, 
that fooner or later it would involve us 
in its confequences; and that whenever 
this happened, let our fuccefs be never 
fo great againft France^ from that mo- 
ment 
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meat Trance would have the advantage. 

By our guarantee of the treaty of Tra- 
vendall we were obliged to hinder the king 
of Denmark from engaging in a war with 
Sweden. It was at that time understood 
by all parties, and fo declared, even by 
the Britijb minifters, that this engage- 
ment fpecially regarded Denmark's not 
affifting king Auguftus. But however, if 
this had not been fo, yet our obligation 
to Sweden flood in force by virtue of 
former treaties with that crown, which 
were all revived and confirmed by a fub- 
fequent one concluded at the Hague by 
Sir Jofepb Williamfon and monfieur £,/- 
lienroot about the latter end of the king's 
reign. 

However, the war in the north pro- 
ceeded ; and our not aflifting Sweden was 
at leaft as well exculed by the war which 
we were entangled in, as his not contri- 
buting his contingent to the empire, 
whereof he is a member, was excufed by 
the preflures he lay under, having a con- 
federacy to deal with. 

In this war the king of Sweden was 
victorious; and what dangers were we 

O 4 TsKfc. 
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not then expofed to? what fears were we 
not in ? He marched into Saxony, and if 
he had really been in the French intereft, 
might at once have put us under the great- 
eft difficulties. But the torrent turned 
another way, and he contented himfelf 
with impofing on his enemy the treaty of 
Alt Raftadt\ by which king Auguftus 
makes an abfolute cefllon of the crown of 
Poland^ renounces any title to it, ac- 
knowledges Stanijlaus ; and then both he 
and the king of Sweden join in defiring 
the guarantee of England and Holland, 
The Queen did not indeed give this 
guarantee in form ; but as a ftep towards 
it, the title of king was given to Stanijlaus 
by a letter from her majefty; and the 
ftrongeft aflurances were given to the 
fuoedijh minifter, in her majefty's name, 
and in a committee of council, that the 
guarantee mould fpeedily be granted ; and 
that in the mean while it was the fame 
thing as if the forms were paffed. 

In 1708 king AuguJ) 'us made the cam- 
paign in Flanders: what meafures he 
might at that time take, or of what na- 
ture the arguments might be that he 

made 
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made ufe of, is not known : but imme- 
diately after he breaks through all he had 
done, marches into Poland, and rcaffumes 
the crown. 

After this we apprehended, that the 
peace of the empire might be endangered ; 
and therefore entered into an acl: of gua- 
rantee for the neutrality of it. The king 
of Sweden refufed upon feveral accounts 
to fubmit to the terms of this treaty ; par- 
ticularly becaufe we went out of the em- 
pire to cover Poland and Jutland, but did 
not go out of it to cover the territories of 
Sweden. 

Let us therefore confider what is our 
cafe at prefent. If the king of Sweden re- 
turn and get the better, he will think 
himfelf under no obligation of having any 
regard to the interefts of the allies ; but 
will naturally purfue, according to his 
own expreflion, his enemy wherever he finds 
him. In this cafe the corps of the neutra- 
lity is obliged to oppofe him ; and fo we 
are engaged in a fecond war, before the 
firft be ended. 

If the northern confederates fucceed a- 
gainft Sweden, how mall we be able to 
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preferve the balance of power in the north, 
£6 effential to our trade as well as in many 
other refpeds ? What will become of that 
great fupport of the proteftant inter eft in 
Germany ', which is the footing that the 
Swedes now have in the empire ? Or who 
{hall anfwer, thatthefe princes, after they 
have fettled the north to their minds, may 
not take a fancy to look fouthward, and 
make our peace with Frame according to 
their own fchemes ? 

And laftly, if the king of Pruffia, the 
elector of Hanover, and other princes, 
whofe dominions lie contiguous, be forced 
to draw from thofe armies which a£t a- 
gainft France, we muft live in hourly ex- 
pectation of having thofe troops recalled, 
which they now leave with us; and this 
recal may happen in the midft of a fiege, 
or on the eve of a battle. Is it therefore 
our intereft to toil on in a ruinous war 
for an impracticable end, tilloneofthele 
cafes (hall happen, or to get under fhel- 
ter before the ftorm ? 

There is no doubt but the prefent 
miniftry (provided they could get over 
die obligations of honour and conference) 

might 
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might find their advantage in advifing the 
continuance of the war, as well as the laft 
did, although not in the fame degree after 
the kingdom hath been fo much ex- 
haufted. They might prolong it, till the 
parliament defire a peace ; and in the 
mean time leave them in full pofleffion of 
power. Therefore it is plain, that their 
proceedings at prefent are meant to lerve 
their country directly againft their private 
intereft; whatever clamour may be railed 
by thofe, who for the vileft ends would 
remove heaven and earth to oppofe their 
meafures. But they think it infinitely bet- 
ter to accept fuch terms as will fecureour 
trade, find a fufficient barrier for the 
States, give reafonable fatisfaEiion to the 
Emperor, and reftore the tranquillity of 
Europe, although without adding Spain 
to the empire; rather than go on in a 
languishing way, upon the vain expecta- 
tion of fome improbable turn for the re- 
covery of that monarchy out of the Bour- 
bon family; and at laft be forced to a 
worfe peace, by fome of the allies falling 
off upon our utter inability to continue 
the war. 
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PREFACE. 



WHEN I publimed the difcourfe 
called, The ConduSl of the Allies^ 
I had thoughts either of inferring or an- 
nexing the Barrier-Treaty at length, with 
fuch obfervations as I conceived might be 
ufeful for publick information : but that 
difcourfe taking up more room than I de- 
signed, after my utmoft endeavours to 
abbreviate it, I contented myfelf only with 
making fome few reflections upon that 
famous treaty^ fufficient as I thought to 
anfwer the defign of my book. I have 
fince heard, that my readers in general 
feemed to wifh I had been more particu- 
lar, and have difcovered an impatience 
to have that treaty made publick, efpeci- 
ally fince it hath been laid before the 
Houfe of Commons. 

That I may give fome light to the 
reader, who is not well verfed in thofe 
affairs, he may pleafe to know that a pro- 
ject for a treaty of barrier with the States 
was transmitted hither from Holland, but 
being difapproved of by our court in fe- 

TOC& 
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veral parts, a new project or fcheme of a 
treaty was drawn up here with many ad- 
ditions and alterations. This laft was 
called the counter- projeSi ; and was the 
meafure, whereby the duke of Marlbo- 
rough and my lord Town/hend were com- 
manded and inftructed to proceed in ne- 
gotiating a treaty of barrier with the 
States. 

I have added a tranilation of this coun- 
ter-projeSi in thofe articles where it differs 
from the barrier-treaty, that the reader 
by comparing them together may judge 
how punctually thole negotiators obferved 
their inftru&ions. I have likewife fiib- 
joined the fentiments of prince Eugene of 
Savoy i and the count De Sinzendorf, re- 
lating to this treaty, written (I fuppofe) 
while it was negotiating. And laftly, I 
have added a copy of the reprefentation 
of the britijb merchants at Bruges, figni- 
fying what inconveniencies they already 
felt and further apprehended from this 
barrier-treaty. 
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IMAGINE a reafonable perfoft iit 
China reading the following treaty, 
and one who was ignorant of our afrairs^ 
or our geography: he would conceive 
their high mightinefles the States-gene- 
ral to be fome vaft powerful common* 
wealth, like that of Rome-, and Her 
Majesty to be a petty prince, like one 
of thofe to whom that republick would 
fometimes fend a diadem for a prefent* 
when they behaved themfelves well, o- 
therwife could depofe at plead^e* and 
place whom they thought fit in his (lead. 
Such a man would think, that the States 
had taken our prince and us into their pro- 
teEiion ; and in return honoured us (o far, 
as to make ufe of our troops as fome fmall 
ailiftance in their conquefts, and the en- 
largement of their empire, or to prevent 

P ta& 
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the incurfions of Barbarians upon fome 
of their out-lying provinces. But how 
muft it found in an european ear, that 
Great Britain, after maintaining a war 
for lb many years, with fo much glory and 
fuccefs, and fuch prodigious expence, 
after faving the Empire, Holland, and 
Portugal, and almoft recovering Spain^ 
ihould, towards the clofe of a war, enter 
into a treaty with feven dutch provinces 
to fecure to them a dominion larger than 
their own, which (he had conquered for 
them; to undertake for a great deal more 
without ftipulating the lean advantage for 
herfelf ; and accept, as an equivalent, the 
mean condition of thofe States affifting to 
preferve her Queen on the throne, whom 
by God's afliftance (he is able to defend 
againft all her majefty's enemies and allies 
put together? 

Such a wild bargain could never have 
been made for us, if the States had not 
found it their intereft to ufe very power- 
ful motives with the chief advifers, (I fay 
nothing of the perfbn immediately em- 
ployed ;) and if a party here at home had 
not been refolved, for ends and purpofes 

very 
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Veiy well known, to continue the war a$ 
long as they had any occafion for ifc 

The counter- projeEl of 'this treaty made 
here at London was bad enough in all 
confcience: I have (aid fomething of it 
in the preface •> her majeft/s minifters 
were inftrucTied to proceed by it in their 
negotiation. There was one point in that 
project, which would have been of confe- 
quence to Britain, and one or two more 
where the advantages of the States were 
not fo very exorbitant, and where fome 
care was taken of the houfe of Auftria* 
Is it pofllble, that our good allies and 
friends could not be brought to any terms 
with us, unlefs by ftriking out every par- 
ticular that might do us any good, and 
adding ftill more to thofe whereby fo 
much was already granted? Forinftance, 
the article about demolifhing of Dunkirk 
fiirely might have remained ; which was 
of fome benefit to the States, as well as 
of mighty advantage to usj and which 
the french king hath lately yielded in one 
of his preliminaries, although clogged 
with the demand of an equivalent, which 
will owe its difficulty only to this treaty. 

P 2 But 
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But let me now confider the treaty itielf : 
among the ©ne and twenty articles, of 
which it confifts, only two have any re- 
lation to us, importing that the Dutch 
are to be guarantees of our fucceflion, and 
are not to enter into any treaty until the 
Queen is acknowledged by France. We 
know very well, that it is in confequence 
the intereft of the States, as much as ours, 
that Britain mould be governed by a.f>ro- 
tejtant prince. Befides, what is there 
more in this guarantee, than in all com- 
mon leagues offenfive and defenfive be- 
tween two powers, where each is obliged 
to defend the other againft any invader 
with all their ftrength? Such was the 
grand alliance between the Emperor, 
Britain, and Holland', which was, or 
ought to have been, as good a guarantee 
of our fucceflion to all intents and pur- 
pofes, as this in the barrier treaty, and 
the mutual engagements in fuch alliances 
have been always reckoned fufficient with- 
out any feparate benefit to either party. 

It is, no doubt, for the intereft of 
Britain, that the States mould have a 
fufficient barrier againft France, but their 

higfi 
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high mightinefles for fbme few years paft, 
have put a different meaning upon the 
word barrier > from what it formerly ufed 
to bear when applied to them. When 
the late king was prince of Orange, and 
commanded their armies againft France, 
it was never once imagined, that any of 
the towns taken mould belong to the 
Dutch , they were all immediately deliver- 
ed up to their lawful monarch ; and Flan- 
ders was only a barrier to Holland, as it 
was in the hands of Spain, rather than 
France. So in the grand alliance of 1 701 
the feveral powers promilingto endeavour 
to recover Flanders for a barrier was un- 
derstood to be the recovering thofe pro- 
vinces to the king of Spain ; but in this 
treaty the ftyle is wholly changed : here 
are about twenty towns and forts of great 
importance, with their chattelanies and 
dependencies (which dependencies are like- 
wife to be enlarged as much as poffible) 
and the whole revenues of them to be 
under the perpetual military government 
of the Dutch, by which that republick 
will be entirely mafters of the richeft part 
oi all Flanders ; and upon any appearance 

P 3 <& 
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c£ war they may put their garifons into 
any other place of* the Low-countries ; and 
farther, the king of Spain is to give them 
a revenue of four hundred thoufand crowns 
a year to enable them to maintain thole 
garifons. 

Why fhould we wonder that the Dutch 
are inclined to perpetuate the war, when 
by an article in this treaty the king of 
Spain is not to pojfefs one Jingle town in 
the Low-countries, until a peace he made* 
The duke of Anjou> at the beginning of 
this war, maintained fix and thirty thou- 
fand men out of thokfpanijh provinces he 
then poflefled : to which if we add the 
many towns fince taken, which were not 
in the late king of Spain % pofleflion at the 
time of his death, with all their territories 
and dependencies ; it is vifible what forces 
the States may be able to keep, even with- 
out any charge to their peculiar dominions, 

The towns and chatellanies of this bar- 
rier always maintained their garifons, when 
they were in the hands of France ; and, 
as it is reported, returned a confiderable 
fum of money into the king's coffers ; yet 
the king of Spain is obliged by this trea- 
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ty (as we have already obferved) to add 
over and above a revenue of four hun- 
dred thouiand crowns a year. We know 
likewise, that a great part of the revenue of 
the/panifi Netherlands is already pawned 
totheoWar; fo that after a peace no- 
thing will be left to the fovereign, nor 
will the people be much eafed of the tax- 
es they at prefent labour under. 

Thus the States by virtue of this bar" 
rier treaty will in effecr. be abfolute fb- 
vereigns of all Flanders ^ and of the whole 
revenues in the utmoft extent. 

And here I cannot without fome con- 
tempt take notice of a fort of reafoning 
offered by feveral people ; that the many 
towns we have taken for the Dutch are of 
no advantage, bccaufe the whole reve- 
nues of thofe towns are fpent in main- 
taining them. For firft, the fact, is ma- 
nifeftly falfe, particularly as to Lijle and 
fome others. Secondly, the States after a 
peace are to have four hundred thou- 
sand crowns a year out of the remainder 
of Flanders, which is then to be left to 
Spain. And laftly, fuppofe all thefe ac- 
quired dominions will not bring a penny 

P 4. into 
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into their treafury, what can be of greater 
confequence, than to be able to maintain 
a mighty army out of their new conquefts, 
which before they always did by taxing 
their natural fubje&s? 

How fhall we be able to anfwer it to 
king Charles III. that while we pretend 
to endeavour reftoring him to the entire 
monarchy of Spain, we join at the fame 
time with the Dutch to deprive him of 
his natural right to the Low-countries f 

But fuppofe by a dutch barrier muft 
now be underftood only what is to be in 
poffeffion of the States ; yet, even under 
this acceptation of the word nothing was 
originally meant except a barrier againft 
France ; whereas feveral towns demanded 
by the Dutch in this treaty can be of no 
ufe at all in fuch a barrier. And this is 
the fentiment even of prince Eugene him- 
felf (the prefent oracle and idol of the 
party here) who fays, that Dendermond, 
Oftend, and the cafle of Gand, do in no 
fort belong to the barrier ; nor can be of 
Other ufe, than to make the States-general 
piaflers of the Low-countries, and hinder 
their trade with England. And further : 

that 
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that thofe who are acquainted with the coun- 
try know very weft, that to fortify Lier 
and Halle can give nofecurity to the States 
as a barrier ', but only raife a jealoujy in 
the people y that thofe places are only fortified 
in order to block #/>Bruflels, and the other 
great towns of Brabant. 

In thofe towns of Flanders where the 
Dutch are to have garifons, but the ec- 
clefiaftical and civil power to remain to 
the king of Spain after a peace, the 
States have power to fend arms, ammuni- 
tion, and vi&uals, without paying cus- 
toms; under which pretence they will 
engrofs the whole trade of thofe towns, 
exclufive of all other nations. 

This prince Eugene likewife fbrefaw; 
and in his obfervations upon this treaty, 
here annexed, propofed a remedy for it. 

And if the Dutch (hall pleafe to think, 
that the whole fponifh Netherlands are 
not a fufficient barrier for them, I know 
no remedy from the words of this treaty, 
but that we muft ftill go on and con- 
quer for them as long as they pleafe. For 
the Queen is obliged, whenever a peace 
is treated, to procure for them whatever 

pall 
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Jhall be thought necejfary befides; and 
where their neceflity will terminate is 
not very eafy to forefee. 

Could any of her majefty*s fubje&s con- 
ceive, that in thofe very towns we have 
taken for the Dutch) and given into their 
pofleffion as a barrier ', either the States 
mould demand, or our tninifters allow, 
that the fubje&s of Britain mould in re- 
IpecT: to their trade be ufed worfe, than 
they were under the late king of Spain t 
yet this is the fad, as monftrous as it ap- 
pears : all goods going to or coming from 
Newport or Ofiend are to pay the lame 
duties, as thofe that pafs by the Scheld un- 
der the Dutch forts : and this in effect is 
to fhut out all other nations from trading 
to Flanders. The englijh merchants at 
Bruges complain, that after they have 
paid the king of Spain's duty for goods im- 
ported at Oftend, the fame goods are made 
liable to further duties , when they are car- 
riedfrom thence into the towns of the Dutch 
new conquefls; and defire only the fame 
privileges of trade they had before the death 
of the late king of Spain, Charles II. And 
in confequence of this treaty, the Dutch 

have 
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have already taken off eight per cent. 
from all goods they fend to the fpanijb 
Flanders, but left it ftill upon us. 

But what is very (urprizing, in the 
very fame article, where our good friends 
and allies are wholly fhutting us out from 
trading in thofe towns we have conquered 
for them with fo much blood and treaiure, 
the Queen is obliged to procure, that 
the States mall be ufed as favourably in 
their trade over all the king of Spain's 
dominions, as her own fubjecls, or as the 
people tnojl favoured. This I humbly con- 
ceive to be perfect boys play ; crofs I win, 
and pile * you lofe ; or whafs yours is mine, 
and what's mine is my own. Now if it 
mould happen, that in a treaty of peace 
fome ports or towns mould be yielded us 
for the fecurity of our trade, in any part 
of the fpanijb dominions at how great a 
diftance fosver, I fuppofe the Dutch 
would go on with their boys play, and chal- 
lenge half by virtue of that article : or 
would they be content with the military 
government and the revenues, and rec- 

* The two fides of our coin were once diftinguifhed by 
crofs and file as they are now by beads and tails. 

kon 
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kon them among what Jhall be thought ne- 
cejfary for their barrier ? 

This prodigious article is introduced as 
fubfequent to the treaty olMunfler made 
about the year 1648, at a time when 
England was in the utmoft confufion and 
very much to our difadvantage. Thofe 
parts in that treaty, fo unjuft in themfelves 
and fo prejudicial to our trade, ought in 
reafon to have been remitted rather than 
confirmed upon us for the time to come. 
But this is dutch partnerfhip j to {hare in 
all our beneficial bargains^ and exclude 
us wholly from theirs, even from thofe 
which we have got for them. 

In one part oliThe conduct of the allies^ 
etc. among other remarks upon this trea- 
ty I make it a queftion, whether it were 
right in point of policy or prudence to 
call in a foreign power to be a guarantee 
to our fucceflion ; becaufe, by that means 
we put it out of the power of our legijlature 
to alter the fuccejfwn y how much foever the 
mceffity of the kingdom may require it f * 
To comply with the cautions of fome 
people, I explained my meaning in the 

* Pag. 131. 
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folbwing editions. I was allured, that my 
Lord Chief Juftice affirmed, that paf- 
fage was treafon. One of my anfwerers, I 
thmk,decides as favourably ; and I am told, 
that paragraph was read very lately during 
a debate with a comment in very inju- 
rious terms, which perhaps might have 
been fpared. That the legiflature mould 
have power to change the fucceflion, 
whenever the neceflities of the kingdom 
require, is fo very uteful towards preferv- 
ing our religion and liberty, that I know 
not how to recant. The worft of this o- 
pinion is, that at firft fight it appears to 
be wbiggiJJ} ; but the diftindion is thus : 
the wbigs are for changing the fucceflion 
when they think fit, although the entire 
legiflature do not content ; I think it ought 
never to be done but upon great neceflity, 
and that with the fan&ion of the whole 
legiflature. Do thefe gentlemen of revo- 
lution principles think it impoflible, that 
we fhould ever have occafion again to 
change our fucceflion ? And if fuch an 
accident fhould fall out, muft we have 
no remedy until the feven provinces will 
give their content? Suppofe that this viru- 
lent 
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lent party among us were as able, as fomc 
are willing to raife a rebellion for re-inftat- 
ing them in power, and would apply 
themfelves to the Dutch as guarantees 
of our lucceffion to aflift them with all 
their force, under pretence that the Queen 
and miniftry, a great majority of both 
houfes, and the bulk of the people were 
for bringing over France^ popery and 
the pretender? Their high tnigbtinejfes 
would, as I take it, be fole judges of the 
controverfy,and probably decide it fo well, 
that in fome time we might have the 
happinefs of becoming a province to Hol- 
land. I am humbly of opinion, that there 
are two qualities neceflary to a reader be- 
fore his judgment mould be allowed; 
thefc are, common honefty, and common 
fenfe ; and that no man could have mif* 
reprefented that paragraph in my dif- 
courfe, unlefs he were utterly deftitute of 
one, or both. 

The prefumptive fucceflbr, and her im- 
mediate heirs, have fo eftablifhed a reputa- 
tion in the world for their piety, wifdom, 
and humanity, that no neceflity of this 
kind is like to appear in their days ; but 

Imuft 
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I muft ftill infill, that it is a diminution 
to the independency of the imperial 
crown of Great Britain^ to call at every 
door for help to put our laws in execution. 
And we ought toconfider, that if in ages 
to come fuch a prince mould happen to 
be in fucceffion to our throne, who mould 
be entirely unable to govern ; that very 
motive might incline our guarantees to 
fupport him, the more effectually to bring 
the rivals of their trade into confufion 
and difbrder. 

But to return: the Queen is here put 
under the unreafonable obligation of being 
guarantee of the whole barrier treaty ; of 
the Dutch having pofleffion of the laid 
barrier, and the revenues thereof before a 
peace ; of the payment of four hundred 
thoufand crowns by the king of Spain\ 
that the States mail poflcfs their barrier, 
even before king Charles is in pofleffion of 
thejpanijb Netherlands ', although by the 
fifth article of the grand alliance her ma- 
jefty is under no obligation to do any thing 
of this nature, except in a general treaty. 

All kings, princes and ftates are in- 
vited to enter into this treaty, and to be 

guarantees 
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guarantees of its execution. This article, 
though very frequent in treaties, feems 
to look very odly in that of the barrier* 
Popifh princes are here invited among 
others to become guarantees of our pro- 
teftant fuccerlion; every petty prince in 
Germany muft be intreated to preferve the 
Queen of Great Britain upon her throne. 
The king of Spain is invited particularly, 
and by name, to become guarantee of the 
execution of a treaty, by which his allies, 
who pretend to fight his battles and re- 
cover his dominions, ftrip him in effect 
of all his ten provinces; a clear reafon 
why they never lent any forces to Spain^ 
and why the obligation, not to enter into 
a treaty of peace with France until that 
entire monarchy was yielded as a pre- 
liminary, was ftruck out of the counter 
project by the Dutch. They fought only 
in Flanders, becaufe there they only 
fought for themfelves. King Charles muft 
needs accept this invitation very kindly, 
and ftand by with great fatisfadtion, while 
the belgick lion divides the prey, and 
afligns it all to himfelf. I remember there 
was a parcel of foldiers, who robbed a 

farmer 
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farmer of his poultry, and then made 
him wait at table, while they devoured his 
victuals without giving him a morfel; 
and upon his expoftulating had only for 
anfwer, Why firrah, are we not come here 
to protect you? And thus much for this 
generous invitation to all kings and princes 
to lend their affiftance and become gua- 
rantees out of pure good nature for fe- 
curing Flanders to the Dutch. 

In the treaty of Ryfwick no care was 
taken to oblige the french king to acknow- 
ledge the right or fucceflion in her pre- 
sent majefty; for want of which point 
being then fettled France refufed to ac- 
knowledge her for Queen of Great Bri- 
tain after the late king's death. This un- 
accountable neglect (if it were a neglct) is 
here called an omiflion,* and care is taken 
to fupply it in the next general treaty of 
peace. I mention this occafionally, be- 
caufe I have fome ftubborn doubts with- 
in me, whether it were a wilful omiflion 
or no. Neither do I herein reflect in the 
leaft upon the memory of his late majefty, 
whom I entirely acquit of any imputa- 

* Article XX. 

Q^ tion 
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tion upon this matter. But when I recol- 
lect the behaviour, the language, and the 
principles of fome certain perfons inthofe 
days, and compare them with that omi£- 
fion ; I am tempted to draw fome con- 
clufions, which a certain party would 
be more ready to call falfe and malicious, 
than to prove them fo. 
. I muft here take leave (becaufe it will 
not otherwife fall in my way) to fay a few 
words in return to a gentleman, I know 
not of what chara&er or calling, who hath 
done me the honour to write three di£- 
courfes againft that treatife of The conduft 
of the allies^ etc. and promifes for my 
comfort, to conclude all in a fourth. I pity 
anfwerers with all my heart, for the many 
difadvantages they lie under. My book 
did a world of mifchief (as he calls it) be- 
fore his flrft part could poflibly come out; 
" and fo went on dirough the kingdom, 
while his limped flowly after; and. if it 
arrived at all, it was too late ; for people's 
opinions were already fixed. His manner 
ofanrweringmeisthus: of thoie fads which 
he pretends to examine, fome he refolute- 
ly denies, others he endeavours to exte- 
nuate, 
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nuate, and the reft he diftorts with fuch 
unnatural turns, that I would engage by 
the fame method to difprove any hiftory 
either ancient or modern. Then the whole 
is interlarded with a thoufand injurious 
epithets and appellations, which heavy 
writers are forced to make ufe of, as a 
fupply for that want of fpirit and genius 
they are not born to : yet after all he al- 
lows a very great point, for which I con- 
tend, confefling in plain words, that the 
burthen of the war hath chiefly lain upon 
us ; and thinks it fufficient for the Dutch y 
that next to England they have born the 
greateft fhare. And is not this the great 
grievance of which the whole kingdom 
complains? I am inclined to think, that 
my intelligence was at leaft as good as 
his ; and fome of it, I can afiure him, 
came from perfons of his own party, al- 
though perhaps not altogether fo inflamed. 
Hitherto therefore the matter is pretty 
equal, and the world may believe him or 
me as they pleafe. But I think the great 
point of controverfy between us is, whether 
the effects and confequences of things fol- 
low better from his premifles or mine? 

Q^2 And 
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And there I will not fee fatisfied, unlefs he 
will allow the whole advantage to be on 
my fide. Here is a flourifhing kingdom 
brought to the brink of ruin by a moft 
fuccefsful and glorious war of ten years, 
under an able, diligent and loyal miniftry, 
a moft faithful, juft and generous com- 
mander, and in conjunction with the 
moft hearty, reafbnable and fincere al- 
lies. This is the cafe, as that author re- 
prefents it. I have heard a ftory, I think 
it was of the duke of %*, who playing at 
hazard at the groom-porters in much com- 
pany, held in a great many hands toge- 
ther, and drew a huge heap of gold; but 
in the heat of play never obferved a fharper 
who came once or twice under his arm, 
and (wept a great deal of it into his hat ; 
the company thought it had been one of 
his (ervants. When the duke's hand was 
out, they were talking how much he had 
won. Yes, faid he, I held in very long; yet 
methinks I have won but very little. They 
told him his Servant had got the reft in 
his hat ; and then he found he was cheated. 
It hath been my good fortune to fee 
the moft important facls that I have ad- 
vanced 
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vanced juftifled by the publick voice; 
which, let this author" do what he can, will 
incline the world to believe, that I may- 
be right in the reft. And I folemnly de- 
clare, that I have not wilfully committed 
the leaft miftake. I ftopt the fecond editi- 
on, and made all poflible enquiries among 
thofe who I thought could beft inform me, 
in order to correct any error I could hear of; 
I did the fame to the tliird and fourth edi- 
tions, and then left the printer to his liberty. 
This I take for a more effectual anfwer 
to all cavils, than an hundred pages of con- 
troverfy. 

But what difgufts me from having any 
thing to do with this race of anfwer-job- 
bers, is, that they have no fort of confci- 
ence in their dealings: to give one in- 
ftance in this gentleman's third part, which 
I have been lately looking into. When I 
talk of the moft petty princes, he (ays that 
I mean crowned heads; when I fay the 
foldiers of thofe petty princes are ready 
to rob or ftarve at home, he fays I call 
kings and crowned heads robbers and high- 
waymen. This is what the wbigs call an- 
fvvering a book. 

Q^ 3 I can- 
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I cannot omit one particular concern- 
ing this author, who is To pofitive in af- 
ferting his own fads and contradicting 
mine; he affirms, that the buiinefs of 
*Tboulon was difcovered by the clerk of a 
certain great man, who was then fecretary 
of ftate. It is neither wife nor for the cre- 
dit of his party to put us in mind of that 
fecretary, or of that clerk ; however, fb it 
happens, that nothing relating to the affair 
of 'thoulon did ever pafs through that fecre- 
tary's office : which I here affirm with great 
phlegm, leaving the epithets of falfe,fcanda- 
lous, villainous, and the reft, to the au- 
thor and his fellows. 

But to leave this author; let us confi- 
der the confequence of our triumphs, up- 
on which fome fet fo great a value as to 
think, that nothing lefs than the crown 
can be a fufficient reward for the merit of 
the general We have not enlarged our 
dominions by one foot of land : our trade, 
which made us considerable in the world, 
is either given up by treaties, or clogged 
with duties, which interrupt and daily 
lefien it. We fee the whole nation groan- 
ing under exceflive taxes of all forts to 

raife 
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raife three millions of money for payment 
of the intereft of thofe debts we have con- 
tracted. Let us look upon the reverfe of 
the medal ; we mail fee our neighbours, 
who in their utmoft diftrefs called for 
our afliftance, become by this treaty 
even in time of peace mafters of a more 
confiderable country than their own; in a 
condition to ftrike terror into us, with fifty 
thoufand veterans ready to invade us 
from that country, which we have con- 
quered for them ; and to commit infolent 
hoftilities upon us in all other parts, as 
they have lately done in the Eafl-Indies. 

THE BARRIER TREATY BETWEEN HER 
MAJESTY AND THE STATES-GENERAL. 

HER majejly the Queen of Great 
Britain and the lords the States-ge- 
neral of the united provinces ^ having confix 
dered how much it concerns the quiet and 
fecurity of their kingdoms and fiates^ and 
the publick tranquillity \ to maintain and to 
fecure on one fide, the fuccejfion to the crown 
of Great Britain infuch manner as it is 
now ejlablijhed by the laws of the kingdom', 
and on the other fide, that the States- gene- 

Q_4 ral 
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ral of the united provinces Jbould have & 
ftrong and fufficient barrier againfi France 
and others who would furprize or attack 
them : and her majefiy and the [aid States- 
general apprehending with jufi reafon the 
troubles and the mif chiefs which may happen 
in relation to this fucceffton, if at any time 
there Jhould be any perfon, or any power 9 
who Jhould call it in quefiion ; and that the 
countries and Jlates of the faid lords the 
States-general were not furnifhed withfuch 
a barrier. For thefefaid reafons her faid 
majefiy the Queen of Great Britain, al- 
though in the vigour of her age, and enjoy- 
ing perfect health (in which may God pre- 
ferve her many years) out of an effecJ of her 
ufual prudence and piety, has thought fit 
to enter with the lords the States-general of 
the united provinces into a particular alli- 
ance and confederacy, the principal end 
and only aim of which Jhall be the publick 
quiet and tranquillity, and to prevent, by 
meafures taken in time, all the events which 
might one day excite new war. It is with 
this view, that her britifh majefiy has grven 
her full power to agree upon fome articles 
of a treaty, in addition to the treaties and 

alliances 




THE BARRIER TREATY. 233 

alliances that fie bath already with the lords 
the States-general of the united provinces^ 
to her ambajfador extraordinary and pleni- 
potentiary y Charles vifcount Townmend, 
baron of Lyne-Regis, privy counfellor to 
her britiih majefiy> captain of her f aid ma- 
jeflys yeomen of the guards and her lieu- 
tenant in the county of Norfolk; and the 
lords the States-general of the united pro- 
vinces^ the fieurs John de Welderen lord 
of Valburgh, great bailiff of the Lower 
Betewe, of the body of the nobility of the 
province of Guelder ; Frederick baron of 
Reede lordofL\tT y St. Anthony, and T'er 
Lee, of the order of the nobility of the pro- 
vince of Holland and Weft-Friezeland ; 
Anthony Heinfius, counfellor-penfionary of 
the province of Holland and Weft-Frieze- 
land, keeper of the great-fealy andfuper-in- 
tendant of the fiefs of the fame province ; 
Cornelius Van Gheet, lord of Spran- 
brook, Bulkefteyn, etc. Gedeon Hoeuft, 
canon of the chapter of the church of St. 
Peter at Utrecht, and elected counfellor 
in the ftates of the province of Utrecht ; 
Haflel Van Sminia, fecretary of the cham- 
ber of the accounts of the province of 

Frieze- 
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Friezeland; Erneft Itterfiim, lord of Of- 
terbof, of the body of the nobility of the pro- 
vince of Overyflel ; and Wicher Wieners, 
fenator of the city of Groningen ; all de<- 
puties to the ajfembly of the faid lords the 
States-general on the one party reflec- 
tively of the provinces of Guelder, Hol- 
land, Weft-Friezeland, Zeland, Utrecht, 
Friezeland, Overyflel, and Groningen, and 
Ommelands, who by virtue of their full 
powers-^ have agreed upon the following ar- 
ticles : 

ARTICLE I. 

TH E treaties of peace, friendfhip, al- 
liance, and confederacy between 
her britannich majefty and the States-ge- 
neral of the united provinces fhall be ap- 
proved and confirmed by the prefent trea- 
ty, and fhall remain in their former force 
and vigour as if they were inferted word 
for word. 

ARTICLE II. 

The fucceflion to the crown of Eng- 
land having been fettled by an act of 
parliament, pafled the twelfth year of the 

reign 
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reign of his late majefty king WtUiam III. 
the title of which is, An aSlfor the fur- 
ther limitation of the crown, and better 
fecuring the rights and liberties ofthefub- 
jecl ; and lately, in the fixth year of the 
reign of her prefent majefty, this fuccef- 
(Ion having been again eftablifhed and 
confirmed by another ad made for the 
greater fecurity of her majefty's perfon 
and government, and the fucceffion to the 
crown of Great Britain, etc. in the line 
of the moft ferene houfe of Hanover, and 
in the perfon of the princefs Sophia, and 
of her heirs, fucceflbrs, and defendants, 
male and female, already born or to be 
born : and although no power hath any 
right to oppofe the laws made upon this 
fubjec"t by the crown and parliament of 
Great Britain ; if it mail happen never- 
thelefs, that under any pretence, or by 
any caufe whatever, any perfon or any 
power or ftate may pretend to difpute the 
eftablimment which the parliament hath 
made of the aforcfaid fucceffion in the 
moft ferene houfe of Hanover, to oppofe 
the faid fucceffion, to affift or favour thofe 
who may oppofe it, whether directly or 

indite&bj 
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indirectly by open war, or by fomenting 
feditions and confpiracies againfl her or 
him to whom the crown of Great Bri- 
tain fhall defcend, according to the ads 
aforefaid; the States-general engage and 
promife to affift and maintain in the faid 
fucceffion her or him to whom it (hall 
belong by virtue of the faid a&s of parlia- 
ment, to affift them in taking pofleffion, 
if they fhould not be in actual pofleffion, 
and to oppofe thole who would difhirb 
them in the taking fuch pofleffion, or in 
the adual pofleffion of the aforefaid fuc- 
ceffion. 

ARTICLE III. 

Her faid majefty and the States-general 
in confequence of the fifth article of the 
alliance concluded between the Emperor •, 
the late king of Great Britain^ and the 
States-general^ the feventh of September 
1 70 1 , will employ all their force to reco- 
ver the reft of the Jpanijh Low-countries. 

ARTICLE IV. 

And further, they will endeavour to 
conquer as many towns and forts as they 

can, 
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can, in order to their being a barrier and 
fecurity to the faid States. 

ARTICLE V. 

And whereas, according to the ninth 
article of the laid alliance, it is to be a- 
greed, amongft other matters, how and 
in what manner the States (hall be made 
fafeby means of this barrier, the Queen 
of Great Britain will ufe her endeavours 
to procure that in the treaty of peace it 
may be agreed, that all thefpanijh Low- 
countries, and what elfe may be found 
neceflkry, whether conquered or uncon- 
quered places, fhall ferve as a barrier to 
the States. 

ARTICLE VI. 

That to this end their high mightincf- 
fes fhall have the liberty to put and keep 
garifbn, to change, augment and dimi- 
nifh it as they fhall judge proper, in the 
places following : namely, Newport, Fur- 
nes with the fort of Knocks, Tpres, Menin, 
the town and citadel of Lijle, Ton may 
and its citadel, Conde, Valenciennes \ and 
the places which fhall from hence for- 
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ward be conquered from France, Mau- 
beuge, Charleroy, Namur and its citadel, 
Lier, Halle to fortify, the ports ofPer/e, 
Philippe, Damme, the caftleofGtfra/, and 
Dendermonde. The fort of St. Donas be- 
ing joined to the fortification of the Shice % 
and being entirely incorporated with it, 
{hall remain and be yielded in property 
to the States. The fort of Rodenhuyfen 
on this fide Gand mall be demolifhed. 

ARTICLE VII. 

The faid States-general may, in cafe of 
an apparent attack, or war, put as many 
troops as they fhall think neceflary in all 
the towns, places and forts in the fpanijh 
Law-countries, where the reafon of war 
fhall require it. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

They may likewife fend into the towns, 
forts and places, where they (hall have 
their garifons, without any hindrance and 
without paying any duties, provifions, am- 
munitions of war, arms and artillery, ma- 
terials for the fortifications, and all that 

(kalL 
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fliall be found convenient and neceflary 
for the faid garifons and fortifications. 

ARTICLE IX. 

The faid States-general (hall alfo have 
liberty to appoint in the towns, forts and 
places of their barrier, mentioned in the 
foregoing fixth article, where they may 
have garifons, fuch governors and com- 
manders, majors and other officers as they 
(hall find proper, who fhall not be fub- 
ject, to any other orders, whatfoever they 
may be, or from whencefoever they may 
come, relating to the fecurity and military 
government of the faid places, but only to 
thofe of their high mightinefles (exclufive 
of all others;) ftill preferving the rights and 
privileges, as well ecclefiaftical as political, 
of king Charles the third. 

ARTICLE X. 

That befides the States (hall have li- 
berty to fortify the faid towns, places and 
forts which belong to them, and repair 
the fortifications of them in fuch manner 
as they (hall judge neceflary ; and further 
to do whatever fhall be ufeful for their 
defence. A R T I- 
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ARTICLE XL 

It is agreed, that the States-general 
fliall have all the revenues of the towns, 
places, jurifdi&ions, and their dependen- 
cies, which they fliall have for their bar- 
rier from France, which were not in the 
pofleflion of the crown of Spain at the 
time of the death of the late king darks 
II. and bcfides, a million of livres fliall be 
fettled for the payment of one hundred 
thoufand crowns every three months out 
of the cleareft revenues of xhejpanijb Low- 
countries, which the faid king was then 
in poflefjion of; both which are for main- 
taining the garifons of the States, and for 
fupplying the fortifications, as alfo the 
magazines, and other neceflary expences 
in the towns and places above mentioned. 
And that the faid revenues may be fuffi- 
cient to fupport thefe expences, endea- 
vours fliall be ufed for enlarging the de- 
pendencies and jurifdictions aforefaid as 
much as poffible ; and particularly, for in- 
cluding with the jurifdi&ion of Tpres 
that of Caff el, and the foreft of Niepe; 
and with- the jurifdidion dtLijle the ju- 

tUHi&ion 
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rifdi&ion of Douay, both having been fo 
joined before the prefent wan 

ARTICLE XII; 

That no town, fort, place, or country 
of the fpanijh Low-countries (hall be" 
granted, transferred, or given, or defcend 
to the crown of France, or any of the line 
of France, neither by virtue of any gift, 
fale, exchange, marriage, agreement, in- 
heritance, fucceflion by will, or through 
want of wu% from no title whatibever, nor 
in any other manner whatfoever, nor be put 
into the power, or under the authority of 
the mod chriftian king, or any one of the 
line of France* 

ARTICLE Xlli. 

And whereas the faid States-general, 
in confequence of the ninth article of the 
faid alliance, are to make a convention or 
treaty with king Charles the third for put- 
ing the States in a condition of fafety by 
means of the faid barrier, the Quebn of 
Great Britain will do what depends up- 
on her, that all the foregoing particulars 
relating to the barrier of the States may 

R be 
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be inserted in the aforefaid treaty or con- 
vention; and that her {aid majefty will 
continue her good offices, until the above- 
mentioned convention between the States 
and the laid king Charles the third be con- 
cluded, agreeably to what is before-men- 
tioned; and that her majefty will be gua- 
rantee of the (aid treaty or convention. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

And that the feid States may enjoy 
from henceforward, as much as pofliHe, 
a barrier for x!tit fpanijb Low-countries, 
they foall be permitted to put their gari- 
fbns in the towns already taken, and which 
may hereafter be fo, before the peace be 
concluded and ratified. And in the mean 
time the faid king Charles IIL (hall not 
be allowed to enter into pofleflion of the 
faidfpanijh Low-countries , neither entire- 
ly nor in part: and during that time 
the Queen mall affift their high mighti- 
nefics to maintain them in the enjoyment 
of the revenues, and to find the million 
of livres a year abovementioned. 
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ARTICLE XV. 

And whereas their high mightinefles 
have ftipulated by the treaty of Munjter 
in the fourteenth article, that the river 
Scheldt as alio the canals of Sas t Swan, 
and other mouths of the fea bordering 
thereupon (hould be kept fhut on the fide 
of the States : 

And in the fifteenth article, that the 
fhips and commodities going in and com- 
ing out of the harbours of Flanders mail 
be and remain charged with all fuch im* 
pofts and other duties as are raifed up- 
on commodities going and coming along 
the Scheldt arK * the other canals above- 
mentioned : 

The Queen of Great Britain promifes 
and engages, that their high mightineffes 
fhall never be difturbed in their right 
and poflemon in that refpedt, neither di- 
rectly or indire&ly j as alfo, that the com- 
merce mail not in prejudice of the faid 
treaty be made more eafy by thefea-ports 
than by the rivers, canals, and mouths 
of the lea, on the fide of the States of the 
united provinces, neither directly or in- 
directly. 

R 2 And 
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And whereas by the fixteenth and fe- 
.venteenth articles of the fame treaty of 
Munfter his majefty the king of Spain is 
obliged to treat the fubjecTs of their high 
mightinefles as favourably as the fubjedis 
of Great Britain and the Hans towns, 
who were then the people moft favourably 
treated; her Britannick majefty and their 
high mightinefles promife likewife to take 
care, that the fubje&s of Great Britain and 
of their high mightinefles fhall be treat- 
ed in the fpanijh Low-countries as well 
as in Spain, the kingdoms and ftates be- 
longing to it, equally and as well the 
one as the other, as the people moft fa- 
voured. 

ARTICLE XVI. 

The faid Queen and States-general o- 
blige themfelves to furnifh by fea and 
land the fuccours and afliftance neceflary 
to maintain by force her faid majefty in 
the quiet pofleflion of her kingdoms ; and 
the moft ferene houfe of Hanover in the laid 
fucceffion in the manner it is fettled by 
the acls of parliament before-mentioned ; 

and 
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and to maintain the faid States-general in. 
the poueflion of the faid barrier. 

ARTICLE XVII. 

After the ratifications of the treaty a 
particular convention (hall be made of the 
conditions, by which the faid Queen and 
the laid lords the States-general will en- 
gage themfelyes to furnifti the fuccours 
which fhall be thought neceffary, as well 
by fea as by land. 

ARTICLE XVIII. 

If her britiflj majefty, or the States-ge- 
neral of the united provinces, be attack- 
ed by any body whatfoever by reafon of 
this convention, they mall mutually aflift 
one another with all their forces, and be- 
come guarantees of the execution of the 
faid convention. 

ARTICLE XIX. 

There fhall be invited and admitted in- 
to the pre/ent treaty, as foon as poflible, 
all the kings, princes and dates, who mall 
be willing to enter into the fame, particu- 
larly his imperial majefty, the kings of 

R 3 Spain 
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Spain and Prufiia, and die ele&or of Ha- 
never. And her britijb majefty and the 
States-general of the united provinces, 
and each of them in particular, fhall be 
permitted to require and invite thofe, whom 
they fhall think fit to require and invite, 
to enter into this treaty, and to be guaran- 
tees of its execution. 

ARTICLE XX, 

And as time hath {hewn the omiilion 
which was made in the treaty ngned at 
Ryfwick in the year 1697, between Eng- 
land and France, in refpe&of the right of 
the fucceflion of England in the pcrfon 
of her majefty the Queen of Great Bri- 
tain, now reigning; and that for want of 
having fettled in that treaty this indisputa- 
ble right of her majefty, France refuted to 
acknowledge her for Queen of Great Bri- 
tain after the death of the late king Wil- 
liam III. of glorious memory: her majes- 
ty the Queen of Great Britain and the 
lords the States-general of the united pro- 
vinces do agree, and engage themfelves 
likewile, not to enter into any negotia- 
tion or treaty of peace with France, be- 
fore 
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fore the title of her majefty to die crown 
of Great Britain, as alfo the right of fuc- 
ceflion of the moft ferene houfe of Han- 
tver to the aforefaid crown, in the man- 
ner it is fettled and eftabli/hed by the be- 
fore-mentioned a&s of parliament, be fully 
acknowledged as a preliminary by France, 
and that France hathpromifed at the fame 
time to remove out of its dominions the 
perfon who pretends to be king of Great 
Britain ; and that no negotiation or for- 
mal difcuffion of the articles of the faid 
treaty of peace mall be entered into but 
jointly and at the fame time with the 
faid Queen, or with her minifters. 

ARTICLE XXI. 

Her britijb. majefty and the lords the 
States-general oS. the united provinces {hall 
ratify and confirm all that is contained in 
the prefent treaty within the fpace of 
four weeks, to be reckoned from the day of 
the ngning. In teftimony whereof the un- 
derwritten ambaftador extraordinary and 
plenipotentiary of her britifh majefty , and 
the deputies of the lords the States-gene- 

R 4 ral 
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ral have figned this prefent treaty, and 
have affixed their feals thereunto* 

At the Hague the 29th cfQ&> in tb$ 
year 1709. 

(L.S.) Vownjkend. 
(L.S.) J. B. Van Recdt, 
(L.S.) G.Hoeuft. 
(L. S.) E. V. Jtterfum. 
(L.S,) J<F. WeUeren, 
(L.S.) A,HeinJius. 
(L. S.) H. Sminia. 
(L.S.) W.Wicbers. 

THE SEPARATE ARTICLE, 

AS in the preliminary articles figned 
here at the Hague the 28th of May 
1 709, by the plenipotentiaries of his im- 
perial majejly y ofbermajefiy the Queen 
of Great Britain, and of the lords the States-, 
general of the united provinces, it is fiipu- 
latedy amongfi other things, that the lords 
the States-general^?// have, with entire 
property and fovereignty, the upper guar- 
terof Guelder, according to the fifty fecond 
article of the treaty o/'Munfter of the year 
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1648 ; as alfo, that the garifons which are 
w hereafter fball be, on the part of the lord* 
the States- general in the town of Huy, 
the citadel of Liege, and in the town of 
Bonne, fhall remain there, until itfball be 
tttherwife agreed upon with his imperial 
majefiy and the empire : and as the bar- 
rier ^ which is this day agreed upon in the 
principal treaty for the mutual guarantee 
between her britifh majefiy and the lords 
the States-general, cannot give to the unit-, 
td provinces thefafetyfor which it is efia- 
blifbed, unlefs it be well fecured from one 
end to the other ; and that the communica- 
tion of it be well joined together, for which 
the upper quarter of 'Guelder, and the gari- 
fons in the citadel of Liege, Huy, and Bonne 
are abfolutely neceffaty: (experience having 
thrice fbewn, that France having a dejign 
to attack the united provinces, has made 
ufe of the places above-mentioned, in order 
to come at them, and to penetrate into the 
f aid provinces 1) And further, as in refpeB to 
the equivalent for which the upper quarter 
of Guelder is to be yielded to the united 
provinces, according to the fifty fecond ar-. 
fide of the treaty ^/"Munfter above mentis 

onedx 
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ma/, bis majefiy king Charles III. -will Ac 
much fftere gratified and advantaged in 9- 
ther places, than that equivalent can avail: 
to the end therefore that the lords theStaXc*- 
general may have the upper quarter of "Guel- 
der with entire property and fovereignty ; 
and that the /aid upper quarter o/Gudda 
may he yielded in this manner to the /aid 
lords the States-general, in the convention, 
or the treaty that they are to make with hit 
majefiy king Charles III. according to the 
thirteenth article of the treaty concluded this 
day; as alfo that their gartfins in the cita- 
del of Lic^ in that of Hay , and in Bonne, 
may remain there, until it be otherwife 
agreed upon with his imperial majefiy and 
the empire; her majefiy the Quebn tf 
Great Britain engages herfelf, and prompts 
by this fepar ate article, which pall have 
the fame force as if it were inferted in the 
principal treaty, to make the fame efforts 
for all this, as fbe hath engaged her/elf to 
make for the obtaining the barrier in the 
fpanifn Low-countries. In tefiimony where- 
of the under-written ambaffador extraor- 
dinary and plenipotentiary of her britifh 
majefiy and deputies of the lords the States- 
general 
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general, have JSgned the pre/entjeparatear- 
ticlt, and have affixed their feeds thereunto* 

At the Hague the 2 9th oiO&ober 1 709. 

(L. S.) Townfhcnd. 
(L.S.) J.B. VanReedc. 
(L.S.) G.Hoeuft. 
(L.S.) E. V. Itterfum. 
(L.S.) J. V. Welderen. 
(L. S.) A. Heinfius. 
(L. S.) H. Sminia. 
(L. S.) W.'Wichers. 

THE SECOND SEPARATE ARTICLE. 

AS the lords the States-general have re- 
pre/ented, that in Flanders the li- 
mits between fpanifli Flanders and that of 
the States arejettledinfuch a manner •, as that 
the land belonging to the States is extreme- 
ly narrow there ; fo that inform places the 
territory of fpanUh Flanders extends itfelf 
to the fortifications , and under the cannon 
of the places, towns , and forts of the States, 
which occafions many inconveniencies, as hath 
been f ten by an example a little before the 
beginning of the frefent war, when a fort 

was 
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was defigned to have been built under the 
cannon of the Sas Van Gand, under pre-, 
tence, that it was upon the territory <?/*Spam : 
and as it is neceffary, for avoiding tbefe, 
and other forts of inconveniencies, that the 
land of the States upon the confines of Flan- 
ders Jhould be enlarged, and that the 
places^ towns , and forts Jhould by that 
means be better covered: her britifh ma- 
jefiy entering into ihejujl motives of the f aid 
lords the States-general in this refpeSl, pro- 
mifes and engages her f elf by this feparate 
article, that in the convention which the 
/aid lords the States-general are to make 
with his majefiy king Charles the third, 
fhe will aj/tjl them as that it may be a- 
greedy that by the ceffton to the faid lords 
the States general of the property of an 
extent of land necejjary to obviate fuch 
likey and other inconveniencies, their li- 
mits in Flanders Jhall be enlarged more 
conveniently for their fecurity ; and tbofe 
i>f the fpantih Flanders removed farther 
from their towns, places and forts, to the 
end that thefe may not be fo expojed any 
more. In teftimony whereof the under-writ- 
ten atnbajfqdor extraordinary and plenh 

(ontiary 
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pontiaryofberhntiSa.majefy and deputies 
of the lords the States-general have Jign- 
zd the prefent feparate article, and have 
affixed their feals thereunto. 

At the Hague the 2 9th of OSlober 1 709. 

(L. S.) Townfhend. 
(L. S^ J. B. Van Reede. 
(L. S.) A. Hcinfius. 
(L.S.) G.Hoeuft. 
(L.S.) H.Sminia. 
(L. S.) E. V. Itterfum. 

The articles of the Counter-projed, which 
were fir uck out or altered by the Dutch 
in the Barrier treaty ; with fome Re- 
marks. 

ARTICLE VI. 

rO this end their high mightinefles {hall 
have power to put and keep garri- 
3ns in the following places, viz. New- 
orty Knocke, Menin, the citadel of Lijle, 
"ournay, Conde, Valenciennes, Namur 
nd its citadel, Lier, Halle to fortify, 
be fort of Perle, Damme, and the caftle 
f Gand. R E- 
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REMARKS. 

In the barrier treaty the States added 
the following places to thole mentioned in 
this article, viz. Fumes y Tpres, towns of 
Lijky MaubtugBy Charier oy y Pbilippe t fort 
of St. Donas (which is to be in property 
to the States) and the fort of Rodenbuyfen 
to be demolifhed. To fay nothing of the 
other places, Dendermonde is the key of 
all Brabant ; and the demolifhing of the 
fort of Rhodenbuyfen y lituate between Gand 
and Sat van Gand, can only ferve to de- 
fraud the king of Spain of the duties up- 
on goods imported and exported there* 

ARTICLE VII. 

The faid States may put into the laid 
towns, forts, and places, and in cafe of open 
war with France, into all the other towns, 
places and torts whatever troops the rea- 
ion of war fhall require. 

REMARKS. 

'But in the barrier treaty it is faid : in 
cafe of an apparent attack, or mar, with- 
out fpecifying againft France : neither is 

the 
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ae number of troops limited to what the 
eafon of war (hall require, but what the 
States {hall think neceflary. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Befides Come fmaller differences, ends 
with a falvo, not only for the ecclefiaftkal 
and civil rights of the king of Spain, but 
likewise for his revenues in the faid towns ; 
which revenues in the barrier treaty are 
all given to the States. 

ARTICLE XI. 

The revenues of the cnateHaniesand de- 
pendencies of the towns and places, which 
the States fhall have for their barrier a- 
gainft France, and which were not in the 
poffeffion of the crown of Spain at the 
late king of Spain s death, fhall be fettled 
to be a fund for maintaining garifons, and 
providing for the fortifications and ma- 
gazines, and other neceflary charges of 
the find towns of the barrier. 

REMARKS. 
I defire the reader to compare this wit) 
the eleventh article of the barrier treat 

whe: 
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where he will fee how prodigiouily it & 
enlarged. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

All this to be without prejudice to fuch 
other treaties and conventions as the 
Queen of Great Britain and their high 
mightinefles may think fit to make for the 
future with the raid king Charles the third, 
relating to the faid fpanijb Netherlands^ 
Of to the faid barrier. 

ARTICLE XV. 

'And to the end that the faid States may 
enjoy at prefent as much as it is poffible 
a barrier in the fpanijb Netherlands^ they 
fhall be permitted to put their garifons in 
the chief towns already taken, or that may 
be taken, before a peace be made* 

R E M A R K 3. 

Thefe two articles are not in the barrier 
treaty, but two others in their ftead ; to 
which I refer the reader. And indeed it 
was highly neceflary for the Dutch to ftrike 
out the former of thefe articles i when fo 
great a part of the treaty is fo highly and 

manifeftly 
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manifeftly prejudicial to Great Britain, 
as well as to the king of Spain ; efpecially 
in the two articles inferred in the place of 
thefe, which I defire the reader will ex- 
amine. 

A R T I C LE XX. 

And whereas by the fifth and ninth ar- 
ticles of the alliance between the Emperor ', 
the late king of Great Britain, and the 
States-general, concluded the feventh of 
September 1701, it is agreed and ftipu- 
lated, that the kingdoms of Naples and 
Sicily with all the dependencies of the 
crown of Spain in Italy ftiall be recover- 
ed from the pofleilion of Frame, as be- 
ing of the laft confequence to the trade of 
both nations, as well as the fpanijh Nether- 
lands for a barrier for the States-general ; 
therefore the faid Queen of Great Bri- 
tain and the States-general agree and o- 
blige themfelves not to enter into any 
negotiation or treaty of peace with France, 
before the reftitution of the faid kingdoms 
of Naples and Sicily, with all the depend- 
encies of the crown of Spain in Italy as 
well as the fpanijh Low-countries, with 

S ^ 
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the other towns and places in the poflef- 
fion of France above-mentioned in this 
treaty ; and alio after the manner fpeci- 
fied in this treaty; as likewife all the 
reft of the entire monarchy of Spain be 
yielded by France as a preliminary. 

ARTICLE XXII. 
And whereas experience hath {hewn of 
what importance it is to great Britain and 
the united provinces, that the fortrefs and 
port of Dunkirk fhould not be in the pof- 
feflion of France in the condition they 
are atprefent ; the fubjects of both nations 
having undergone fuch great loftes, and 
fuffered fo much in their trade by the 
prizes taken from them by privateers let 
out from.that port; infbmuch that France 
by her unmeafurable ambition may be 
always tempted to make fome enterprizes 
upon the territories of the Queen oi Great 
Britain and their high mightineflcs, and 
interrupt the publick repofe aud tranquil- 
lity ; for the prefervation of which, and 
the balance of Europe againft the exor- 
bitant power of France, the allies engag- 
ed themfelves in this long and burthen- 
Come 
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fome War; therefore the (aid Queen of 
Great Britain and their high mightiness 
agree and oblige themfelves not to enter 
into any negotiation or treaty of peace with 
France, before it mall be yielded and 
ftipulated by France as a preliminary, that 
all the fortifications of the laid town of 
JDunkiri,znd the forts that depend upon it, 
be entirely demolifhed and razed, and that 
the port be entirely ruined and rendered 
impracticable. 

REMARKS. 

Thefe two articles are likewife omitted 
in the barrier treaty; whereof the flrft 
regards particularly the interefts of the 
houfe of Aufiria ; and the other about 
demolishing Dunkirk thole of Great Bri- 
tain, It is fomething ftrange, that the 
late miniftry, whofe advocates raife fuch 
a clamour about the neceflity of recover- 
ing Spain from the houfe of Bourbon y 
mould fuffer the Dutch to ftrike out this 
article, which I think clearly fhews the 
reafon why the States never troubled them- 
felves with the thoughts of reducing Spain 
or even recovering Milan, Naples and 

S 2 SwiVj 
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Sicily to the Emperor ; but were wholly 
fixed upon the conqueft of Flanders, be- 
caufe they had determined thofe provinces 
as a property for themfelves. 

As for the article about demolifhing of 
Dunkirk, I am not at all furprized to find 
it ftruck out ; the deftru&ion of that place, 
although it would be ufeful to the States* 
doth more nearly import Britain, and 
was therefore 3 point that fuch minifter? 
could more eafily get over. 

Thefentiments of prince Eugene of Savoy, 
and of the count de Sinzendorf, re- 
lating to the barrier of the States-gene-* 
ral, to the upper quarter of Guelder, 
and to the towns of the electorate ofCo-> 
lpgn, and of the bifhoprick of Liege. 

ALTHOUGH the orders and in, 
ftru&ions of the courts of Vienna 
and Barcelona upon the matters above- 
mentioned do not go lb far as to give 
dire&ions for what follows ; notwithftand- 
ing, the Prince and Count above-men^ 
turned, confidering the prelent ftate of 
affairs, are of the following opinion : 

Firft, 
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jfirft, that the counter project of Eng- 
land, relating to the places where the States 
general may put and keep garifons, 
ought to be followed, except Lier, Halle 
to fortify, and the caftle of Gand. Pro- 
vided likewife, that the fentiments of Eng- 
land be particularly conformed to relat- 
ing to Dendermond and OJlend, as places 
in no wife belonging to the barrier; and 
which, as well as the caftle of Gand, can 
only ferve to make the States-general 
mailers of the Low-countries, and hinder 
trade with England. And as to Lier and 
Halle, thofe who are acquainted with the 
country know that thefe towns cannot 
give any fecurity to the States-general \ 
but can only make people believe, that 
thefe places being fortified would rather 
ferve to block up Brujfels and die other 
great cities of Brabant. 

Secondly, as to what is laid in the fe- 
venth article of the counter project of 
England, relating to the augmentation of 
garifons in the towns of the barrier in 
cafe of an open war ; this is agreeable to 
the opinions of the faid prime and count ; 
who think likewife, that there ought to 

S 3 b- 
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be added to the eighth article, that no 
goods or merchandife fhould be fent into 
the towns where the States-general ftiall 
have garifons, nor be comprehended un- 
der the names of {uch things as the faid 
garifons and fortifications {hall have need 
of. And that to this end the faid things 
{hall be infpe&ed in thofe places where 
they are to pafs ; as likewife the quantity 
(hall be fettled that the garifons may want. 
Thirdly, as to the ninth article relating 
to the go vernours and commanders of thofe 
towns, forts and places where the States- 
general mall have their garifons j the laid 
prince and count are of opinion, that the 
faid governours and commanders ought 
to take an oath as well to the king of 
Spain as to the States-general : but they 
may take a particular oath to the latter, 
that they wul not admit foreign troops 
. without their confent ; and that they will 
depend exclusively upon the faid States 
in whatever regards the military power. 
But at the fame time they ought exclu- 
fively to prcmife the king of Spain, that 
they will not intermeddle in the affairs of 
law, civil power, revenues, or any other 

matters, 
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matters, ecclefiaftical or civil, unlefs at 
the defire of the king's officers to affift 
them in the execution ; in which cafe the 
{aid commanders mould be obliged not 
to refufe them. 

Fourthly, as to the tenth article there is 
nothing to be added, unlefs that the States- 
general may repair and encreafe the forti- 
fications or the towns, places and forts 
where they fhall have their garifons ; but 
this at their own expence. Otherwile, un- 
der that pretext they might feize all the 
revenues of the country. 

Fifthly, as to the eleventh article they 
think the States ought not to have the 
revenues of the chatellanies and depen- 
dencies of thefe towns and places, which 
are to be their barrier againft France ; this 
being a fort of fovereignty, and very pre- 
judicial to the ecclefiaftical and civil oeco- 
nomy of the country. But the faid prince 
and count are of opinion, that the States' 
general ought to have, for the mainte- 
nance of their garifons and fortifications, a 
fum of money cf a million and a half, or 
two millions of florins, which they ought 
to receive from the king's officers, who 

S 4 fhall 
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fhall be ordered to pay that fum before 
any other payment. 

Sixthly, and the convention whidi mall 
be made on this affair between his catho- 
lick majefty and the States-general (hall 
be for a limited time. 

Thefe are the utmoft conditions to 
which the faid prince and count think it 
poflible for his catholick majefty to be 
brought; and they declare at the fame 
time, that their imperial and catholick 
majefties will fboner abandon the Low- 
countries -, than take them upon other con- 
ditions, which would be equally expenfive, 
fhameful, and unacceptable to them. 

On the other fide the faid prince and 
count are perfuaded, that the advantages 
* at this time yielded to the States-general 
may hereafter be very prejudicial to them- 
felves ; forafmuch as they may put the 
people of xhzfpanijh Netherlands to fbme 
dangerous extremity, confidering the an- 
tipathy between the two nations ; and that 
extending of frontiers is entirely contrary 
to the maxims of their government. 

As to the upper quarter of Guelder, the 
faid prince and count are of opinion, that 

the 
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the States-general may be allowed the 
power of putting in garifons into Venlo y 
Ruremond and Steffenfwaert, with orders 
to furnifh the faid States with the revenues 
of the country, which amount to one 
hundred thoufand florins. 

As to Bonne, belonging to the electorate 
of Cologn> Liege and Huy to the bifhop- 
rick of Liege , it is to be understood, that 
thefe being imperial towns, it doth not 
depend upon the Emperor to content that 
foreign garifons mould be placed in them 
upon any pretence whatsoever. But where- 
as the States-general demand them only 
for their Security, it is propofed to place 
in thofe towns agarifbnof imperial troops 
of whom the States may be in no fuipi- 
cion, as they might be of a garifon of an 
elector, who might poflibly have views 
oppofite to their interefts. But this is pro- 
pofed only in cafe that it mail not be 
thought more proper to raze one or other 
of the faid towns. 



1^« 
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The representation of the englifh merchants 
at Bruges, relating to the barrier treaty. 

David Whit* and other merchants, her ma* 
jefiy's fubje&s refiding at Bruges and other 
towns in Flanders, crave leave humbly to re* 
frefent : 

THAT whereas the cities of LiJU ', 
Tournay, Menin, Douay y and other 
new conquefts in Flanders and Artois^ 
taken from the French this war by the 
united forces of her majefty and her al- 
lies, are now become entirely under the 
government of the States-general \ and 
that we her majefty 's fubje&s may be 
made liable to fuch duties and impositions 
on trade as the faid States-general fhall 
think fit to impofe on us : we humbly 
hope and conceive, that it is her majefty '• 
intention and defign, that the trade of her 
dominions and fubje&s, which is carried 
on with thefe new conquefts, may be on 
an equal foot with that of the fubje&s and 
dominions of the States- general, and not 
be liable to any new duty, when tranfport- 
ed from the fpanijh Netherlands to the 

faid 
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laid new conquefts, as to our great fur- 
prize is exacted from us on the following 
goods, viz. butter, tallow, falmon, hides, 
beef, and all other produdfc of her majefty's 
dominions, which we import at Oft end > 
and there pay the duty of entry to the king 
of Spain, and confequently ought not to be 
liable to any new duty, when they carry the 
lame goods and all others from their do- 
minions by a free pais or tranfire to 
the faid new conquefts : and we are under 
apprehenfion,that if the faid new conquefts 
be fettled, or given entirely into the pot- 
feflion of the States-general for their bar- 
rier, (as we are made believe by a treaty 
lately made by her majefty's ambaftador, 
the lord vifcount TownJhend> at the Hague) 
that the States-general may alfo foon de- 
clare all goods and merchandifes, which 
are contraband in their provinces, to be 
alfo contraband or prohibited in thefe 
new conquefts, or new barrier ; by which 
her majefty's fubje&s will be deprived of 
the fale and confumption of the following 
produces of her majefty's dominions, which 
are and have long been declared con- 
traband in the united provinces, fuch as 

englijh 
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englijh and/cots fait, malt Jpirits, or corfl 
brandy, and all other forts of diftilled eng- 
lip fpirits, whale and rape oil, etc. 

It is therefore humbly conceived, that 
her majefty, out of her great care and 
gracious concern for the benefit of hef 
fubje&s and dominions, may be pleafed to 
direct, by a treaty of commerce, or fome 
other way, that their trade may be put on 
an equal foot in all the /panip Netherlands 
and the new conquefts of barrier with the 
fiibjects of Holland^ by paying no other 
duty than that of importation to the king 
of Spain ; and by a provifion, that no pro- 
duel: of her majefty's dominions mail ever 
be declared contraband in thefe new con* 
quefts, except fuch goods as were efteem- 
ed contraband before the death of Charles 
II. king of Spain. And it is alfo humbly 
prayed, that the product and manufacture 
of the new conquefts may be alfo exported 
without paying any new duty, befides that 
of exportation at Oftendy which was always 
paid to the king of Spain ; it being impof- 
ble for any nation in Europe to aflbrt an 
entire cargoe for the fpani/b Weft-Indies 
without a confiderable quantity of feveral of 

the 
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the manufactures of Lijle ; fuch as cara- 
doros, cajant, picofes, boratten, and many 
other goods. 

The chief things to be demanded of 
France are, to be exempted from tonnage, 
to have a liberty of importing herrings 
and all other fim to France on the fame 
terms as the Dutch do, and as was agreed 
by them at the treaty of commerce imme- 
diately after the treaty of peace at Ryjkcick, 
The enlarging her majefty's plantations 
in America^ etc. is naturally recommend- 
ed, 
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TO THE BOOKSELLER, 



Mr. Morphew i 

YOUR care in putting an advertife- 
ment in the Examiner hath been of* 
very great ufe to me. I now fend you my 
preface to the bimop otSarum% introduc- 
tion to his third volume, which I defire 
you to print in fuch a form as in the book- 
feller's phrafe will make a fix-penny touch; 
hoping it will give fuch a publick notice 
of my defign, that it may come into the 
hands of thofe, who perhaps look not 
into the bifhop's introduction*. I defire 
you will prefix to this a paflage out of 
Virgil, which doth fo perfectly agree with 
my prefent thoughts of his lordfhip, that 
I cannot exprefs them better, nor more 
truly, than thofe words do, 

/ a nt % 

SIR, 

Tour humble Servant* 

• The tirtiop's introduction is prefaced with a letter to 
his booicfeller, of which this is a burlefque. 
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PREFACE 

To the Right Reveiend 

Dr. BURNET, Bifhop of Sarum's 

INTRODUCTION, etc. 



THIS way of publishing introductions 
to books that are God knows when 
to come out, is either wholly new, or fo 
long unpraciifed, that my finall reading 
cannot trace it. However, we are to nip- 
pole, that a perfon of his lordfhip's great 
age and experience would hardly act fuch 
a piece of Angularity without Tome ex- 
traordinary motives. I cannot but obferve, 
that his fellow-labourer, the author of the 
paper called * the Englijbman, feems in 
fbme of his late performances to have al- 
moft tranfcribed the notions of the bifhop : 
thefe notions I take to have been dictated 
by the fame matters, leaving to each 
writer that peculiar manner of exprefling 

* Mr. Steele. 

himfelf, 
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himfelf, which the poverty of* our Ian* 
guage forceth me to call their ftyle. When 
the Guardian changed his title and pro* 
fefled to engage in faction, I was fure the 
word was given ; that grand preparations 
were making againft next feflions ; that 
all advantages would be taken of the little 
dhTentions reported to be among thofe in 
power ; and that the Guardian would loon 
be feconded by fome other piquerers from 
the fame camp. But I will confefs my 
fufpicions did not carry me fo far as to 
conje&ure, that this venerable champion 
Would be in fuch mighty hafte to come in- 
to the field, and ferve in the quality of an 
enfant * perdu armed only with a pocket- 
pijtotj before his great blunderbufs could 
be got ready, his old nifty breaji-plate 
fcoured, and his cracked bead-piece mend- 
ed. 

I was debating with myfelf, whether 
this hint of producing a fmall pamphlet to 
give notice of a large folio was not bor- 
rowed from the ceremonial \TifpaniJbTO~> 

• Enfant pirdu t one of le£ted for any defpcratc entcr- 
the forlorn hope ; the forlorn prize,or appointed for the fiift 
hope is a number of men fe- onfet in a battle. 

T 2 TE8&CK&., 
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mances, where a dwarf is fent out upon 
the battlements to fignify to all paflengers 
what a mighty giant there is in the caftle; 
or whether the bifhop copied this proceed- 
ing from the j anfaronnade f of monfieur 
Baujfleurty when the earl of Portland and 
that general had an interview. Several men 
were appointed at certain periods to ride 
in great hafte towards the englijb camp, 
and cry out, monfeigneur vient, monfei- 
gneur vient %: then fmall parties advanc- 
ed with the fame fpeed, and the fame cry ; 
and this foppery held for many hours, un- 
til the marefchal himfelf arrived. So here 
the bifhop (as we find by his dedication 
to Mr. Churchill the bookfeller) hath for a 
long time fent warning of his arrival by 
advertifements in gazettes ; and now his 
introduElion advanceth to tell us again, 
monfeigneur vient : in the mean time we 
muft gape, and wait, and gaze, the lord 
knows how long, and keep our fpirits in 
fome reafbnable agitation, until his lord- 
fhip's real felf fhall think fit to appear in 
the habit of a folio. 

+ Fanfaronxade, vain oftentation. % My lord is 

coming, my lord is coming. 

I have 
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I have feen the fame fort of manage- 
ment at a puppet-mow. Some puppets of 
little or no confequence appeared feveral 
times at the window to allure the boys and 
the rabble : the trumpeter founded often, 
and the door-keeper cried an hundred 
times, until he was hoarfe, that they were 
juft going to begin \ yet after all we were 
forced fometimes to wait an hour before 
punch himfelf in perfon made his entry. 

But why this ceremony among old ac- 
quaintance ? the world and he have long 
known one another : let him appoint his 
hour, and make his vifit, without troubling 
us all day with a fucceflion of meflages 
from his lacquies and pages. 

With fubmiflion, thefe little arts of get- 
ing off an edition do ill become any au- 
thor above the fize of Marten the furge- 
on. My lord tells us, that many thoufands 
of the two former parts of his hijiory are 
in the kingdom ; and now he perpetually 
adveriifeth in the gazette, that he intends 
to pubiifh the third. This is exactly in 
the method and ftyle of Marten : thefe- 
venth edition {many thoufands of the former 
editions having been fold off in afmalltime) 

T 3 of 
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if Mr. Marten's book concerningfecret dif- 
ta/es, etc. 

Doth his lordfhip intend to publifh his 
great volume by fubfcription, and is this 
introdu&ion only by way oifpecimenf I 
was inclined to think fb, becaufe in the 
prefixed letter to Mr. Churchill, which m* 
produces this introduclion, there are fome 
dubious expreflions : he fays, the advert i/e^ 
ments be publijhed were in order to move 
people to furntjb bimwitb materials, which 
might help him to jinijb bis work with 
great advantage. If he means half- a- guinea 
upon the fubfcription, and the other half 
at the delivery, why doth he not tell us 
fo in plain terms ? 

I am wondering how it came to pafs, 
that this diminutive letter to Mr. Churchill 
fhould underftand the bufinefs of introduc- 
ing better than the introdutlion itfclf ; or 
why the bifhop did not take it into his 
head to fend the former into the world 
fome months before the latter, which 
would have been yet a greater improve^ 
ment upon the folemnity of the procek 
fion ? 

§ince I writ thefe laft lines, I have per? 

ufed 




OF SARUAfo INTRODUCTION. 279 

ufed die whole pamphlet (which I had 
only dipt in before) and found I have 
been hunting upon a wrong (cent, for 
the author hath in feveral parts of his 
piece difcovered the true motives, which 
put him upon fending it abroad at this 
juncture; I fhall therefore confider them 
as they come in my way. 

My lord begins his introduBion with 
an account of the reafons, why he was 
guilty of fb many miftakes in the firft 
volume of his biflory of the reformation : 
his excufes are juft, rational, and extreme- 
ly confident. He fays, he wrote in bafte, 
which he confirms by adding, that it lay 
a year after he wrote it before it was put 
into the prefs. At the fame time he men- 
tions a paflage extremely to the honour 
of that pious and excellent prelate, arch- 
bifhop Saner oft) which demonftrates his 
grace to have been a perfbn of great faga- 
city,andalmoft a prophet. Doctor 5«rw/, 
then a private divine, defired admittance 
to the Cotton library , but was prevented* 

h 

* It is fomewhat remarka- this intridufiion , it (hould 
ble lo fee the progrefs of this feem, " he was prevented 
ftory. In the firit edition of " by the archbifhop," etc. 
1 T 4 WV*% 
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by the archbifhop y who told Sir John Cot- 
ton, that the /aid doSJor was no friend to 
the prerogative of the crown, or to the con- 
fiitution of the kingdom. This judgment 
was the more extraordinary, becaufe the 
do&or had not long before publifhed a 
book in Scotland with his name prefixed, 
which carries the regal prerogative higher 
thai} any writer of the age : however, the 
good archbifliop lived to fee his opinion 
become univerfal in the kingdom. 

The bifhop goes on, for many pages, 
with an account of certain feds relating 



When the introduction was re- 
printed a year after with the 
klftory* it ftands : " A great 
*' prelate had been be- 
* c fore-hand and pofleffed him 
c< [Sir John Cotton] againft 
«* me— That unlefs the arch- 
* c bifhop of Canterbury would 
* c recommend me — hedefired 
«' tobeexcufed — The bifhop 
? c of Worcifter could not pre- 
<c vail on the archbifhop to 
" interpose." This is 
fomewhat lefsthan prevent- 
ing : unlefs the archbifhop be 
meant by the great pre- 
date ; which is not very 
probable, I. Becaufe in the 
preface to this very 3d volume, 
p. 4. he fays, " It was by arch- 
\\ bifhop Sancroft's order hp 



<c had the free ufe of every 
€i thing that lay in the Lam- 
" beth library." 2. Becaufe 
the author of Speculum Sari/- 
burianunty p. 6. tells us, (c His 
" accefe to the library was 
" owing SOLELY to the re- 
c< commendation of arch- 
u bifhop Sancroft, as I have 
<c been informed (fays the au- 
" thor) by fome of the fami- 
" ly." 3. Becaufe bifhop Bur- 
net in his hi/lory of his own 
times, vol. I. pag. 396. fays it 
was " D o l b e n, bifhop of 
" Roche/fer, [at the inftiga-: 
" tion of the duke of Lauder- 
" a\de] that diverted Sir John 
" Cotton from fuffering him, 
" to fearch his library." 

to 
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to the publifhing his two former volumes 
of the reformation ; the great fuccefs of 
that work, and the adverfaries who ap- 
peared againft it. Thefe are matters out 
of the way of my reading ; only I obferve 
that poor Mr. Henry Wharton^ who hath 
deferved (o well of the commonwealth of 
learning, and who gave himfelf the trou- 
ble of detecting fome hundreds of the 
bifhop's miftakes, meets with very ill 
quarter from his lordlhip ; upon which I 
cannot avoid mentioning a peculiar me- 
thod which this prelate takes to revenge 
himfelf upon thofe who prefume to differ 
from him in print. The bifhop oiRochef- 
ter * happened fbme years ago to be of 
this number. My lord of Sarum in his 
reply ventured to tell the world, that the 
gentleman who had writ againft him, 
meaning Dr. Atterbury y was one upon 
whom he had conferred great obligations ; 
which was a very generous chriftian con- 
trivance of charging his adverfary with 
ingratitude. But it feems the truth hap- 
pened to be on the other fide, which the 
doctor made appear in fuch a manner as 

* Dr. Atterbury. 

would 
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would have filenced his lordihip for ever, 
if he had not been writing proof. Poor 
Mr. Wharton in his grave is charged with 
the fame accuiation, but with circum- 
ftances the moft aggravating that malice 
and fomething elfe could invent: and 
which I will no more believe than five 
hundred panages in a certain book of tra- 
vels +. See the character he gives of a 
divine and a fcholar, who mortned his 
life in the fervicc of God and the church. 
Mr. Wharton defired me to intercede with 
Tillotfon/ar a prebend ^Canterbury. J 
did J o, but Wharton would not believe it ; 
/aid be would be revenged) and fo writ a- 
gainjl me. Soon after be was convinced I 
bad /poke for him ; /aid be was fet on to 
do what he did, and if I would procure any 
thing for him he would difcover every thing 
to me. What a fpirit of candour, charity 
and good nature, generofity and truth, 
/Lines through this ftory, told of a moft 
excellent and pious divine twenty years 
after his death without one (ingle 
voucher ! 

Come we now to the reafons, which 

i Burnet's Travels. 

moved 
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moved his lordfhip to let about this work 
at this time. He could delay it no longer, 
btcaufe the reafons of his engaging in it 
at fir ft feemed to return upon him. He 
was then frightened with the danger of a 
popijh fucceffor in view, and the dreadful 
apprebenfions of the power of Fiance. Eng- 
land hath forgot tbefe dangers, and yet is 
nearer to them than ever, and therefore 
he is refolved to awaken them with his 
third volume; but in the mean time 
fends this introduction to let them know 
they are afleep. He then goes on in de- 
fcribing the condition of the kingdom af- 
ter fuch a manner, as if deftru&ion hung 
over us by a fingle hair ; as if the pope, 
the devil, tine pretender, and. France were 
juft at our doors. 

When the biihop publifhed his hiftory, 
there vrasa.popiJb plot on foot : the duke 
of York, a known papift, was preem- 
ptive heir to the crown : the houfe of com- 
mons would not hear of any expedient for 
iecuring their religion under a.popiJhpr'mce, 
nor would the king, or lords, content to 
a bill of excluuon : the french king was 
in the heighth of his grandeur, and the vi- 
gour 
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gour of his age. At this day the prefiimp- 
tive heir, with that whole illuftrious fa- 
mily, are protefiants ; the popijb preten- 
der excluded for ever by feveral acts of 
parliament; and every perfon in the 
fmalleft employment, as well as the mem- 
bers of both houfes, obliged to abjure him. 
The frencb king is at the loweft ebb of 
life; his armies have been conquered, and 
his towns won from him for ten years to- 
gether ; and his kingdom is in danger of 
being torn by divifions during a long mi- 
nority. Are thefe cafes parallel? Or 'are 
we now in more danger of France and 
popery , than we were thirty years ago ? 
What can be the motive for advancing 
fuchfalfe, fuch deteftable aflertions? What 
conclufions would his lordfhip draw from 
fuch premiffes as thefe ? If injurious ap- 
pellations wereof any advantage to a caufe 
(as the ftyleof our adverfaries would make 
us believe) whit appellations would thole 
deferve, who thus endeavour to low the 
feeds ef fedition and are impatient to fee 
the fruits ? But, faith he, the deaf adder 
floppeth her ears, let the charmer charm 
never fo wifely. True my lord, there are 

indeed 
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indeed too many adders in this nation's 
bofom; adders in all fhapes and in all 
habits, whom neither the Queen nor par- 
liament can charm to loyalty, truth, reli- 
gion, or honour. 

Among other inftances produced by 
him of the difmal condition we are in, he 
offers one which could not eafily be gueff- 
ed. It is this, that the little faiiious pam- 
phlets written about the end of king Charles 
ITs reign lie dead injhops, are looked on 
as wafie paper, and turned to pafteboard. 
How many are there of his lordfhip's 
writing, which could otherwife never 
have been of any real fervice to the pub- 
lick? hath he indeed fo mean an opinion 
of our tafte to fend us at this time of day 
into all the corners of Holbourn, Duck- 
Lane, and Moor fields, in queft after the 
fa&ious train publiihed in thofe days by 
Julian Johnfon, Hickeringil, Dr. Oates, 
and himfelf ? 

His lordfhip taking it for a po/ulatum, 
that the Queen and miniftry, both houfes 
of parliament, and a vaft majority of the 
landed gentlemen throughout England 
are running headlong into popery, layeth 

hold 
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hold on the occafion tq, defcribe the cruel- 
ties in queen Mary's reign : an inquifition 
fitting up faggots in Smithfield, and ex- 
ecutions all over the kingdom. Here is that, 
fays he, which thofe, that look towards a 
popijbfuccejfor, mufl look for. And he in- 
sinuates through his whole pamphlet, that 
all, who are not of his party, look towards 
a popijh fuccejfor. Thefe he divides into 
two parts, the tory laity and the tory 
clergy. He tells the former : although they 
have no religion at all, hut refolve to change 
with every wind and tide\ yet they ought 
to have compajfion on their countrymen and 
kindred. Then he applies himfelf to the 
tory clergy, affixes them, that the fires re- 
vived in Smithfield, and all over the na- 
tion^ will have no amiable view t but leafi 
of all to them who if they have any princi- 
ples at all muft be turned out of their liv- 
ings y leave their families , be bunted from 
place to place into parts beyond the feas, 
and meet with that contempt with which 
they treated foreigners-, who took fanEluary 
among us. 

This requires a recapitulation with 
fome remarks. Firft, I do affirm, that in 

every 
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every hundred of profefied^^x, deifis y 
andjocinians in the kingdom, ninety-nine 
atleaft are ftaunch thorough-paced w6igs 9 
entirely agreeing with hislordihip in poli- 
ticks and difcipline; and therefore will 
venture all the fires of hell, rather than 
finge one hair of their beards in Smithfield. 
Secondly, I do likewife affirm, that thofc 
whom we ufually underftand by the ap- 
pellation of t$ry, or high church, clergy 
were the greateft (ticklers againft the ex- 
orbitant proceedings of king jfames the 
fecond, the bcft writers againft popery , and 
the moft exemplary iufferers for the efta- 
blifhed religion. Thirdly, I do pronounce 
it to be a moft falfe and infamous icandal 
upon the nation in general, and on the 
clergy in particular, to reproach them for 
treating foreigners with haughtinefs and 
contempt. The french Hugonots are many 
thoufand witnefles to the contrary ; and I 
wifti they deferved the thoufandth part of 
the good treatment they have received. 

Laftly, I obferve, that the author of a 
paper called the Englijhman hath run 
into the feme cant, gravely advifing the 
whole body of the clergy not to bring in 

popery ; 
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popery ; becaufe that will put them wide* 
a neceflity of parting with their wives, or 
lofing their livings. 

The bulk of the kingdom j both clergy 
and laity, happen to differ extremely from 
this prelate in many principles both of 
politicks and religion. Now I afk, whe* 
ther, if any man of them had figned hi$ 
name to a fyftem of atheifm, or popery \ 
he could have argued with them other- 
wile than he doth? Or, if I mould write 
a grave letter to his lordlhip with the 
fame advice, taking it for granted that he 
was half an atheift and half a.papi/1, and 
conjuring him by all he held dear to 
have compaflion upon all thofe who be- 
lieved a God; not to revive the fires in 
Smithfield; that he mufi either forfeit his 
bijhopricky or not marry a fourth wife', I 
afk, whether he would not think I intend- 
ed him the higheft injury and affront? 

But as to the tory laity, he gives them 
up in a lump for abandoned atheifts : they 
are a fet of men lb impiouJJy corrupted in 
the point of religion, that nofcene of cruelty 
can fright them from leaping into it [po- 
pery] and perhaps a&ingfuch a part in it 

at 
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as may be affigned them. He therefore de- 
fpairs of influencing them by any topicks 
drawn from religion or companion, and 
advances the confideration of interefi, as 
the only powerful argument to perfuade 
them againft popery. 

What he offers upon this head is fo Very 
amazing from a Chriflian, a clergyman 
and a prelate of the church of England, 
that I mud in my own imagination (hip 
him of thofe three capacities, and put him 
among the number of that fet of men he" 
mentions in the paragraph before; or 
elfe it will be impomble to fhape out an 
anfwef. 

His lordimp, in order to diffuade the 
tories from their defign of bringing in po- 
pery, tells them, how valuable a part of the 
whole foil of England the abb) lands i the 
ejtates of the bifbops, of the cathedrals, dnd 
the tythes are: how difficult fuch a re- 
fumption would be to many families ; yet 
all tbefe mujl be thrown up ; for facrilege 
In the church of Rome is a mortal Jtm 
I defire it may be obferved, what a jumble 
here is made of ecclefiaftical revenues, as 
if they wereall upon the fame foot, were 

U alienated 
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alienated with equal juftice, and the clergy 
had no more reafon to complain of one 
than the other ; whereas the four branches 
mentioned by him are of very different 
confideration. If I might venture to guefs 
the opinion of the clergy upon this matter, 
I believe they could wifh, that fome 
(mall part of the abby lands had been ap- 
plied to the augmentation of poor bimop- 
ricks ; and a very few acres to ferve for 
glebes in thofe parimes, where there are 
none; after which I think they would 
not repine that the laity mould poffefs the 
left. If the eftates of fome bifhops and 
cathedrals were exorbitant before the re- 
formation, I believe the prefent clergy's 
wilhes reach no further, than that fome 
reafonable temper had been ufed, inftead 
of paring them to the quick. But as to 
the tytbesy without examining whether 
they be of divine inftitution, I conceive 
there is hardly one of that facred order in 
England, and very few even among the 
laity who love the church, who will not 
allow the misapplying thofe revenues to 
fecular perfons to have been at flrft a 
moll flagrant ad of injuftice and op- 

preffion \ 
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preffion; although, at the fame time, God 
forbid they mould be reftored any other 
way than by gradual purchafe, by the con-* 
lent of thofe who are now the lawful pof- 
ieflbrs, or by the piety and generofity of 
fiich worthy fpirits as this nation fome- 
times produceth. The bifhop knows very 
well, that the application of tytbes to the 
maintenance of monafteries was a fean-* 
dalous usurpation, even in popijh times a 
that the monks ufually fent out forfte of 
their fraternity to fupply the cures; and 
that when the monafteries were granted 
away by Henry VIII. the parifhes were 
left deftitute, or very meanly provided, of 
any maintenance for a paftor. So that 
m many places the whole ecclefiaftical 
dues, even to mortuaries •, Eafter offerings % 
and the like, are in lay hands, and the in- 
cumbent lieth wholly at the mercy of his 
patron for his daily bread. By thefe means 
there are feveral hundred parifhes in Eng- 
land undtr twenty pounds a year, and ma- 
ny under ten. I take his lordfhip's bifhop- 
rick to be worth near 2500/. annual in- 
come; and I will engage at half a year's 
warning to find him above an hundred 

U 2 beneficed 
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beneficed clergymen, who have not fo 
much among them all to fupport them- 
felves and their families : moft of them 
orthodox, of good life and converfation ; 
as loth to fee the fires kindled in Smith- 
field as his lordfhip j and at leaft as ready 
to face them under a popijh perfecution. 
But nothing is fo hard for thofe, who a- 
bound in riches, as to conceive how o- 
thers can be in want. How can the neigh- 
bouring vicar feel cold or hunger, while 
my lord is feated by a good fire, in the 
warmeft room of his palace, with a dozen 
dimes before him ? I remember one other 
prelate much of the fame ftamp, who 
when his clergy would mention their wifhes 
that fbme adfc of parliament might be 
thought of for the good of the church, 
would fay : Gentlemen, we are very well 
as we are; if t bey would let us alone we 
Jbould ajk no more. 

Sacrilege (fays my lord) in the church of 
Rome is a tnortal Jin : and is it only fo 
in the church of Rome ? Or, is it but a 
venial fin in the church of England? Our 
litany calls fornication a deadly fin ; and 
I. would appeal to his lordfhip for fifty 

years 
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years paft, whether he thought that or 
facrilege the deadliefi t To make light of 
fuch a fin at the fame moment that he 
is frightening us from an idolatrous religi- 
on, mould feem not very confident 7%ou 
that fayefl a man jhould not commit adul- 
tery ', dofl thou commit adultery f Thou 
that abhorreft idols, dofl thou commit fa- 
crilege f 

To fmooth the way for the return of 
popery in queen Mary\ time, the grantees 
were confirmed by the pope in the pof- 
feflion of the abby lands. But the bifhop 
tells us, that this confirmation was fraudu- 
lent and invalid, I fhall believe it to be 
fb, although I happen to read it in his 
lordfhip's hiftory. But he adds, that al- 
though the confirmation had been goody the 
priefls would have got their land again by 
tbefe two methods : Firft, The flatute of 
Mortmain was repealed for twenty years ; 
in which time no doubt they reckoned they 
would recover the beft part of what they 
had loft ; befides that, engaging the clergy 
to renew no leafes was a thing entirely m 
their own power ; and this in forty years 
time would raife their revenues to be about 

U 3 tea 
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40? timet tfair frefent value, Thefe two 
c^pedienjs for increafing the revenues of 
|^e church he reprefents as pernicious de- 
fiign.s, fit only to he pracftifed in times of 
popery i and fach as the laity ought never 
to eonfent to t from whence and from 
what he faid before about tythes his lord-* 
ffcip hath freely declared his opinion, that 
the clergy are rich enough, and that the 
feaft addition to their fubfiftence would 
fee a ilep towards popery. Now it hapi 
pens, that the two only methods, which 
Could be thought on with any probability 
of fuccefs towards fbme reafonabk aug- 
mentation of ecckfiaftical revenues, are 
here rejected by a bifhop as a means for 
introducing popexy^ and the nation pub-* 
Sickly warned againft them : whereas the 
continuance of the ftatute of Mortmain 
in full force after the church had been fo 
tierribly ftripped appeared to her majefty 
and the kingdom a very unnecef&ry hard- 
ship ; upon which account it was at (eve-* 
ral times r^/oar^ by* the legiflature. Now, 
as the relaxation of that ftatute is mani- 
feftly one of the reafons, which gives the 
kifkpp. thpfe terrible appreheniions o$po~ 

fery 
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pery coming on us ; lb I conceive another 
ground of his fears is the remiflionof the 
jirfl-fruits and tenths. But where the in- 
clination to popery lay, whether in her 
majefty who propofed this benefaction, 
the parliament which confirmed, or the 
clergy who accepted it, his lordfhip hath 
not thought fit to determine. 

The other popijh expedient for aug- 
menting church revenues is, engaging the 
clergy to renew no leafes. Several of the 
moft eminent clergymen have allured me, 
that nothing has been more wifhed for 
by good men than a law to prevent (at 
leaft) bifhops from fetting leafes for lives. 
I could name ten bifhopricks in England, 
whole revenues one with another do not 
amount to 600 pounds a year for each : 
and if his lordihip's, for inftance, would 
be above ten times the value when the 
lives are expired, I mould think the over- 
plus would not be ill difpofed towards an 
augmentation of luch as are now {hame- 
fully poor. But I do afTert, that fuch an 
expedient was not always thought popijh 
and dangerous by this right reverend hii- 
torian. I have had the honour formerly 

U 4 to 
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to converie with him ; and he hath told 
pie feveral years ago, that he lamented 
extremely the power which bifhops had 
of letting leafes for lives ; whereby, as he 
faid, they were utterly deprived of railing 
their revenues, whatever alterations might 
happen in the value of money by length 
of time. I think the reproach of betray^ 
ing private convcrfation will not upon this 
account be laid to my charge. Neither 
do I believe he would have changed his 
opinion upon any fcore, but to take up 
another more agreeable to the maxims of 
his party, That the leafi addition of pro- 
perty to the church is one Jlep towards 
popery. 

The bifhop goes on with much earnerV 
nefs and prolixity to prove, That the 
pope\ confirmation of the church lands to 
thofe whp held them by king Henry* 
donation was null and fraudulent ; which 
is a point that, I believe, no protejiant in. 
England would give three-pence to have 
his choice, whether it fhouJd be true or 
falfe : it might indeed ierve as a paffage 
in his hiftory, among a thoufand other 
jnftances, to detect tie knavery of the 

court 
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court of Rome : but I aflc, Where could 
be the ufe of it in this introduction f Or 
why all this hafte in publifhing it at this 
jun&ure ; and fo out of all method, apart, 
and before the work itfelf ? He gives his 
reafons in very plain terms : we are now, 
it feems, in more danger of popery than 
towards the end of king Charles the Second's 
reign. That fet of men (the tones) is fo 
impioujly corrupted in the point of religion^ 
that nofcene of cruelty can frighten them 
from leaping into it y and perhaps from 
aSlingfuch a part in it as tnay beajftgned 
them. He doubts whether the high-church 
clergy have any principles ; and therefore 
will be ready to turn off their wives, and 
look on the fires kindled in Smithfield as 
an amiable view. Thefe are the facls he 
all along takes for granted, and argues 
accordingly. Therefore in delpair of dif- 
fuading the nobility and gentry of the 
land from introducing popery by any mo- 
tives of honour, religion, alliance, or mer- 
cy, he allures them, That the pope bath 
not duly confirmed their tythes to the church 
lands in their poffeffton 5 which therefore 

muft 
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muft be infallibly rcftorcd as foon as that 
religion is eftablifhed among us. 

Thus in his lordfhip's opinion there 
is nothing wanting to make the majority 
of the kingdom, both for number, quali- 
ty, and pofleffion, immediately embrace 
popery, except kfirm bull from the pope 
to iecure the abby and other church lands 
and tythes to the prefent proprietors and 
their heirs : if this only difficulty could 
now be adjufted, the pretender would be 
reftored next feflion, the two houfes re* 
concikd to the church of Rome againft 
Bqfier term, and the fires lighted in Smith- 
jM by Midfummer. Such horrible calum- 
nies againft a nation are not the lefs in- 
jurious to decency, good-nature, truth, 
honour, and religion, becaufe they may 
be vented with fafety, and I will appeal 
to any reader of common underftancbng, 
whether this be not the mod natural and 
neccfiary deduction from, the pafiages I 
have cited and referred to. 

Yet all this is but friendly dealing, in 
companion with what he affords the clergy 
upon the feme article. He fuppofes that 
whole reverend body, who differ from him 

in 
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in principles of church or Jlate, fo far 
fiom diiliking /o/tery upon the above 
mentioned motives of perjury, quitting 
their wives, or burning their relations ; that 
the hopes of enjoying the abby lands would 
foon bear down all fiich confiderations, 
and be an effe&ual incitement to their 
perverfion : and fb he goes gravely on, as 
with the only argument which he thinks 
can have any force, to aiTure them, that 
the parochial prkfts in roman catbohck 
Gauntries, are much poorer than in ours ; the 
federal orders of regulars, and the nutgm- 
fieenca of their church devouring all their 
treasure ; and by coniequence, their hopes 
are vain of expe&ing to be richer after the 
ttttroduSlkm of popery. 
, But after all, his lordfhip ddpairs that 
even this argument will have any force 
with our abominable clergy, becaufe, to 
ufe his own words, They are an infenfihfo 
aped' degenerate race, who are thinking of 
nothing but their prefent advantages ; and, 
j* that they may mm fipport a luxurious 
and brutal courfe of irregular and voluptu-* 
ous practices, they are eafily lured to betray 
thir religion, to fell their country, and give 

up 
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up that liberty and tho/e properties, which 
are the prefent felicities and glories of this 
nation. 

He feems to reckon all thefe evils as 
matters fully determined on, and therefore 
falls into the Jaft ufual form of deipair by 
threatening the authors of thefe miseries 
with lofting infamy, and the curfes ofpofie- 
rity upon perfidious betrayers of their truft. 

Let me turn this paragraph into vulgar 
language for the ufe of the poor ; and ftrict- 
ly adhere to the fenfeof the words. I be- 
lieve it may be faithfully translated in the 
following manner : the bulk of the clergy 
undone third of the bijbops are flupid fins 
of whores, who think of nothing but getting 
money asfoon as they can ; if they may but 
procure enough tofupply them in gluttony, 
drunkennefs, and whoring, they are ready 
to turn tray tors to God and their country, 
and make their fellow-fubje&s Jlaves. The 
reft of the period about threatening infamy 
and the curfes of pofterity upon fuch dogs 
and villains may ftand as it doth in the 
bi/hop's own phrafe; and fo make the 
paragraph all of a piece. 

I will engage on the other fide to para- 

phrafe 
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phrafc all the rogues and rafcals in the 
engUJbman, fo as to bring them up exact- 
ly to his lordfhip's ftyle : but for my own 
part I much prefer the plain billingfgate 
way of calling names, becaufe it expref- 
feth our meaning full as well, and would 
fave abundance of time, which is loft by 
circumlocution: fo, for inftance, John 
Duntotty who is retained on the fame fide 
with the bifhop, calls my lord treafurer 
and lord Bolingbroke traytors, whore- 
mongers, and Jacobites ; which three words 
coft our right reverend author thrice as 
many lines to define them ; and I hope 
his lordfhip doth not think there is any 
difference in point of morality, whether 
a man calls me traitor in one word, or 
fays I am one hired to betray my religion y 
and fell my country. 

I am not furprized to fee the bifhop 
mention with contempt all convocations 
of the clergy; for 7oland y Afgil, Mon- 
mouth, Collins ) Itndal, and others of the 
fraternity talk the very fame language. 
His lordftup confeiTeth he is not inclined 
to expeEl much from the affemblies of clergy- 
men. There lies the misfortune ; for if he 

and 



3 02 A PREFACE TO THE BISHOP 

and fbnie more of his order would cor- 
red; their inclinations y a great deal of good 
might be expected from fuch aflemblies ; 
as much as they are now cramped by that 
fubmiffion, which a corrupt clergy brought 
upon their innocent fucceflbrs. He will 
not deny that bis copioufnefs in thefe mat^ 
ters is 7 in his awn opinion^ one of the mean- 
ejl parts of his new work. I will agree with 
him, unlefs he happens to be more copioui 
in any thing elie. However, it is not cafy 
to conceive, why he fhould be fo copious 
upon a fubject he fo much defpifeth, unlefs 
it were to gratify his talent of railing at 
the clergy^ in the number of whom he 
difdains to be reckoned, becaufe he is a 
bifjop ; for it is a ftyle I obferve fome 
prelates have fallen into of late years, to 
talk of clergymen as if themlelves were 
not of the number. You will read in many 
of their Jpceches at Dr. Sacheveref s trial 
expreffions to this or the like effect : my 
lords j if clergymen be fuffered^ etc* where- 
in they feem to have reafon; and I am 
pretty confident, that a great majority of 
the clergy were heartily inclined to difowti 
any relation they had to the managers in 




OF SARURTs INTRODUCTION. 3 oj 

lawn. However it was a confounding ar- 
gument againft prejbytery, that thofe pre* 
lates, who are moft fufpe&ed to lean that 
way, treated their inferior brethren with 
baugbtinefs, rigour ', and contempt ; al- 
though, to lay the truth, nothing better 
could be hoped for ; becaufe I believe it 
may pals for an univerfal rule, that in e- 
very diocefe governed by bifhops of the 
whig fpecies the clergy (efpecially the 
poorer fort) are under double difciplinc ; 
and the laity left to themfelves. The o- 
pinion of Sir Thomas Moore, which hepro- 
duceth to prove the ill confcquences or 
infignificancy of convocations, advanceth 
no fuch thing; but fays, if the clergy ajfetn- 
bled often, and might atlas other ajfemblies 
of clergy in chriftendom, much good might 
have come ; but the misfortune lay in their 
long difufe, and that in his own and a good 
part of bis father s time they never came 
together y except at the command 'of the prince, 
I iuppofe his lordfhip thinks there is 
fome original impediment in the ftudy of 
divinity, or fecret incapacity in a gown 
and caffock without lawn, which disquali- 
fies all inferior clergymen from debating 

upon 
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upon fubjects of doctrine or difcipline irt 
the church. It is a famous faying of his^ 
that he looks upon every layman to be an 
honeft man, until he is by experience con- 1 
vincedto the contrary ; and on every clergy-* 
man as a knave, until be finds him to be an 
honeft man. What opinion then mull we» 
have of a lower houfe of convocation; 
where, lam confident, he will hardly find 
three perfons that ever convinced him of 
their nonefty, or will ever be at the pains 
to do it? Nay I am afraid they would 
think fuch a conviction might be no very 
advantageous bargain, to gain the charac- 
ter of an honeft man with his lordfhip, 
and lofe it with the reft of the world. 

In the famous concordats that was made 
between Francis I. of France and pope 
Leo X. the bifhop tells us, that the king 
and pope came to a bargain, by which they 
divided the liberties of the Gallican church 
between them, and indeed quite enjlavedit* 
He intends in the third part of his hiftory, 
which he is going to publifh, to open this 
whole matter to the world. In the mean 
time he mentions fome ill confequences 
to the gallican church from that concor- 

date, 
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date> which are worthy to be obferved: 
the church of France became aflave\ and 
this change in their conflitution put an end 
not only to national, but evert to provincial 
fynods in that kingdom. The ajfemblies of 
the clergy there meet now only to gtvefub-^ 
fidies, etc. and he fays, our nation may fee 
by that proceedings what it is to deliver up 
the ejfential liberties of a free conflitution 
to a court. 

All I can gather from this matter is, ; 
that our king Henry made a better bar- 
gain than his cotemporary Francis, who 
divided the liberties of the church between 
himfelf and the pope, while the king of 
England feized them all to himfelf. But 
how comes he to number the want of fy-; 
nods in the gallican church among the 
grievances of that concordat e y and as a mark 
of their flavery, fince he reckons all con- 
vocations of the clergy in England to be. 
ufelefs and dangerous ? Or what difference 
in point of liberty was there between the 
gallican church under Francis, and the 
englijh under Harry ? For the latter was 
as much v a papiji as the former, unlefs in 
the point of obedience to the fee oiRome ; 

X and 
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arid in every quality of a good man, or a 
good prince (except perioral courage, 
wherein both were equal) the frencb mo- 
narch had the advantage by as many de- 
grees as is poflible for one man to have over 
another. 

Henry WW. had no manner of inten- 
tion to change religion in his kingdom ; he 
continued to perfecute and \>umproteftants y 
after he had caft off the popes fupremacy ; 
and I fuppofe his feizure of ecdeiiaftical 
revenues (which Francis never attempted) 
cannot be reckoned as a mark of the 
church's liberty. By the quotation the 
bifhop fets down to {hew the flavery of 
the french church, he reprelents it as a 
grievance, that bijbops are not now elected 
there as formerly^ but wholly appointed by 
the prince ; and that tbofemade by the court 
have been ordinarily the chief advancers of 
fchifmS) herefeSy and oppreffions of the 
church. He cites another paffage from a 
greek writer, and plainly infinuates, that 
it is juftly applicable to hermajefty's reign: 
princes cbujefuch men to that charge (of a 
bifhop) who may be their Jlavesy and in all 
things obfequiousto what they prefcribe, and 

may 




OF SARDNTi INTRODUCTION. 307 

tnay lie at their feet ', and have notfo tnuch 
as a thought contrary to their commands. 

Thefe are very lingular paflages for his 
lordfliip to fet down, in order to fhew the 
difmal confluences of the french coneor- 
date y by the flavery of the galHcan church 
compared with the freedom of ours. J 
(hall not enter into a long difpute, whe- 
ther it were better for religion, that bifhops, 
fhould be chofen by the clergy, or people, or 
both together: I believe our author would 
give his vote for the fecond (which however 
would not have been of much advantage 
to himfelf, and fome others that I could 
name;) but I a(k, whether bifhops are any 
more elected in England than in France f 
And the want of fynods are, in his own 
opinion,rather a bleffing than a grievance, 
unle& he will affirm, that more good can 
be expe&ed from a popijb fynod than an 
englijh convocation. Did the french clergy 
ever receive a greater blow to their liber- 
ties than the fubmhlion made to Henry 
the eighth ; or fo great a one as the feiz- 
ure of their lands ? The reformation owed 
nothing to the good intentions of king 
Henry; he was only an inftrument of it 

X 2 (as 
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(as the logicians fpeak) by accident ; nor 
doth he appear throughout his whole 
reign to have had any other views than 
thofe of gratifying his infatiable love of 
power, cruelty, oppreffion, and other irre- 
gular appetites. But this kingdom, as well 
as many other parts of Europe, was at that 
time generally weary of the corruptions 
and impositions of the roman court and 
church ; and difpofed to receive thofe 
doctrines, which Luther and his follow- 
ers had univerfally fpread. Granmer 
the archbifhop, Cromwell y and others of 
the court, did fecretly embrace the refor- 
mation; and the king's abrogating the 
pope ^ fupremacy made the people in 
general run into the new doctrine with 
greater freedom, becaufe they hoped to 
be fupported in it by the authority and ex- 
ample of their prince ; who difappointed 
them fo far, that he made no other ftep, 
than rejecting the pope's fupremacy as a 
clog upon his own power arid pailions ; 
but retained every corruption befides, and 
became a cruel persecutor, as well of thofe 
who denied his own fupremacy, as of all 
others who profefled any protejlant doc- 

•^ tnne. 
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.trine. Neither hath any thing di%ufted me 
more in reading the hiftories of thofe times, 
than to fee one of the worft princes of any 
age or country celebrated as an inftrument 
in that glorious work of the reformation. 

The bifhop, having gone over all the 
matters that properly fall within his in- 
troduction, proceeds to expofttflate with 
feveral forts of people : flrft with protef- 
tants, who are no Chrijlians, fuch as a- 
theifls^ delfts^ freethinker s y and the like 
enemies to chriftianity : but thefe he treats 
with the tendernefs of a friend, becaufe 
they are all of them of (bund whig princi- 
ples in church and ftate. However to do 
him juftice, he lightly toucheth fome old 
topicks for the truth of the gospel ; and 
concludes, by wijhing that the freethink- 
ers would confider well, if (anglice, whe- 
ther) they think it is pojfible to bring a na- 
tion to be without any religion at all ; and 
what the conferences of that may prove ; 
and in cafe they allow the negative he gives 
it clearly for chriftianity. 

Secondly, he applieth himfelf (if I take 
his meaning right) to chriftian papifts, who 
have a tajle of liberty j and defires them 

X 3 ta 
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to compare the abfurdity of their own re- 
jjgton with the reafonablenefs of the reform- 
ed: againft which, as good luck would 
have it, I have nothing to object. 

Thirdly, he is fomewhat rough againft 
his own party, who having tafted thejweets 
»f proteftant liberty, can look hack Jo tame- 
ly on popery coming on them ; it looks as 
if they were bewitched, or that the devil 
^rere in them, to be lb negligent. // is 
not enough, that they refolve not to turn 
papifts themfehes ; they ought to awaken 
all about them, even the moft ignorant and 
ftupid, to apprehend their danger, and to 
exert themfehes with their utmofi induftry 
to guard againft it, and to reffi it. If after 
all their endeavours to prevent it, the cor- 
ruption of the age, and the art and power 
of our enemies, prove too bard for us ; then, 
and not until then, we muftfubmit to the 
will of God, and be filent', and prepare our 
J elves for all the extremities of fuffering 
and of mifery, with a great deal more ot 
the fame ftrain. 

With due fubmiflion to the profound 
fagacity of this prelate, who can fmell/0- 
pery at five hundred miles diftance, better 

than 
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than fanaticiftn juft under his nofe, I take 
leave to tell him, that this reproof to his 
friends for want of zeal and clamour a- 
gainft popery, Jlavery, and the pretender 
is what they have not deferved. Are the 
pamphlets and papers daily publimed by 
the fublime authors of his party full of any 
thing elfe ? Are not the Queen, the minis- 
ters, the majority of lords and commons, 
loudly taxed in print with this charge a- 
gainft them at full length ? Is it not the per- 
petual echo of every whig coffee-houfeand 
club? Have they not quartered popery and 
the pretender upon the peace and treaty 
of commerce; upon the poflefling, and 
quitting, and keeping, and demolishing 
of Dunkirk? Have they not clamoured, 
because the pretender continued in France^ 
and becaufe he left it? Have they not re- 
ported that the town fwarmed with many 
thoufand papifit\ when upon (earch there 
were never found fo few of that religion 
in it before? If a clergyman preachetn o- 
bedience to the higher powers, is he not 
immediately traduced as a papifi? Can 
mortal man do more ? To deal plainly,my 
lord, your friends are not ftrong enough 

X 4 yet 
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yet to make an infurredion, and it is un- 
reasonable to expert one from them, un- 
til their neighbours be ready. 

My lord, I have a little ferioufnefs at 
heart upon this pointy where your lordflrip 
affecls to fhew fo much. When you can 
prove, that one fingle word hath ever 
dropt from any minifter of ftate in pub- 
lick or private in favour of the pretender 
or his caufe ; when you can make it ap- 1 
pear, that in the courfe of this adminiftra- 
tion, fince the Queen thought fit to 
change her fervants, there hath one ftep 
been made towards weakening the Hanover 
titleyor giving the leaft countenance to any 
other whatsoever ; then,and not until then, 
go dry your chaff and Jtubb/e, give fire to 
the zeal of your faction, and reproach 
them with lukewarmnefs. 

Fourthly, the bifliop applies himfelf to 
the tories in general ; taking it for grant- 
ed after his charitable manner, that they 
are all ready prepared to introduce popery. 
He puts an excufe into their mouths, by 
which they would endeavour to juftify 
their change of religion: popery is not 
what it was before the reformation ; things 

are 
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are now much mended y and further cor- 
rections might be expeb~led> if we would en- 
ter into a treaty with them : in particular^ 
they fee the error of proceeding fever ely 
with heretich ; fo that there is no reafon 
to apprehend the returns offuch cruelties^ as 
were praflifed an age and a half ago. 

This he affures us is a plea offered by 
the tories in defence of themfelves for 
going about at this jun&ure to eftablifh 
the popijb religion among us: what argu- 
ment doth he bring to prove the fadt it 
felf? 

Quibus indiciis, quo tejle^ probavit ? 
JVilborum : verbofa etgrandis epijlolavenit. 

Nothing but this tedious introduBion, 
wherein he fuppofeth it all along as a 
thing granted. That there might be a per- 
fect union in the whole chriftian church, 
is a blefling which every good man wifli- 
eth,but no reafonable man can hope. That 
the more polite roman catholicks have 
in feveral places given up fome of their 
fuperftitious fopperies, particularly con- 
cerning legends^ relicks y and the like, is 
what no body denies. But the material 

points 
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points in difference between us and them 
are univerfally retained and aflerted in all 
their controverfial writings. .And if his 
lordfhip really thinks that every man, 
who differs from him under the name of 
a tory in fome church and ftate opinions, 
is ready to believe tranfubftantiatum y pur- 
gatory ,the infallibility of pope or councils, 
to worpip faints and angels , and the like ; 
I can only pray God to enlighten his un- 
derftanding, or graft in his heart the firft 
principles of charity ; a virtue which feme 
people ought not by any means wholly to 
renounce, becaufe it cover etb a multitude 
of fins. 

Fifthly, the bifhop applies himfelf to 
his own party in both houfes of parlia- 
ment, whom he exhorts to guard tbeir 
religion and liberty againfi all danger , at 
what dijlarice foever it may appear. If they 
are abfent and remifs on critical occafums\ 
that is to fay, if they do not attend clofe 
next lemons to vote upon all occasions 
whatever againfi the proceedings of the 
Queen and her miniftry, or if any views 
of advantage to themf elves prevail on them c 
in other words, if any of them vote for the 
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bill of commerce in hopes of a place or 
apenfion, a title or a garter; God may 
work a deliverance for us another way ; 
{that is to fey, by inviting the Dutch) but 
they and their families , i. e. thofewhoare 
negligent, or revolters, Jhall ferijh ; by 
which is meant they fhall be hanged as 
well as the prefent miniftry and their abet- 
tors, as foon as we recover our power ; 
becaufe they let in idolatry, Juperjlition and 
tyranny ; becaufe they ftood by and dif- 
fered the peace to be made, the bill of 
commerce to pa(s, and Dunkirk to lie un- 
demoliflied longer than we expected, with- 
out raifing a rebellion. 

His laft application is to the tory clergy, 
a parcel of blind,ignorant, dumb, Jleeping, 
greedy, drunken dogs. A pretty artful e- 
pifcopal method is this, of calling his 
brethren as many injurious names as he 
pleafeth. It is but quoting a text of fcrip- 
ture, where the characters of evil men are 
dcfcribed, and the thing is done ; and at 
the feme time the appearances of piety 
and devotion preferved. I would engage, 
with the help of a good concordance, and 
the liberty of perverting holy writ, to find 

out 
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out as many injurious appellations, as the 
Englijhman throws out in any of his poli- 
tick papers, and apply them to thofe per- 
fons who call good evil, and evil good ; to 
thofe who cry without caufe, every man 
to his tent) O Ifrael 1 and to thofe who curfe 
the Queen in their hearts I 

Thefe decent words, he tells us, make 
up a lively defer iption offuchpafiors as will 
not fiudy controver/y, nor know the depths 
of Satan. He means, I fuppofe, the con- 
•troverfy between us and the papifls m y for 
as to the freethinkers and diff enters of every 
denomination, they are fbme of the beft 
friends to the caufe. Now I have been 
told, there is a body of that kind of con- 
troversy publifhed by the I^ondon divines, 
which is not to be matched in the world. 
I believe likewife, there is a good number 
of the clergy at prefent thoroughly verfed 
in that ftudy; after which I cannot but 
give my judgment, that it would be a very 
idle thing for paftors in general to bufy 
themfelves much in difputes againft po- 
pery \ it being a dry heavy employment 
of the mind at beft, efpecially when, God 
be thanked, there is fo little occafion for 

it 
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it in the generality of parifhes throughout 
the kingdom, and muft be daily lefs and 
lefs by the juft feverity of the laws, and 
the utter averfion of our people from that 
idolatrous fuperftition. 

If I might be fo bold to name thofe, who 
have the honour to be of his lordfhip's 
party, I would venture to tell him, that 
pafiors have much more occafion to ftudy 
controverfies againft the feveral clafles of 
freethinkers and diffenters : the former (I . 
beg his lordfhip's pardon for faying fo) 
being a little worfe than papi/ts, and both 
of them more dangerous at prefent to our 
conftitution both in church and ftate. Not 
that I think prejbytery fo corrupt a fyftem 
of chriftian religion as popery ; I believe 
it is not above one third as bad : but I 
think the prejbyterians and their clans of 
other fanaticks, of freethinkers and atheifts 
that dangle after them, are as well inclin- 
ed to pull down the prefent eftablifhment 
of monarchy and religion, as any fett of 
papijis in chriftendom ; and therefore that 
our danger, as things now ftand, is infi- 
nitely greater from our proteflant enemies ; 
becaufe they are much more able to ruin 

us, 
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us, and full as willing. There is no doubt, 
but prefbytery and a commonwealth are 
lefs formidable evils than popery > Jhvery t 
and the pretender; for if the f ana ticks 
were in power, I fhould be in more ap- 
prehension of being ftarved than burned. 
But there are probably in England forty 
di ff enter so( all kinds, including their bre- 
thren the freethinker s, for one papifl ; and 
allowing one papifl to be as terrible as 
three dtffenters, it will appear by arithme- 
tick that we are thirteen times and one 
third more in danger of being ruined by 
the latter than the former. 

The other qualification necenary for 
all paftors, if they will not be blind, igno- 
rant , greedy y drunken dogs, etc. is to know 
the depths of Satan. This is harder than 
the former ; that a poor gentleman ought 
not to be parfon, vicar, or curate of a pa- 
rifh, except he be cunninger than the de- 
vil. I am afraid it will be difficult to re- 
medy this defect for one manifeft reafon, 
becaufe whoever had only half the cun- 
ning of the devil would never take up 
with a vicarage of ten pound* a year to 
live on at his eafe, as my' i U 
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it ; but feek out for fome better livelihood. 
His lord/hip is of a nation very much di£- 
tinguifhed for that quality of cunning (al- 
though they have a great many better) 
and I think he was never accufed for 
wanting his {hare. However upon a trial 
of fkill, I would venture to lay fix to four 
en the devil's fide, who muft be allowed 
to be at leaft the older pra&imner. 'Tell- 
ing truth fhames him, and refinance makes 
him fly ; but to attempt outwitting him, 
is to fight him at his own weapon, and 
confequently no cunning at all. Another 
thing I would obferve is, that a man may 
be in the depths of Satan without knowing 
them all ; and fuch a man may be fb far 
in Satan s depths, as to be out of his own. 
One of the depths of Satan is to counterfeit 
ten angel of light. Another I believe is to 
ftir up the people againft their governors 
by falfe fuggeftions of danger. A third, 
is to be a prompter to falfe brethren , and 
to fend wolves about in Jbeep's cloathing. 
Sometimes he fends Jefuits about England 
in the habit and cant of fanaticks ; at o- 
ther times he hath fanatick miflionaries 
in the habits o f I fhall mention but 

one 



3 20 A PREFACE TO THE BISHOP 

one more of Satan 's depths ; for I confefs 
I know not the hundredth part of them j 
and that is to employ his emuTaries in 
crying out againft remote imaginary dan- 
gers, by which we may be taken off from 
defending ourfelves againft thofe which 
are really juft at our elbows. 

But his lordfhip draws towards a con- 
clufion, and bids us look about, to confider 
the danger we are in before it is too late ; 
for he allures us, we are already going into 
fome of the worfl parts of popery ; like the 
man, who was fo much in hafte for his 
new coat, that he put it on the wrong 
fide out. Auricular confejfton, priefily ab- 
folution, and thefacrifce of the mafs, have 
made great progrefs in England, and no 
body hath obferved it : feveral other popifh 
points are carried higher with us, than by 
the priefis themfelves: and fomebody it 
feems had the impudence to propofe an 
union with the gallican aurch. I have in- 
deed heard that Mr. I • published a dii - 
courfe to that ] 
feen ; nor do " 
pofing an ; 
mchriflet 
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is moft unhappily milled in his politicks ; 
but if he be the author of the late * tra& 
againft popery > he hath given the world 
fuch a proof of his fbundnefs in religion, 
as many a bijhop ought to be proud of. I 
never law the gentleman in my life : 1 
know he is the fon of a great and excel- 
lent prelate, who upon feveral accounts 
was one of the moft extraordinary men 
of his age. Mr. Lejly hath written many 
uieful diicourfes upon feveral fubje&s, and 
hath fo well deferved of the chriftian re- 
ligion, and the church of England in par- 
ticular, that to accufe him of impudence 
for propqfing an union in two very diffe- 
rent faiths, is a ftylc which I hope few 
will imitate. I deteft Mr. Lejlys political 
principles as much as his lordihip can do 
for his heart ; but I very believe he ads 
from a miftaken confcience, and therefore 
I diftmguim, between the principles and 
the perfon. However it is fome mortifi- 
cation to me, when I fee an avowed non- 
juror contribute more to the confounding 
of popery, than could ever be done by a hun- 
dred thoufand fuch introdu&ions as this. 

• The Cafe Stated. 

Y His 
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His lordftiip ends with dilcovering a 
foiall ray of comfort. God be thanked, 
there are many among us that ft and upon 
the watch -tower, ana that give faithful 
warning , that ftand in the breach, and 
make themf elves a wall for their church 
and country ; that cry to God day and 
night, and lie in the duft mourning before 
frim> to avert thofe judgments that feem 
to haft en towards us. Ibeyfearcb into the 
myftery of iniquity that is working among 
us> and acquaint tbemfelves with that tnajs 
of corruption that is in popery. He prays, 
That the number of thefe may increafe, and 
that he may be of that number •, ready ei- 
ther to die in peace , or tofeal that doctrine 
he hath been preaching above fifty years 
with his blood. This being his laft para- 
graph, I have made bold to tranfcribe 
the raoft important parts of it. His de^ 
(ign is to end after the manner of orators, 
with leaving the ftrongeft impreffion pot- 
fible upon the minds of his hearers. A 
great breach is made, the myftery ofpopifb 
iniquity is working among us ; may God 
avert thofe judgments that are haftening 
towards us; 1 am an old man, a preacher 
tffove fifty yearly and I tvaw. ex^d and 
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am ready to die a martyr for the doclrines 
I have preached. What an amiable idea 
doth he here leave upon our minds of her 
majefty and her government! he hath 
been poring fo long upon Fox's book of 
martyrs, that he imagines himfelf living 
in the reign of queen Mary y and is re- 
folved to fet up for a knight errant againft 
popery. Upon the fuppofition of his being 
in earneft (which I am fore he is not) it 
would require but a very little more heat 
of imagination to make a hiftory of fuch 
a knight's adventures. What would he fay 
to behold the fires kindled in Smithfield, 
and all over the town y on the feventeenth 
of November ; to behold the pope borne 
in triumph on the fhoulders of the people, 
with a cardinal on the one fide and the 
pretender on the other f He would never 
believe it was queen Elizabeth % day, but 
that of her perfecuting fifter: in fhort, 
how eafily might a windmill be taken for 
the whore of Babylon, and a puppet-Jhow 
for a popifh proceifion ? 

But enthufiafm is none of his lordfhip's 
faculty : I am inclined to believe, he might 
be melancholy enough, when he writ this 

Y 2 intrth- 
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introduEiion : the defpair at his age of 
feeing a faction reftored, to which he 
hath facrificed fo great a part of his life : 
the little fuccefs he can hope for in cafe 
he fhould relume thofe high-church prin- 
ciples in defence of which he firft em- 
ployed his pen : no vifible expectation of 
removing to Farnham or Lambeth: and 
laftly, the misfortune of being hated by 
every one, who either wears, the habit or 
values the profeffion of a clergyman. No 
Wonder fuch a fpirit, in fuch a fituation, 
is provoked beyond the regards of truth, 
decency, religion, or felf-convicHon. To 
do him juftice, he feems to have nothing 
elfe left, but to cry out baiters, gibbets % 
faggots, inquifition, popery ', Jlavery, and 
the pretender. But in the mean time, he 
little confiders what a world of mifchicf 
he doth to his caufe. It is very convent 
ent for the prefent defigns of that faction 
to fpread the opinion of our immediate 
danger from popery and the pretender. His 
directors therefore ought, in my humble 
opinion, to have employed his lordfhip in 
publifliing a book, wherein he mould have 
affirmed by the moft folemn afley- ations, 
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that all things Were fafe and well $ for th* 
world hath contracted fo ftrong a habit 
of believing him backwards, that I am 
confident nine parts in ten of thole, who 
have read or heard of his introduction^ 
have flept in greater fecurity ever fince. 
It is like the melancholy tone of a watch- 
man at midnight, who thumps with his 
pole as if fome thief were breaking in ; but 
you know by the noife that the door is faft* 
However, he thanks God there are many 
among us who ft and in the breach : I be- 
lieve they may ; it is a breach of their own 
making, and they defign to come for- 
ward, and ftorm and plunder, if they be 
not driven back* They make themfelves a 
wall for their church and country. Kfoutb 
wall. I fuppofe, for all the beft fruit of the 
church and country to be nailed on. Let 
us examine this metaphor. The wall of 
our church and country is built of thofe, 
who love the conftitution in both : our 
domeftick enemies undermine fome parts 
of the wall) and place themfelves in the 
breach^ and then they cry, we are the wall. 
We do not like fuch patch- work; they 
build with untempered mortar ; nor can 

Y 3 th< 



3 26 A PREFACE TO THE BISHOP 

they ever cement with us, till they get bet- 
ter materials and better workmen. -God 
keep us from having our breaches made up 
with fuch rubbifli. They fland upon the 
watch-tower! they are indeed pragmatical 
enough to do fo; but who affigned them 
that poft to give us falfe intelligence, to 
alarm us with falfe dangers, and fend us to 
defend one gate, while their accomplices 
are breaking in at another ? They cry to God 
day and night to avert the judgment of 
popery y which feems to hajien towards us. 
Then I affirm, they are hypocrites by day, 
and filthy dreamers by night: when thy 
try unto him, he will not hear them\ for 
they cry againft the plained chelates of 
their own conlcience, reafon, and belief. 

But, laftly, they lie in the dufi mourn- 
ing before him. Hang me if I believe that, 
unlefs it be figuratively fpoken. But fup- 
pofe it to be true, why do they lie in the 
dufi? Becaufe they love to raife it. For 
what do they mourn? Why, for power, 
wealth, and places. There let the ene- 
mies of the Queen, and monarchy and 
the church //* and mourn^ and lick the 
dufi Kkeferpents, till they are truly ienfi- 

ble 




ble of their ingratitude, falfhood, difobe- 
dience, flander, blaiphemy, fedition, and 
every evil work, 

I cannot find in my heart to conclude 
Without offering his lordfhip a little hum* 
ble advice upon fome certain points* 

Firft, I would advife him, if it be not 
too late in his life, to endeavour a little at 
mending his ftyle, which is mighty de- 
fective in the circumftanees of grammar, 
propriety, politenefs, and fmoothnefs. I 
fancied at firft it might be owing to the 
prevalence of his paflion, as people fput- 
ter out nonfenfe for hafte, when they are 
in a rage. And indeed I believe this piece 
before me hath received fome additional 
imperfectionsfrom thatoccafion. But who- 
ever hath heard his fermons, or read his 
other trads, will find him very unhappy 
in the choice and difpofition of his words, 
and for want of variety repeating them, 
efpecially the particles, in a manner very 
grating to an englijh ear. But I confine 
myfelf to this intfoduEtfon-, as his laft 
work, where endeavouring at rhetorical 
flowers he gives us only bunches oitbijiles; 
of which I could prelent the reader with 

Y 4 * -n- 
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a plentiful crop ; but I refer him to every 
page and line of the pamphlet itfelf. 

Secondly, I would moft humbly advife 
his lordftiip to examine a little into the 
nature of truth, and fometimes to hear 
what fie fays. I fhall produce two in- 
ftances among an hundred. When he 
aflerts, that we are wry in tnore danger of 
popery than towards the end of king Charles 
thefecond's reign ; and gives the broadeft 
hints, that the Queen, the miniftry, the 
parliament, and the clergy, are juft going 
to introduce it ; I defire to know whe- 
ther he really thinks truth is of his fide, 
or whether he be not (ure fie is againft 
him ? If the latter, then truth and he will 
be found in two different ftories, and 
which are we to believe? Again, when 
he gravely advifes the tories not to light the 
fires in Smithfield, and goes on in twenty 
places already quoted, as if the bargain 
was made for popery zndjlavery to enter ; 
I afk again whether he hath rightly con- 
fidered the nature of truth t I defire to 
put a parallel cafe. Suppofe his lordfbip 
fhould take it into his fancy to write and 
publifh a letter to any gentleman of no in- 
famous 
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famous character for his religion or morals; 
and there advife him with great earneft- 
nefs not to rob or fire churches, ravifh his 
daughter, or murder his father ; (hew him 
the fin and the danger of thefe enormities ; 
that if he flattered himfelf he could efcape 
in difguife, or bribe his jury, he was grie- 
voufly miftaken ; that he muft in all pro- 
bability forfeit his goods and chattels, die 
an ignominious death, and be curft by po- 
fterity: would not fuch a gentleman juft- 
ly think himfelf highly injured, although 
his lordfhip did not affirm, that the faid 
gentleman had picklocks or combuftibles 
ready; that he had attempted his daugh- 
ter, and drawn his fword againft his father 
in order to flab him? whereas, in the other 
cafe, this writer affirms over and over, that 
all attempts for introducing popery and 
Jlavery are already made, the whole bufi- 
nefs concerted, and that little lefs than 
a miracle can prevent our ruin. 

Thirdly, I could heartily wifh his lord- 
fhip would not undertake to charge the 
opinions of one or two, and thofe pro- 
bably nonjurors, upon the whole body of 
the nation that differs from him. Mr. 

Lejfy 
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Lejly writ apropofal for an union with the 
gaDIcan church : fomebody elfe hath car- 
ried the necejftty of prieftbood in the point 
ofbaptifm, farther than popery: a third 
bath ajferted the independency of the church 
on the ft ate, and in many things arraign* 
ed the fupremacy of the crown ; then he 
fpeaks in a dubious infatuating way, as if 
fome other popijh tenets had been already 
advanced: and at laft concludes in this 
affected (train of defpondency ; What will 
all thefe things end int And on what de~ 
fign are they driven? Alas, it is too vijibkl 
it is as clear as the fun, that thefe authors 
are encouraged by the miniftry with a 
defign to bring in popery \ and in popery 
all thefe things will end. 

I never was (o uncharitable to believe, 
that the whole party, of which his lord- 
fhip profeneth himfelf a member, had a 
real formed defign of eftabUfbing atheifm 
among us. The reafon why the whigs 
have taken the atheifts or freethinkers into 
their body is, becaufe they wholly agree 
in their political fchemes, and differ very 
little in church power and difcipline. 
However, I could turn the argument a- 

gainft 
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gainft his lordfhip with very great advan- 
tage by quoting paffages from fifty pam- 
phlets wholly made up of whiggtfm and 
atbeifm, and then conclude, what will all 
thefe things end in? And on what defign 
are they driven? Alas, it is too vifiblel 

Laftly, I would beg his lordfhip not 
to be fo exceedingly outrageous upon the 
memory of the dead ; becaufe it is highly 
probable, that in a very fhort time he 
will be one of the number. He hath in 
plain words given Mr. Wharton the 
chara&er of a moft malicious, revengeful, 
treacherous, lying, mercenary villain. To 
which I fhall only fay, that the direct re- 
verie of this amiable defcription is what 
appears from the works of that moft learn- 
ed divine, and from the accounts given 
me by thofe, who knew him much better 
than the bifhop feems to have done. I 
meddle not with the moral part of this 
treatment. God Almighty forgive his lord- 
fliip this manner of revenging himfelf ; 
and then there will be but little confe- 
quence from an accufation, which the 
dead cannot feel y and which none of the 
living will believe. 
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IN handling this fubject I fhall proceed 
wholly upon the fuppofition, that thole 
of our party, who profefs themielves mem- 
bers of the church eftablifhed, and under 
the apoftolical government of bifhops, do 
defire the continuance and tranfmimon of 
it to pofterity at leaft in as good a condi- 
tion as it is at prefent : becaufe, as this 
difcourfe is not calculated for difTenters 
of any kind, fo neither will it fuit the 
talk or fentiments of thofe perfons, who 
with the denomination of churchmen are 
oppreflbrs of the inferior clergy, and per- 

* The general fubjeft of he always chofe to raife the 

this pamphlet leads me to re- rents, as the method leaft op- 

colle& a circumftance much preffive to the prefent tenant, 

to the dean's honour ; he could and moft advantageous to all 

never be induced to take fines future tenants and landlords, 
for any of the chapter lands j Orrery. 
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petually quarrelling at the great incomes 
of the bifhops ; which is a traditional cant 
delivered down from former times, and 
continued with great reafon, although it 
be now near 200 years fince almoft three 
parts in four of the church revenues have 
been taken from the clergy, befidcs die 
fpoils that have been gradually made ever 
fince of glebes and other lands by the 
confufion of times, the fraud of encroach- 
ing neighbours, or the power of oppref- 
lbrs too great to be encountred. 

About the time of the reformation 
many popijh bifhops of this kingdom, 
knowing they muft have been fbon eject- 
ed if they would not change their religion, 
made long leafes and fee-farms of great 
part of their lands, referving very incon- 
fiderable rents, fbmetimes only a chiefry, 
by a power they aflumed directly contrary 
to many antient canons, yet confiftent e- 
nough with the common law. This trade 
held on for many years after the bifhops 
became proteftants; and fbme of their 
names are ftill remembered with infamy 
on account of enriching their families by 
fuch facrilegious alienations. By thefe 

means 
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means epifcopal revenue^ were fb low re* 
duced, that three of four fees were often 
united to make a tolerable' competency a 
For fbme remedy to this evil king Jamei 
the firft by a bounty, that became a good 
chriftian prince* beftowed feveral forfeited 
lands on the northern bifhopricks: but in" 
all other parts of the kingdom the church 
continued ftill in the fame diftrefs and po- 
verty ; fbme of the fees hardly pofleffing 
enough to maintain a country vicar. A- 
bout the middle of king Charles the firft's 
reign the legiflature here thought fit to 
put a flop at leaft to any farther alienati- 
ons ; and fb a law was enacted, prohibit- 
ing all bifhops and other ecclefiafHcal cor- 
porations from fetting their lands for ah 
bove the term of twenty one years j the 
rent referved to be one half of the real va- 
lue of fuch lands at the time they were fet* 
without which condition the leafe to be 
void. 

Soon after thereftoration ofking Cbafkt 
the fecond the parliament taking into 
confideratioh the miferable eftate of t^e 
church, certain lands by Way of augmen- 
tation were granted to eight bifhops in t 

Z 
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ad of fettlement, and confirmed in the 
ad of explanation ; of which bounty, as 
I remember, three fees were in a great 
meafure defeated; but by what accidents 
It is not here of any importance to relate. 

This at prefent is the condition of the 
church in Ireland with regard to epifcopal 
revenues : which I have thus briefly (and 
perhaps imperfectly) deduced for fome 
information to thole, whole thoughts do 
not lead them to fuch coniiderations. 

By virtue of the ftatute already men- 
tioned, under king Charles the firft, limit- 
ing ecclefiaftical bodies to the term of 
twenty one years under the referved rent of 
half real value, thebilhops have had fome 
{hare in the gradual rife of lands, without 
which they could not have been fupport- 
cd with any common deceny that might 
become their ftation. It is above eighty 
years lince the pafling of that ad : the lee 
of Meath, one of the belt in the kingdom, 
was then worth about 400 / per annum ; 
the poorer ones in the lame proportion. If 
this were their prefent condition, I cannot 
conceive how they would have been able 
to pay for their patents, ox buy their robes : 

but; 
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but this will certainly be the condition of 
their fucceflbrs, if fuch a bill mould pafs, 
as they fay is now intended, which I will 
fuppofe ; and believe many perfons, who 
may give a vote for it, are not aware of. 

However, this is the ad which is now 
attempted to be repealed, or at leaft elud- 
ed; feme are for giving bifhops leave to let 
fee-farms, others would allow them to let 
kales for lives; and the mod moderate 
would repeal that claufe, by which the 
bifhops are bound to let their lands at 
half value. 

The reafbns for the rife of value in 
lands are of two kinds, Of the firft kind, 
are long peace and fettlement after the de- 
vastations of war; plantations, improve- 
ments of bad foil) recovery of bogs and 
mdrflitt, advancement of trade and ma- 
flufa&ures, inercafeof inhabitants* encou* 
ra^nratt of agriculture, and the like, 

But there in another reafon for the life 
of land, more gradual, conftapt and cer- 
tain; which will have its effects in cOurn 
tries, that are very far from flourishing in 
any of the advantages I have juft mention- 
ed: I mtian tbt prfxtuel decreafe in tbt 
Z a value 
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value of gold andfilver. I {hall difcourfe 
upon thefe two different kinds with a 
view towards the bill now attempted. 
' As to the fir ft: I cannot fee how this 
kingdom is at any heighth of improver 
ment, while four parts in five of the 
plantations for 30 years paft have been 
real dif-improvements ; nine in ten of the 
quickfet-hedges being ruined for want of 
care or {kill. And as to foreft trees, they 
being often taken out of woods, and plant- 
ed in {ingle rows on the tops of ditches, 
it is impoffible they (hould grow to be of 
ufe, beauty, or fhelter. Neither can it be 
faid, that the foil of Ireland is improved 
to its full heighth, while fo much lies all 
winter under water, and the bogs made 
almoft defperate by the ill cutting of the 
turf. There hath indeed been fome little 
improvement in the manufactures of linen 
and woollen, although very fhort of per- 
fection ; but our trade was never in fo low 
a condition : and as to agriculture, of 
which all wife nations have been fo tender, 
the defolation made in the country by en- 
grafting graziers, and the great yearly im- 
portation of corn from England y are la-> 

mentable 
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raentable inftances under what difcourage- 
ment it lies. 

But, notwithftanding all thefe mortifi- 
cations, I fiippofe there is no well-wifher 
to his country without a little hope, that 
in time the kingdom may be on a better 
foot in fome of the articles above mention- 
ed. But it would be hard, if ecclefiaftical 
bodies mould be the only perfbns exclud- 
ed from any mare in publick advantages, 
which yet can never happen, without a 
greater mare of profit to their tenants: if 
God fends rain equally upon the juft and 
the unjufly why mould thofe, who wait 
at his altars, and are inftru&ors of the peo- 
ple, be cut offirom partaking in the ge- 
neral benefits of law or of nature ? 

But, as this way of reafbning may feem 
to bear a more favourable eye to the clergy, 
than perhaps will fuit with the prefent 
difpofition or fafhion of the age; I mall 
therefore dwell more largely upon the fe- 
cond reafbn for the rife of land, which is 
the perpetual decreafe of the value of gold 
andfilver* 

This may be obferved from the courfe 
of the roman hiftory above two thoufand 

Z 3 yeara 
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years before thpfe inexhauflable iilvcr mines 
ofPoto/twere known.The value of an obolous 
and of every other coin between the time 
qi Romulus and that oiAuguftus gradually 
funk above five parts in fix, as appears 
by feveral paflages out of the bed: authors. 
And yet, the prodigious wealth of that 
ftate did not arife from the increafe of bul- 
lion in the world by the difcovery of new 
mines, but from a much more accidental 
caufe, which was the (preading of their 
conqueft, and thereby importing into Rome 
jmd Italy the riches of tne eaft and weft. 

When the feat of empire was removed 
to Conftantinople> the tide of money flow- 
ed that way without ever returning ; and 
was fcattered in Afia. But when that 
mighty empire was overthrown by the 
northern people, fuch a ftop was put to 
all trade and commerce, that vaft fums 
of money were buried to efcape the plun- 
dering of the conquerors ; and what re- 
mained was carried off by thofe ravagers. 

It were no difficult matter to compute 
the value of money in England during the 
Saxon reigns ; but the monkifh und other 
writers fxnce the conqueft have [ it that 
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matter in a clearer light, by the (everal 
accounts they have given us of die value 
of corn and cattle in years of dearth and 
plenty. Every one knows, that king John's 
whole portion, before he came to the 
crown, was but five thoufand pounds, 
without a foot of land. 

I have likewife ieen the fteward's ac- 
counts of an ancient noble family in Eng- 
land written in latin between three and 
four hundred years ago, with the feveral 
prices of wine and victuals, to confirm 
my obfervations. 

I have been at the trouble of comput- 
ing (as , others have done) the different 
values of money for about four hundred 
years paft. Henry duke of Lane aft er^ who 
lived about that period, founded an hos- 
pital in Leicefler for a certain number of 
old men, charging his lands with a groat 
a week to each for their maintenance, 
which is to this day duly paid them. In 
thofe times, a penny was equal to ten 
pence half-penny, and fbmewhat more 
than half a farthing in ours ; which makes 
about eight ninths difference. 

This is plain alfo from the old cuftom 
Z 4 upon 
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Upon many eftates in England to let foe 
leafes of lives, (renewable at pleafure) 
where the referved rent is ufually about 
twelve pence a pound, which then was 
near the half real value : and although 
the fines be not fixed, yet the landlord 
gets altogether not above three {hillings 
in the pound of the worth of his land : 
and the tenants are fo wedded to this cu£ 
torn, that, if the ownef fuffer three Uvea 
to expire, none of them will take a leafc 
on other conditions; or if he brings in a 
foreigner who will agree to pay a reafbnan 
ble rent, the other tenants by all manner 
of injuries will make that foreigner fb inv 
eafy, that he muft be forced to quit the 
farm; as the late earl of Both felt by the 
experience of above ten thoufand pounds 
lois, 

The gradual decreafe for about two hun-< 
dred years after was not conftderabJe, and 
therefore I do not rely on the account 
given by fome hiftorians, that Harry the 
ieyenth left behind him eighteen hundred 
thoufand pounds; for although the Weft- 
Indies were difcqvered before his death, 
an4 although he had the beft talents and 

inftrur 
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inftruments for exa&ing of money ever 
poflefled by any prince fince the time of 
Vefpafian (whom he refembled in many 
particulars) yet I conceive, that in his days 
the whole coin of England could, hardly 
amount toiiich a fum. For in the reign 

of Philip and Mary> Sir Cockain of 

Derhyjhire y the beft houfe-keeper of his 
quality in the county, allowed his lady 
fifty pounds a year for maintaining the 
family, one pound a year wages to each 
fervant, and two pounds to the fteward ; as 
I was told by a perfbn of quality who had 
£een the original account of his (Economy. 
Now this fum of fifty pounds, added to 
the advantages of a large domain, might 
be equal to about five hundred pounds a 
year at prefent, or fomewhat more than 
four fifths. 

The great plenty of filver in England 
began in queen Elizabeth's reign, when 
Drake and others took vaft quantities of 
coin and bullion from the Spaniards ei- 
ther upon their own American coafts, or 
in their return to Spain, However Co 
much hath been imported annually from 
that time to this, that the value of money 

in 
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■ in England) and moil parts of Europe, if 
funk above one half within the {pace of 
an hundred years, notwithftanding the 
great export of filver for about eighty years 
paft to the Eaft-Indies, from whence it 
never returns. But gold not being liable 
to the fame accident, and by new difco- 
verics growing every day more plentiful, 
feems in danger of becoming a drug. 

This hath been the progrefs of the value 
of money in former ages, and muft of 
necemty continue Co for the future, with- 
out fome newinvafionof Goths and Van- 
dals to deftroy law, property and religion, 
alter the very face of nature, and turn the 
world upfide down. 

I muft repeat, that what I am to lay 
upon the fubject is intended only for die 
conviction of thofe among our own party* 
who are true lovers of the church, and 
would be glad it mould continue in a to- 
lerable degree of profperity to the end of 
the world. 

The church is fuppofed to laft for ever 
both in its difcipline and doctrine ; which 
is a privilege common to every petty cor- 
poration, who muft likewife obferve the 

laws 
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laws of their foundation. Ifagentlemans 
eftate, which now yields him a thotuand 
pounds a year, had been Jet for ever at 
die higheft value even in the flourifhing 
days of king Charles the fecond, would 
it now amount to above four or five hun- 
dred atmoft? What if this had happened 
two or three hundred years ago; would 
the referved rent at this day be any more . 
than afinall chiefry ? fuppofe die revenues 
of a bimop to have been under the fame 
circumstances; could he now be able to 
perform works of hofpitality and charity? 
Thus, if the revenues of a biihop be limit* 
ed to a thoufand pounds a year ; how will 
his fucceflbr be in a condition to rapport 
his ftation with decency, when the fame 
denomination of money {hall not anfwer 
an "half, a quarter, or an eighth part of 
that fum? Which muft unavoidably be 
the confequence of any bill to elude the 
limiting acl, whereby the church was pre* 
ferved from utter ruin. 

The fame reafon holds good in all cor* 
porations whatfoever, who cannot follow 
a more pernicious practice than that of 
granting perpetuities, for which many 

<& 
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of them fmart to this day ; although the 
leaders among them are often fo ftupid as 
not to perceive it, or fometimes fo knavifh 
as to find their private account in cheat* 
ing the community. 

Several colleges in Oxford were aware 
of this growing evil about an hundred 
years ago ; and inftead of limiting their 
rents to a certain fiim of money, prevailed 
with their tenants to pay the price of fo 
many barrels of corn to be valued as the 
market went at two feafons (as I remem- 
ber) in the year. For a barrel of corn is 
of a real intrinfick value, which gold and 
filver are not : and by this invention thefe 
colleges have preferved a tolerable fubfift- 
ence for their fellows and ftudents to this 
day. 

The prefent bifhops will indeed be no 
fiifferers by fuch a bill; becaufe, their 
ages confidered, they cannot exped to fee 
any great decreafe in the value of money; 
or at vvorft they can make it up in the 
fines, which will probably be greater than 
ufual upon the change of leafes into fee- 
farms or lives ; or without the power of 
obliging their tenants to a real half value. 
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And, as I cannot well blame them for 
taking inch advantages, (confidering the 
nature of human kind) when the quera'on 
is only, whether the money {hall be put 
into their own or another man's pocket : 
fo they will never be excufable before God 
or man, if they do hot to their death op- 
pole, declare, and proteft againft any fuch 
bill, as muft in its confequences compleat 
the ruin of the church, and of their own 
older in this kingdom. 

If the fortune of a private perfon be 
diminifhed by the weaknefs, or inadver- 
tency of his anceftors, in letting leafes for 
ever at low rents, the world lies open to 
his induftry for purchafing of more; but 
the church is barred by a dead bandy or 
if it were otherwifc, yet thecuflom of mak- 
ing bequefts to it hath been out of prac- 
tice for almoft two hundred years, and a 
great deal direBly contrary hath been its 
fortune 

I have been aiTured by a perfon of fome 
confequence, to whom I am likewife o- 
bligedfor the account of fome other fa&s 
already related, that the late * bifhop of 

. • Dr. Burntt. 

Salifbury 
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Salifiury (the greater!: uobig of that bench 
in hi* days) conifefledto him, that the li- 
berty which bifhops in England hare of 
letting leaies for lives would) in his opinion, 
be one day die ruin of epifcopacy there $ 
and thought the church in this kingdom 
hap}*/ by die limitation ad. 

And have we not already found the 
efibd of this different proceeding in both 
kingdoms? Have not two englifb prelate* 
quitted their peerage and feats in parlia- 
ment, in a nation of freedom^ for the fake 
of a more ample revenue even in this un- 
happy kingdom, rather than lie tinder die 
mortification of living below their dignity 
at home ? for which however they cannot 
bejuftlycenfured. I know indeed fome 
perfons, who offer as an argument for re- 
pealing the limiting bill, that it may in 
future ages prevent the practice of provid- 
ing this kingdom with bifhops from Eng- 
land, when the only temptation will be 
removed. And they alledge, that, as things 
have gone for fome years paft, gentlemen 
will grow difcouraged from fending their 
fbns to the univerfity, and from fofTering 
them to enter into holy orders, when they 

are 
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are likely to languifh under a curacy Of 
fmall vicarage to the end of their lives : 
but this is all a vain imagination ; for the 
decreafe in the value of money will equally 
affe& both kingdoms : and befides, when 
bifhopricks here grow too fmall to invite 
over men of credit and confequence, they 
will be left more fully to the difpofal of a 
chief governor, who can never rail of fome 
worthless illiterate chaplain, fond of a title 
and precedence. Thus will that whole 
bench in an age or two be composed of 
mean, ignorant, fawning gownmen, hum- 
ble fuppliants and dependents upon the 
court for a morfel of bread, and ready to 
ferve every turn that (hall be demanded 
from them in hopes of getting fome com- 
mendam tacked to their fees ; which muft 
then be the trade, as it is now too much 
in England, to the great discouragement 
of the inferior clergy. Neither is that 
practice without example among us. 

It is now about eighty-five years fince 
the palling of that limiting ad, and there 
is but oneinflance in the memory of man 
of a bifhop's leafe Woken upon the plea 
of not being ftatutable; which, in every 

body's 
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body's opinion, could have been loft btf 
ao other perfon than he, who was then 
tenant, and happened to be very ungra- 
cious in his county. In the prefent* bifhop 
of Meatb's cafe that plea did not avail* 
although the leafe were notoriously un- 
ftatutable ; the rent referved being, as I 
have been told, not a feventh part of the 
real value ; yet the jury upon their oaths 
very gravely found it to be according to 
the ftatute; and one of them was heard to 
fay, that he would eat bis Jhoes before he 
would give a verdid for the bifhop. A 
very few more have made the fame attempt 
with as little fuccefs. Every bifhop and 
other ecclefiaftical body reckon forty 
pounds in an hundred to be a reafbnable 
half value ; or if it be only a third part, it 
feldom or never breeds any difference be- 
tween landlord and tenant. But when 
the rent is from five to nine or ten parts 
lefs than the worth, the bifhop, if he con- 
fults the good of his fee, will be apt to 
expoflulate ; and the tenant, if he be an 
honeft man, will have fome regard to the 
reafonablenefs and juftice of the demand, 

* Dr. Evans f a Wtlikman. 

fo 
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ib as to yield to a moderate advancement, 
rather than engage in a fuit, where law" 
and equity are dire&ly againft him. By 
thefe means the bifhops have been (o true 
to their trufts, as to procure fome fmall 
{hare in the advancement of rents ; al^» 
though it be notorious, that they do not 
receive the third penny (fines included) of 
the real value of their lands throughout 
the kingdom* 

I was never able to imagine what in- 
convenience could accrue to the publick 
by one or two thoufand pounds a year in 
the hands of a pTOteftant bifhop, any more 
than of a lay perfon *. The former, ge- 
nerally {peaking, liveth as pioufly and 
hofpitably as the other; pays his debts as 
honeftly, and fpends as much of his re^- 
venue among his tenants: befides, if they 
be his immediate tenants, you may dif- 
tinguifh them at firft fight by their habits 
and hcdb; or if you go to their houfes, 
by their comfortable way of living. But 
the misfortune is, that fuch immediate 

* This part of the para- Wats written, which Was in 
graph is to be applied to 1723, when feveral of queen 
jbc period when toe whole Anne's bifhops were living* 

A a tenants 
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tenants generally fpeaking have others 
under them, and fo a third and fourth in 
fubordination, till it comes to the welder 
(as they call him) who fits at a rack-rent, 
and lives as miferably as an irijh farmer 
upon a new leafe from a lay landlord. But 
fuppofe a bifliop happens to be avaricious, 
(as being compofed of the fame ftuff with 
other men) the confequence to the publick 
is no worfe than if he were a fquire ; for 
he leaves his fortune to his fon or near 
relation, who, if he be rich enough, will 
never think of entring into the church. 

And as there can be no difadvantage to 
the publick in a proteftant country, that 
a man mould hold lands as a bijhop, any 
more than if he were a temporal perfon ; 
fo it is of great advantage to the communi- 
ty, where a bifliop lives as he ought to 
do. He is bound in confcience to refide 
in his diocefe, and by a folemn promife 
to keep hofpitality ; his eftate is {pent in 
the kingdom, not remitted to England m y 
he keeps the clergy to their duty, and is 
an example of virtue both to them and the 
people. Suppofe him an ill man ; yet his 
very character will withhold him from any 

great 
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great or open exorbitances* But in fact 
it muft be allowed, that fome biftiops of* 
this kingdom within twenty years paft have 
done very fignal and kiting acls of pub- 
lick charity; great inftances whereof are 
the * late and + prefent primate, and the 
lord $ archbifhop of Dublin that now is, 
who hath left memorials of his bounty in 
many parts of his province. I might add 
the bifnop of § Raphoe, and feveral others i 
not forgetting the late dean of Down y Dr. 
Pratt, who beftowed one thoufand pound* 
upon the univerfity; which foundation, 
(that I may obferve by the way) if the bill 
propofed fhould pafs, would be in the 
fame circumftances with the bifliops, nor 
ever able again to advance the ftipends of 
the fellows and ftudents, as lately they 
found it neceffary to do ; the determinate 
fum appointed by the ftatutes for com- 
mons being not half fufficient by the fall 
of money to afford neceffary fuftenance. 
But the pafling of fuch a bill muft put an 
end to all ecclefiaftical beneficence for the 
time to come j and whether this will be 

* Dr. Marjb. \ Dr. Lfndfay. t Dr. King. 

$ Dr. Fojltr. 

A a 2 fupplied 
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fupplied by thofe who are to reap the 
benefit, better than it hath been done by 
the grantees of impropriate tythes, who 
received them upon the old church con- 
ditions of keeping hofpitality, it will be 
eafy to conje&ure. 

To alledge, that palling fuch a bill 
would be a good encouragement to im- 
prove bifhops lands, is a great error. Is 
it not the general method of landlords to 
wait the expiration of a leafe, and then 
cant their lands to the higheft bidder? 
And what mould hinder the fame courfe 
to be taken in church leafes, when the 
limitation is removed of paying half the 
real value to the bifliop? In riding through 
the country how few improvements do 
we fee upon the eftates of laymen, far- 
ther than about their own domains? To 
fay the truth, it is a great misfortune as 
well to the publick as to the biihops 
themfelves, that their lands are generally 
let to lords and great fquires, who in 
reafon were never defigned to be tenants ; 
and therefore may naturally murmur at 
the payment of rent, fubferviency they 
were not born t to chc- 
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church were honeft farmers, they would 
pay their fines and rents with chearful- 
nefs, improve their lands, and thank God 
they were to give but a moderate half va- 
lue for what they held. I have heard a 
man of a thousand pounds a year talk 
with great contempt of bifhops leafes, 
as being on a worfe foot than the reft of 
his eftate; and he had certainly reafbn: 
my anfwer was, that fuch leafes were ori- 
ginally intended only for the benefit of 
induftrioushufbandmen, who would think 
it a great blefling to be fo provided for, 
inftead of having his farm fcrewed up. to 
the heighth, not eating one comfortable 
meal in a year, nor able to find fhoes for 
his children. 

I know not any advantage that can ac- 
crue by fiich a bill, except the preventing 
of perjury in jurymen, and falfe dealing 
in tenants; which is a remedy like that 
of giving my money to an highwayman, 
before he attempts to take it by force; 
and fo I fhall be fure to prevent the fin of 
robbery. 

I had wrote thus far, and thought to 
have made an end; when a bookfeller 

A a 3 fent 
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fait me a finall pamphlet, entitled, 7%e 
cafe of the laity », with feme queries \ full of 
the ftrongeft malice againft the clergy, that 
I have any where met with fince the reign 
of Tolandy and others of that tribe. Thefe 
kinds of advocates do infinite mifchief 
to our good Cause by giving grounds to 
theunjuft reproaches of Tories and Jaco- 
jjtes, who charge us with being ene- 
mies to the church. If I bear an hearty 
unfeigned loyalty to his majefty king 
GEORGE and the houfe of Hanover^ 
not fhaken in the leaft by the hardfhips 
we He under, which never can be im- 
putable to fo gracious a prince j if I fin- 
cerely abjure the Pre tender, and all Po- 
pish Successors ; if I bear a due venera- 
tion to the glorious memory of the late 
king WILLI A My who preferved thefe 
kingdoms from Popery and Slave rt 
with the expence of his blood, and hazard 
of his life ; and laftly, if I am for a pro- 
per indulgence to all dijfettters, I think 
nothing more can be reafonably demand- 
ed of me as a Whig, and that my political 
catechifm is full and complete. But who- 
ever, under the melter of that party de-* 
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nomination, and of many great profeffions 
of loyalty, would deftroy, or undermine, 
or injure the Church eftablifhed j I utter- 
ly difown him, and think he ought to 
chufe another name of diftin&ion for him- 
felf and his adherents. I came into the 
caufe upon other principles, which by the 
grace of God I mean to preferve as long 
as I live. Shall we juftify the accufations 
of our adverfaries? Hoc ithacus velit.— 
The Tories and Jacobites will behold 
us, with a malicious pleafure, determined 
upon the ruin of our friends. For is not 
the prefent fet of bifhops almoft entirely 
of that number, as well as a great majori- 
ty of the principal clergy? And a fhort 
time will reduce the whole by vacancies 
upon death. 

An impartial reader, if he pleafes to 
examine what I have already faid, will 
eafily anfwer the bold queries in the pam- 
phlet I mentioned ; he will be convinced, 
that the reafon fiill firongly exifls, for which 
that limiting law was enacled. A rea- 
sonable man will wonder, where can be 
the infufferable grievance^ that an ecclejiaf- 
tical landlord mould expecl: a moderate or 

A a 4 a third 
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a third part value in rent for his lands, 
when Ins title is at leaft as ancient and as 
legal as that of a layman; who is yet but 
feldom guilty of giving fuch beneficial 
bargains. Has the nation been thrown Into 
confufionP And have many poor families 
been ruined by rack-rents paid for the 
lands of the church? does the nation cry 
Put to have a law that muft in time fend 
their bifhops a begging? But, God be 
thanked, the clamours of enemies to the 
church is not yet the cry, and I hope will 
fiever prove the voice of the nation. The 
clergy, I conceive, will hardly allow that 
the people maintain them, any more than 
in the fenfe that all landlords whatsoever 
are maintained by the people. Such ab- 
lations as thefe, and the insinuations they 
carry along with them, proceed from 
principles which cannot be avowed by 
thole, who are for preferving the happy 
conftitution in church zxAJlate. Whoever 
were the propofers of fuch queries ^ it might 
have provoked a bold writer to retaliate, 
perhaps with more juftice than prudence, 
by /hewing at whole door the grievance 
|ies, and that the bifhops at leafl are 

not 
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not to anfwer for the poverty of tenants. 

To gratify this great reformer, who 
enlarges the epifcopal rent-roll almoft one 
half, let me fuppofe that all the church 
lands in the kingdom were thrown up to 
the laity; would the tenants in fuch a 
cafe fit eafier in their rents than they do 
now ? Or, would the money be equally 
(pent in the kingdom? No; the farmer 
would be fcrewed up to the utmoft pen- 
ny by the agents and ftewards of ahfen- 
teeSy and the revenues employed in mak- 
ing a figure at London ; to which city a 
full third part of the whole income oilre* 
land is annually returned, to anfwer that 
(ingle article of maintenance for irijh land- 
lords. 

Another of his quarrels is wgpmft. plura- 
lities and non-refidence : as to the former, 
it is a word of ill name, but not well un- 
derftood, The clergy having been (trip- 
ped of the greateft part of their revenues, 
the glebes being generally loft, the tytbes 
in the hands of laymen, the churches de^- 
moliftied, and the country depopulated; 
jn order to preferve a face of chrifiianity y 
|f was neceflary to unite (mail vicarages 

fufficient 
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fufficient to make a tolerable maintenance 
for a mvrijler* The profit of ten or a 
dozen of thefe unions feldom amounts 
to above eighty or an hundred pounds a 
year* If there be a very few dignitaries^ 
whofe preferments are perhaps more lia- 
ble to this accufation, it is to be fuppoled, 
they may be favourites of the time ; or 
perfons of fuperior merit, for whom there 
hath ever been fome indulgence in all go- 
vernments. 

As to non-re fdence^ I believe there is 
no chriftian country upon earth, where 
the clergy have lefs to anfwer for upon 
that article. I am confident there are 
not ten clergymen in the kingdom, who 
properly fpeaking can be termed nm- 
ref dents: for furcly we are not to reckon 
in that number thofe, who for want of 
glebes are forced to retire to the neareft 
neighbouring village for a cabbin to put 
their heads in j the leading man of the 
pariili, when he makes the greateft cla- 
mour, being leaft difpoled to accommodate 
the minifler with an acre of ground. And 
indeed y confidering the difficulties the 
clergy Jic under upon this head, it hath 
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been ftequent matter of wonder to me > 
how they are able to perform that part of 
their duty fo well as they do. 

There is a * noble author, who hath 
lately addreiled to the houfe of Commons 
an excellent difcourfe for the encourage- 
ment of agriculture j full of moft ufeful 
bints, which I hope that honourable af- 
fembly will confider as they deferve. I 
am not a {banger to his lordmip ; and ex- 
cepting in what relates to the church, there 
are few perfons with whole opinions I am 
better pleafed to agree ; and am therefore 
grieved when I find him charging the in* 
conveniences in the payment of tythes up- 
on the clergy and their proclors. His lorcU 
fhip is above confidering a very known 
and vulgar truth, that the meaneft farmer 
hath all manner of advantages againftthe 
moft powerful clergyman, by whom it is 
impoflible he can be wronged, although 
the minifier were ever fo evil difpofed ; the 
whole fyftem of teizing, perplexing, and 
defrauding the proctor, or his mafter, be- 
ing as well known to every plowman, as 
the reaping or fowing of his corn, and 

• Tbt latt lord Molcfwortb. 

much 
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much more artfully pra&ued. Befides, 
the leading man in the parifh mud have 
his tythes at his own rate, which is hardly 
ever above one quarter of the value. And 
I have heard it computed by many (kilful 
obfervers, whofe intereft was not con- 
cerned, that the clergy did not receive 
throughout the kingdom one half of what 
the laws have made their due. 

As to his lordihip's difcontent againft 
the it/hops-court, I /hall not interpofe far- 
ther than in venturing my private opinion, 
that the clergy would be very glad to re- 
cover their juft dues by a more Jhort> de- 
ciftve, and compuljive method, than fiich 
a cramped and limited jurifdidUon will 
allow. 

His lord/hip is not the only perfbn dif- 
pofed to give the clergy the honour of be- 
ing thcfo/e eiicouragers of all new im- 
provements. If hops, hempy flax, and twen- 
ty things more are to be planted,the clergy 
alone muft reward the induftrious farmer 
by abatement of the tythe. What if the 
owner of nine parts in ten would pleafe 
to abate proportionably in his rent for 
every acre thus improved ? Would not a 

man 
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man juft dropt from the clouds, upon a 
full hearing, judge the demand to be at 
fcaft as reafonable? 

I belive no man will difpute his lord- 
fhip's title to his eftate; nor will I the jus 
druinum of tythes, which he mentions 
with fbme emotion. I fuppofe the affirma- 
tive would be of little advantage to the 
clergy, for the fame reafon that a maxim 
in law hath more weight in the world, 
than an article of faith. And yet I think 
there may be fuch a thing z&facriUge ; be- 
caufe it is frequently mentioned by greek 
and ronton authors, as well as defcribed 
in holy writ. This I am fure of; that his 
lordmip would at any time excufe a Par- 
liament for not concerning itfelf in his 
properties, without his own confent. 

The obfervations I have made upon 
his lordfhip's difcourfe, have not I con- 
fels been altogether proper to my fub- 
je& : however, fince he hath been pleafed 
therein to offer fome propofals to the houfe 
of commons with relation to the clergy, 
I hope he will excufe me for differing 
from him ; which proceeds from his own 
principle, the defire of defending liberty 

and 
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and property, that he hath fo ftrenuoufly 
and conftantly maintained. 

But the other writer openly declares for 
a law impowering the bifhops to fet fee- 
farms ; and fays, Whoever intimates, that 
they will deny their confent tofuch a rea* 
finable law, which 4he whole nation cries 
for, are enemies to them and the church. 
Whether this be his real opinion, or only 
a (train of mirth and irony, the matter is 
not much. However, my fentiments are 
{o directly contrary to his, that, I think, 
whoever impartially reads and confiders 
what I have written upon this argument, 
hath either no regard for the church efta- 
blifhed under the hierarchy of bifhops, or 
will never confent to any law, that mail 
repeal or elude the limiting claufe relat- 
ing to the real half value, contained in the 
ad of parliament decimo Caroli, For the 
prefervation of the inheritance, rights and 
profits of lands belonging to the church and 
perfons ecclejiaftical \ which was grounded 
upon reafons, that do ftill and muft for 
ever lubfift. 

Ottobtr 21, 
1723. 

THE 




THE 

PRESBYTERIANS 

PLEA OF MERIT 

In order to take off the 

TEST 

IMPARTIALLY EXAMINED. 

Written in the Year 1 73 1 . * 

WE have been told in the common 
news papers, that all attempts are 
to be made this leffion by the prejbyteriam 
and their abettors for taking off the teft ; 
as a kind of preparatoy ftep to make it go 
down fmoother in England. For if once 
their light would fo Jhine, the papifls de- 
lighted with the blaze would all come 
in and dance about it. This I take to 
be a prudent method j like that of a dif- 

* Set a letter on this Tub- occafion that produced this 
jedt Vol. HI> which was re- and the three fe'iowing traits, 
printed in Inland on the feme 
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creet phyfician, who firft gives a new me- 
dicine to a dog, before he prefcribes it to 
a human creature. 

The prejbyterians have, ever fince the 
revolution, directed their learned cafuifts 
to employ their pens on this fubjed by 
fhewing the merits and pretentions, upon 
which they claim this juftice, as founded 
upon the fervices they did towards the re- 
ftoration of king Charles the fecond, and 
at the revolution under the prince of 0- 
range. Which pleas I take to be the moft 
lingular in their kind, that ever were 
offered in the face of the fun againft the 
moil glaring lights of truth, and againft a 
continuation of publick fads known to 
all Europe for twenty years together. I 
mail therefore impartially examine the 
merits and conduct of the prejbyterians 
upon thofe two great events; and the 
pretenfions to favour, which they chal- 
lenge upon them. 

Soon after the reformation of the church 
in England under Edward the fixth, 
upon queen Marys fiicceeding to the 
crown (who reftored popery) many protef- 
tants fled out of England to efcape the 
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persecution raifed againfl the ehurdhj a* 
her brother had left it eftablifhed. Some of 
thefe exiles went to Geneva ; which city 
had received the doctrine of Cahin, and 
rejected the government of bifhops; with* 
many other refinements. Thefe englijh 
exiles readily embraced the Geneva fyftem; 
and having added further improvements 
of their own, upon queen Marys death 
returned to England; where they preach- 
ed up their new opinions, inveighing bit- 
terly againft ept/copacy, and all rites and 
ceremonies, however innocent and ancient 
in the church : building upon this founda- 
tion ; to run as far as pomble from popery 
even in the moft minute and indifferent 
circumftances. This faction, under the 
name of puritan^ became very turbulent 
during the whole reign of queen Elizabeth y 
and were always difcouraged by that wile 
queen, as well as by her two fucceflbrs/ 
However, their numbers as well as their 
infolence and perverfenefs fo far increaf- 
ed, that foon after the death of king Jamei 
the firft many inftances of their petulancy 
and fcurrility are to be fcen in their pam- 
phlets written for fome years after (which 
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was a trade they began in the days of 
queen Elizabeth) particularly with great 
rancour againft the bifhops, the habits, 
and tije ceremonies : fuch were thofe fcur- 
rilous libels under the title of Martin 
Mar-prelate, and feveral others. And al- 
though the earl of Clarendon tells us, un- 
til the year 1 640 (as I remember) the king- 
dom was in a ftate of perfect peace and 
happinefs, without the lead appearance 
of thought or defign towards making 
any alterations in religion or government; 
yet I have found, by often rumaging for 
old books in Little Britain and Duck- 
lane, a great number of pamphlets printed 
from the year 1630 to 1640 full of as 
bold and impious railing exprefnons a- 
v gainft the lawful power of the crown, 
and the order of bifhops, as ever were ut- 
tered during the rebellion or the whole 
fubfequent tyranny of that fanatick anar- 
chy. However I find it manifeft, that 
furitanifm did not ered itfelf into a new 
feparate fpecies of religion till fbme time 
after the rebellion began. For in the 
latter times of king James the firft, and 
the former part of his fon, there were 

feveral 
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leveral puritan bifhops, and many puritan 
private clergymen; while people went 
as* their inclinations led them to hear 
preachers of each party in the parim 
churches, for the puritan clergy had re- 
ceived epifcopal orders as well as the reft* 
But fbon after the rebellion broke out 
the term puritan gradually dropt, and 
that of prejbyterian fucceeded ; which (e€t 
was in two or three years eftablifhed in 
all its forms, by what they called an or- 
dinance of the lords and commons, with- 
out confulting the king, who was then at 
war againit his rebels. And from this 
period the church continued under per- 
secution, 'Until monarchy was reftored in 
the year 1 660. 

In a year or two after We began to 
hear of a new party rifen, and growing 
in the parliament as well as the army, 
under the name of independent : it fpread 
indeed fomewhat more in the latter 5 but 
not equal with the prefbyterians either 
in weight or number, until the very time 
the king was murdered. 

When the king, who was then a prifoner 
in the ifle of JVight l , had made his laft 
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conceflions for a peace to the commiffion- 
ers of the parliament, who attended him 
there ; upon their return to London they 
reported his majefty's anfwer in the houfe. 
Whereupon a number of moderate mem- 
bers, who, as Ludlow fays, had fecured 
their own terms with that prince, manag- 
ed with fo much art as to obtain a ma- 
jority in a thin houfe for paffing a vote, 
that the kings concefftons were a ground 
for a future fettlement. But the great 
officers of the army joining with the dis- 
contented members came to a refolurjon 
of excluding all thofe, who had confented 
to that vote; which they executed in a 
military way. Ireton told Fairfax the ge- 
neral, a rigid prefbyterian y of this refolu- 
tion ; who thereupon iflued his orders for 
drawing out the army the next morning, 
and placing guards in Weflminfler-hall y 
the court of requefls^ and the lobby ; who, 
in obedience to the general in conjuncti- 
on with thofe members who had oppofed 
the vote, would let no member enter the 
houfe except thofe of their own party. 
Upon which the queftion for bringing the 
king to juftke was immediately put, and 

carried, 
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carried without opposition that I can 
find. Then an order was made for his 
trial; the time and place appointed; the 
judges named, of whom Fairfax himfelf 
was one ; although by the advice or threats 
of his wife he declined fitting among 
them. However, by frefh orders under his 
own hand, which I have feen in print, he 
appointed guards to attend the judges at 
the trial, and to keep the city in quiet ; 
as he did likewife to prevent any oppofi- 
tion from the people upon the day of ex- 
ecution. 

From what I have already deduced it 
appears manifeft, that the differences be- 
tween thofe two fe&s, prefbyterian and 
independent, did not then amount to half 
fb much as what there is between a whig 
and tory at prefent among us. The defign of 
utterly extirpating monarchy and epifcopa- 
cy was equally the fame in both; evident- 
ly the confequence of the very fame princi- 
ples, upon which the prefbyterians alone 
began, continued, and would have ended 
in the fame events; if towards the con- 
clufion they had not been bearded by 
that new party, with whom they could 

B b 3 not 



174 THE PRESBYTERIANS 

not agree about dividing the fpoil. How* 
ever, they held a good (hare of civil and 
military employments during the whole 
time of theufurparjon; and their names, 
actions and preferments are frequent in 
the accounts of thole times. For I make 
no doubt, that all the prudent pre/fyteriant 
complied in proper feafons, falling in with 
the ftream ; and thereby got that (hare in 
employments, which many of them held 
to the reftoration; and perhaps too many 
of them after. In the lame manner we 
find our wifeft tories in both kingdoms, 
upon the change of hands and meaJures 
at the queen's death, have endeavoured 
for feveral years by due compliances to 
recover the timfc they had loft by a tem- 
porary obftinacy; wherein they have well 
fucceeded, according to their degrees of 
merit ; of whole names I could here make 
honourable mention, if I did not fear it 
might oflend their modefty. As to what 
js alledged, that fome ofxheprefbyterians 
declared openly againft the king's murder j 
I allow it to be true. But from what mo- 
tives ? No other can poflibly be affigned 
than perfect Ipight, rage, and envy, to 

find 
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Bad themfelves wormed out of all power 
by a new infant fpawn of independents 
fprung from their own bowels. It is true, 
die differences in religious tenets between 
them are very few and trifling ; the chief 
quarrel, as far as I remember, relating to 
congregational and national aflembUes. 
But wherever intereft or power think fit 
to interfere, it little imports what princi- 
ples theoppofite parties think fit to charge 
upon each other : for we fee at this day, 
that the fortes are more hated by the whole 
fet of zealous wbigs, than the very papifis 
themfelves; and in effect as much un- 
qualified for the (mailed office : although 
both thefe parties aflert themfelves to be 
of the fame religion in all its branches of 
do&rine and difcipline; and profefs the 
fame loyalty to the fame protejlant king 
and his heirs. 

If the reader would know what be- 
came of this independent party, upon whom 
all the mifchief is charged by their pre/by- 
terian brethren, he may pleafe to obferve, 
that during the whole ufurpation they 
contended by degrees with their parent 
feci, and as I have already faid, fhared in 
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employments; and gradually, after the 
reftoration, mingled with the mafs of 
frefbyterians ; lying ever fince undiftin- 
guifhed in the herd of di/f enters. 

The prejbyterian merit is of as little 
Weight, when they ailedge themfelves in-* 
ftrumental towards the king's reftoration. 
The kingdom grew tired with thofe ridi- 
culous models of government : firft by a 
houfe of lords and commons without a 
king ; then without biihops ; afterwards 
by a rump * and lords temporal ; then 
by a rump alone ; next by a hngle perfon 
for life, in conjunction with a council j 
by agitators; by major-generals; by a 
new kind of reprefentatives from the three 
kingdoms ; by the keepers of the liber- 
ies of England; with other fchemes that 
have flipt out of my memory. Cromwell 
was dead ; his fon Richard a weak igno- 
rant wretch, who gave up his -monarchy 
much in the fame manner with the two 
ufurping kings of Brentford + ; the peo- 
ple harafled with taxes, and other oppref- 

* This name was given to the moderate men had been 
that part of the houfe of com- expelled by military force, 
{pons, which remained after + In the Rthtarfal. 
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fions. The king's party, then called the 
Cavaliers, began to recover their {pints. 
The few nobility fcattered through the 
kingdom, who lived in a moft retired 
manner, observing the confufion of things, 
could no longer endure to be ridden by 
bakers, coblers, brewers, and the like at 
the head of armies, and plundering every 
where like french dragoons. The rump 
affembly grew defpicable to thofe, who 
had railed them : the city of London ex- 
haufted by almoft twenty years contribut- 
ing to their own ruin, declared againft 
them. The rump, after many deaths and 
refurrections, was in the moft contemptu- 
ous manner kicked out, and burnt in ef- 
figy. The excluded members were let in: 
a free parliament called in as legal a 
manner as the times would allow ; and 
the king reftored. 

The fecond claim of prejbyterian merit 
is founded upon their fervices againft the 
dangerous defigns of king yames the fe- 
cond ; while that prince was ufing all his 
endeavours to introduce popery, which he 
openly profefled upon his coming to the 
prown: to this they add their eminent 
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fervices at the revolution under the prince 
oi Orange. 

Now the quantum of prejbyterian me- 
rit during the four years reign of that 
weak, bigotted, and ill advifed prince, 
as well as at the time of the revolution, 
will eafily be computed by a recourfe to 
* great number of hiftories, pamphlets and 
pubHck papers, printed in thofe times 
and fome afterwards ; befides the verbal 
teftimonies of many perfons yet alive, who 
are old enough to have known and ob- 
served the dijfenters conduct in that criti- 
cal period. 

It is agreed, that upon king Charles 
the (econd's death, foon after his fucceflbr 
had publickly owned himfelf a rotnan ca- 
tbolick-t he began with his firft carefles to 
the church party ; from whom having re- 
ceived very cold difcouraging anfwers, he 
applied to the prejbyterian leaders and 
teachers ; being advifed by his priefts and 
popijh courtiers, that the fafeft method 
towards introducing his own religion 
would be by taking off the facramental 
tefly and giving a full liberty of confcience 
to all religions, (I fuppofe that profefled 
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Christianity.) It Jeemsthat the pre/by terians 
in the latter years of king Charles the le- 
cond, upon account of certain plots (al- 
lowed by bidiop Burnet to be genuine) 
had been for a fhort time forbid to bold 
their conventicle*. Whereupon thefe cha- 
ritable ChriftianS) out of perfect, refentment 
ggainft the church, received the gracious 
offers of king James with the ftrongeft 
profeffions of loyalty, and higheft ac- 
knowledgments for his favour. I have 
feen feveral of their addreffes, full of 
thanks and praifes, with bitter insinua- 
tions of what they had fuffered; putting 
themfelves and the papifts upon the fame 
foot, as fellow-fufferers for confcience; 
and with the ftyle of our brethren the ro* 
man catholich. About, this time began 
the project of chfeting (which hath fince 
been pracrifed many times with more art 
and fuccefs) where tne principal gentlemen 
of the kingdom were privately catechifed 
by his majefty to know whether, if a 
new parliament were called, they would 
agree to pafs an act for repealing the fa- 
cramental teft % and eftablifhing a general 
liberty of confcience. But he received fo 

Utde 



3 So THE PRESBYTERIANS 

little encouragement, that despairing of 
foccefs he had recourfe to his difpeniing 
power, which the judges had determined 
to be part of his prerogative. By colour 
of this determination he preferred feveral 
prefbyterians> and many papifts, to civil 
and military employments. While the 
king was thus buued, it is well known 
that monfieur Fagel> the dutch envoy in 
London, delivered the opinion of the 
prince and princels of Orange concern- 
ing the repeal of the tefi ; whereof the king 
had lent an account to their highnefles, 
to know how far they approved of it. The 
fubftance of their anfwer, as reported by 
Fagel, was this, that their highnefles thought 
very well of a liberty of confeience ; but by 
no means of giving employments to any o- 
ther perfons than thofe who were of the na- 
tional church. This opinion was confirm- 
ed by feveral reafons : I cannot be more 
particular, not having the paper by me, 
although it hath been printed in many 
accounts of thofe times. And thus much 
every moderate churchman would perhaps 
fubmit to: but to truft any part of the 
civil power in the hands of thofe whofe in- 
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tereft, inclination, confcience, and for- 
mer practices have been wholly turned to 
introduce a different iyftem of religion 
and government, hath very few examples 
in any chriftian ftate; nor any at all in 
Holland, the great patronefs of universal 
toleration. 

Upon the firft intelligence king James 
received of an intended invasion by the 
prince of Orangey among great numbers 
of papifis to increafe his troops he gave 
commiflions to feveralpre/fyterians ; fome 
of whom had been officers under the rump\ 
and particularly he placed one Richards^ 
a noted prefiyterian, at the head of a regi- 
ment, who had been governor of Wex- 
ford m Cromwelfs time, and is often men- 
tioned by Ludlow in his memoirs. This 
regiment was railed in England againft 
the prince of Orange : the colonel made 
his fen a captain, whom I knew, and who 
was as zealous a prejbyterian as his father. 
However, at the time of the prince's land- 
ing the father, eafily forefeeing how things 
would go, went over like many others 
to the prince, who continued him in his 
regiment j but coming over a year or two 
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after to affift in railing the fiegc ofDerry, 
he behaved himfelf fo like either a coward 
or a tray tor, that his regiment was taken 
from him. 

I will now confider the conduit of the 
church party during the whole reign of 
that unfortunate king. They were fo una- 
nimous againft promifing to pais an act 
for repealing the teft, and eftabliftiing a 
general liberty of conscience, that the 
king durft not truft a parliament ; but en- 
couraged by the profeflions of loyalty given 
him by his prejbyterian friends, went on 
with his difpenfing power. 

The church clergy at that time are al- 
lowed to have written the beft collection 
of tracts againft popery, that ever appeared 
in England '; which are to this day in the 
higheft efteem. But upon the ftricteft 
enquiry, I could never hear of above one 
or two papers publifhed by the pre/by- 
terians at that time upon the fame fubject. 
Seven great prelates (he of Canterbury a- 
mong the reft) were fent to the tower for 
prefenting a petition, wherein they defired 
to be excufed in not obeying an illegal 
command from the king. The bifhop of 
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London^ Dr. Compton, was fummoned to 
anfwer before the commiflioners for ec- 
clefiaftical affairs for not fulpending Dr. 
Sharp (afterwards archbifhop of York ) by 
the king's command. If the prejbyteriant 
exprefled the fame zeal upon any occafi- 
on, the inftances of it are not, as I can 
find, left upon record, or tranfmitted by 
tradition. The proceedings againft Mag- 
dalen college in Oxford^ for refusing to 
comply with the king's mandate for ad- 
mitting a pro feffed papijt upon their foun* 
dation, are a ftanding proof of the courage 
and firmnefs in religion fhewn by that 
learned fociety to the ruin of their for- 
tunes. The pre/by terians know very well, 
that I could produce many more inftances 
of the fame kind. But thefe are enough 
in fo fhort a paper as I intend at prefent. 
It is indeed very true, that after king 
William was fettled on the englijh throne, 
the prejby terians began to appear, and of- 
fer their credentials, and demand favour : 
and the new king having been originally 
bred a calvinifi was defirous enough to 
make them eafy (if that would do it) by a 
legal toleration ; although in his heart he 
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never bore much affedion to that fed ; 
nor defigned to favour them farther than 
as it flood with the prefent fcheme of po- 
liticks ; as I have long fince been allured 
by the greateft men of whig principles at 
that time in England. 

It is likewife true, nor will it be denied, 
that when the king was poflefled of the 
englijh crown, and the remainder of the 
quarrel was left to be decided in this king- 
dom; the preflyterians wifely chofe to 
join with the proteflant army, rather than 
with that of king James their old friend, 
whofe affairs were then in a manner des- 
perate. They were wife enough to know, 
that this kingdom divided againft itfelf 
could never prevail againft the united 
power of England. They fought pro arts 
et focis ; for their eftates and religion ; 
which latter will never fuffer fo much by 
the church of England, as by that of Rome, 
where they are counted hereticks as well as 
we : and confequently they have no other 
game to play. But what merit they can 
build upon having joined with a proteflant 
army, under a king they acknowledged, 
to defend their own liberties and proper- 
ties 
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ties againft a popijh enemy under an abdi-> 
eatedkirig; is, I confefs* to me abfolute-> 
\y inconceivable; and I believe will e* 
qually be fo for ever to any reasonable 
man* 

When thefe fe&aries were feveral years 
ago making the fame attempt for abolish- 
ing the teft, many groundless reports were 
induftrioufly and feaibnably lpread of an 
invafion threatned by the pretender on 
the north of Ireland. At which time the 
pte/fyterians in their pamphlets argued 
in a menacing manner, that if the preten- 
der mould invade thofe parts of the king- 
dom, where the numbers and eftates of 
die diflenters chiefly lay, they would fit 
(till, and let us fight our own battles ; fince 
they were to reap no advantage, which 
ever fide mould be vi&ors. If this were 
the courfe they intended to take in fuch 
a cafe, I defire to know, how they could 
contrive iafely to ftand neuters, otherwife 
than by a compact with the pretender and 
his army to fupport their neutrality, and 
protect them againft the forces of the 
crown? This is a neceflary fuppofition j be-* 
caufe they muft otherwise have inevitably 
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been a prey to both. However, by this 
frank declaration they fufficicntly mew- 
ed their good will, and confirmed the 
common charge laid at their door; that 
a fcottijh or northern prejbyterian hates 
our epifcopal eftablifhed church more 
than popery itfelf. And the reafbn for this 
hatred is natural enough; becauie it is 
the church alone, that ftands in the way 
between them and power; which popery 
doth not. 

Upon this occafion I am in fome doubt, 
whether the political fpreaders of thofe 
chimerical invafions made a judicious 
choice in fixing the northern parts of Ire- 
land for that romantick enterprize. Nor 
can I well underftand the wifclom of the 
prejbyterians in countenancing and con- 
firming thofe reports; becaufe, it feems 
to caft a moft infamous reflection upon 
the loyalty and religious principles of their 
whole body : for if there had been any 
truth in the matter, theconfequencemuft 
have been allowed, that the pretender 
counted upon more affiftance from his 
father's friends the prejbyterians bychuf- 
ing to land in thofe very parts, where 
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their number, wealth and power moft 
prevailed, rather than among thofe of his 
own religion. And therefore in charity 
to this fe<5t I rather incline to believe, 
that thofe reports of an invafion were 
formed and fpread by the race of fmall 
politicians, in order to do a feafbnable 
jobb. 

As to popery in general, which for a 
thoufand years paft hath been introducing 
and multiplying corruptions both in doc- 
trine and difcipline; I look upon it to 
be the moft abfurd fyftem of chriftianity 
profeffed by any nation. But I cannot ap- 
prehend this kingdom to be in much 
danger from it. The eftates of papifts are 
very few ; crumbling into fmall parcels, 
and daily diminifhing; their common 
people are funk in poverty, ignorance and 
cowardice; and of as little confequence 
as women and children. Their nobility 
and gentry are at leaft one half ruined, 
banifhed, or converted : they all foundly 
feel the fmart of what they fuflered in the 
laft irijb war : fome of them are already 
retired into foreign countries; others, as 
I am told, intend to follow them ; andt 
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reft, I believe, to a man, who ftill poflefs 
any lands, are abfolutely determined never 
to hazard them again for the fake of 
eftablifhing their fuperftition. If it hath 
been thought fit, as fbme obferve, to a- 
hate of the law's rigour againft popery in 
this kingdom, I am confident it was done 
for very wife reafons, confidering the fi- 
liation of affairs abroad at different times, 
and the intereft of the protefiant religion 
in general. And as I do not find the leail 
fault in this proceeding ; fo I do not con- 
ceive, why a funk difcarded party, who 
neither expect nor defire any thing more 
than a quiet life, mould under the names 
of high-fly erSy jacobites y and many other 
vile appellations, be charged fb often in 
print and at common tables with endea- 
vouring to introduce popery and the pre- 
tender ; while the papifts abhor them above 
all other men on account of feverities a- 
gainft their priefts in her late majefty's 
reign, when the now dijbanded reprobate 
party was in power. This I was con- 
vinced of fbme years ago by a long jour- 
ney into the fbuthern parts ; where I had 
the curiofity to fend fcr many priefts of 

the 
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the parishes I patted through, and to my 
great fatisfa&ion found them every where 
abounding in profeffions of loyalty to the 
late king George ; for which they gave me 
the reafons above-mentioned ; at the fame 
time complaining bitterly of the hardfhips 
they fuffered under the Queen's loft mi- 
nifiry. 

I return from this digreflion to the 
modeft demands of the prejbyterians for a 
repeal of the facr amenta I teft y as a reward 
for their merits at the reftoration and the 
revolution ; which merits I have fairly re- 
prefented,as well as my memory would al- 
low me. If I have committed any miflakes, 
they muft be of little moment. The fads 
and principal circumftances are what I 
have obtained and digefted from reading 
the hiftories of thofe times written by each 
party; and many thoufands have done 
the fame as well as I, who I am fure have 
in their minds drawn the fame conclu- 
fions. 

This is the faction, and thefe the men, 

who are now renaming their applications, 

and giving in their bills of merit to both 

kingdoms upon two points, which of all 

C c 3 othext 
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others they have the leaft pretenfions to 
offer. I have colle&ed the feds with all 
poflible impartiality from the current his- 
tories of thofe times ; and have (hewn, 
although very briefly, the gradual proceed- 
ings of thofe feclaries under the denomi- 
nations of puritans > pre/by terians and inde- 
pendents for about the fpace of an hun- 
dred and eighty years, from the beginning 
of queen Elizabeth to this prefent time. 
But notwithstanding all that can be faid, 
thefe very fchifmaticks (for fueh they are 
in temporals as well as fpirituals) are now 
again expecting, foliciting and demanding 
(not without infinuated threats, according 
to their cuftom) that the parliament mould 
fix them upon an equal foot with the 
church eftablifhed. I would fain know 
to what branch of the legiflature they can 
have the forhead to apply. Not to my 
lords the biihops ; who muft have often 
read how the predeceflbrs of this very 
faction, acting upon the fame principles, 
drove the whole bench out of the houfe; 
who were then, and hitherto continue, one 
of the three eftates : not to the temporal 
peers, the fecond of the three eftates, who 

muft 
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inuft have heard, that immediately after 
thofe rebellious fanaticks had murdered 
their king, they voted a houfe of lords 
to be ufelefs and dangerous, and would 
let them fit no longer, otherwife than when 
ele&ed as commoners : not to the houfe 
of commons ; who mud have heard, that 
in thofe fanatick times the prejbyterian 
and independent commanders in the army 
by military power expelled all the mode- 
rate men out of the houfe, and left a rump 
to govern the nation : laftly, not to the 
crown ; which thofe very faints deftined 
to rule the earth trampled under their feet, 
and then in cold blood murdered the 
bleffed wearer. 

But the fefiion now approaching, and 
a clan of diflenting teachers being come 
up to town from their northern head 
quarters, accompanied by many of their 
elders and agents, and«fupported by age** 
neral contribution to folicit their eftablifh- 
ment with a capacity of holding all mili- 
tary as well as civil employments, I think 
it high time that this paper mould fee the 
light. However, I cannot conclude with- 
out freely confefling, that if the preflyte- 

C c 4. rians 
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rians mould obtain their ends, I could 
not be forry to find them miftaken.in the 
point, which they have moft at heart by 
the repeal of the teft' y I mean the bene-- 
fit of employments. For after all, what 
guiirance can a.fcottiJb northern diflenter 
born on irijb ground have, that he {hall 
be treated with as muchiavour as a TRUE 
$COf born beyond xhzTweed? 

I am ready enough to believe, that all 
I have faid will avail but little. I have 
the common excnfe of other men, when 
I think myfelf bound by all religious and 
civil ties to difcharge my confidence, and 
to warn my countrymen upon this impor- 
tant occaiion. It is true, the advocates 
for this fcheme promife a new world after 
this blefled work fhall be compleated ; 
that all animofity and faction muft imme- 
diately drop ; that the only diftin&ion in 
this kingdom will then be of papift and 
protejlant : for as to whig and tory y high 
church and low church, Jacobite and hano- 
yerian, court and country party y englijb 
and irijh interefts, dijfenters and confor- 
ptifts, new light and old light l , anabaptifi 
and independent, quaver and muggletonian ; 

tfcey 
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they will all meet and jumble together in- 
to a perfect harmony at the feffions and 
aflizes, on the bench and in the revenues 5 
and upon the whole, in all civil and mili- 
tary trufts, not excepting the great coun- 
cils of the nation. For it is wifely argued 
thus : that a kingdom being no more than 
a larger knot of friends met together, it 
is againfl the rules of good manners to 
fliut any perfon out of the company, ex- 
cept the papijts, who profefs themfelvet 
of another club. 

I am at a lofs to know, what arts the 
prejbyterian feet intends to ufe in con- 
vincing the world of their loyalty to king- 
ly government, which (long before the pre- 
valence, or even the birth of their inde- 
pendent rivals) as foon as the king's forces 
were overcome, declared their principles 
to be againft monarchy, as well as epifco- 
pacy and the houfe of lords, even until 
the king wasreftored : at which event al- 
though they were forced to fubmit to the 
prefent power, yet I have not heard, that 
they did ever to this day renounce any 
one principle, by which their predeceflbrs 
then acted ? yet this they have been chal- 
lenged 
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lenged to do, or at lead to (hew that o~ 
thers have done it for them, by a certain 
* do&or, who, as I am told, hath much 
employed his pen in the like disputes. I 
own, they will be ready enough to in- 
finuate themfelves into any government : 
but if they mean to be honeft and upright, 
they will and mud endeavour by all 
(means, which they {hall think lawful, to 
introduce and eftablifh their own fcheme 
of religion, as neareft approaching to the 
word of God by calling out all fuperftiti- 
-Dus ceremonies, ecclenaftical tides, habits, 
•dirHndions, and fuperiorities, as rags of 
-popery, in order to a thorough reformation ; 
«nd as in charity bound to promote the 
Salvation of their countrymen, wifhing 
•with St. Pau/y that the whole kingdom 
were as they are. But what affurance will 
they pleafe to give, that when their fed 
ihall become the national eftabliflied wor- 
ship, they will treat Us Dissenters as 
we have treated them? Was this their 
courie of proceeding during the dominion 
of the faints? Were not all the remain- 
ders of the epifcopal church in thofe 

♦ The late Dr. Tisdel, who died June 1736. 

days, 
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days, dpeciaUy the clergy, under a perfe- 
cutkm for above a dozen years equal to 
that of the primitive Chriroans under hea- 
' then emperors ? That this proceeding was 
feitable to their principles, is known e- 
nough ; for many of their preachers then 
writ books exprefly againft allowing any 
liberty of conference in a religion different 
from their own ; producing many argu- 
ments to prove that opinion, and among 
the reft one frequently infilled on ; that 
allowing fuch a liberty would be to efla- 
blijb iniquity by a law *. Many of thefe 
writings are yet to be feen; and I hear 
have been quoted by the do&or above- 
mentioned. 

As to their great objection of proftitut- 
ing that holy institution, theblefled facra- 
ment, byway of a teft before admittance 
into any employment; I afk, whether 
they would not be content to receive it 
after their own manner for the office of a 
judge, for that of a commiffioner in the 
revenue, for a regiment of horfe, or to be 
a lord juftice. I believe they would fcru- 

1 ' 

* See many hundred quotations to prove this, in the trea- 
•fife- called, Scotch Prt/fyterim Eltyutnu. 
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pie it as little, as a long grace before and 
after dinner, which they can fay without 
bending a knee ; for as I have been told, 
their manner of taking bread and wine in 
their conventicles is performed with little 
more folcmnity than at their common 
meals. And therefore, fince they look 
upon our practice in receiving the ele- 
ments to be idolatrous, they neither can 
nor ought in confeience to allow us that 
liberty, othcrwife than by connivance, 
and a bare toleration, like what is pre- 
mitted to the fapijls. But left we Jhould 
offend them I am ready to change this teft 
for another; although I am afraid, that 
lanftified reafon is by no means the 
point where the difficulty pinches, and 
is only offered by pretended churchmen ; 
as if they could be content with our be- 
lieving, that the impiety and profanation 
of making the facranient a teft were the 
only objection. I therefore propole, that 
before the prefent law be repealed, another 
mav be cnadted ; that no man fhall re- 
cche any employment before he fwears 
himself to be a true member of the church 
of Ireland y in doftrinc and difcipline, etc. 
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and that he will never frequent or com- 
1 municate with any other form of worfhip. 
It ihall likewife be further ena&ed, that 
whoever offends, etc. fhall be fined five 
hundred pounds, imprifoned for a year 
and a day, and rendered incapable of all 
publick truft for ever, Otherwife I do 
infift, that thofe pious, indulgent, exter- 
nal profeffors of our national religion {hall 
either give up that fallacious hypocritical 
reafon tor taking off the teft, or freely 
confefs, that they defire to have a gate 
wide open for every feci: without any teft 
at all, except that of fwearing loyalty to 
the king: which however, confidering 
their principles with regard to monarchy 
yet unrenounced, might, if they would 
pleafe to look deep enough into their own 
hearts, prove a more bitter teft, than any 
other that the law hath yet invented. 

For from the firft time that thefe fec- 
taries appeared in the world, it hath been 
always found by their whole proceedings, 
that they profefled an utter hatred to king- 
ly government. I can recoiled at prefent 
three civil eftablimments, where cah'mijis 
and fome other reformers who rejected 

epifcopacy 
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epifcopacy y poflefs the fupreme power ; and 
thefe are all republicks ; I mean, Holland^ 
Geneva^ and the reformed Jwifs cantons, 
I do not fay this in diminution or dis- 
grace to commonwealths j wherein I con- 
fefs I have much altered many opinions 
under which I was educated, having been 
led by fbme obfervation, long experience, 
and a thorough deteftation for the corrup- 
tions of mankind : infomuch, that I am 
now juftly liable to the cenfure of H abbes f 
who complains, that the youth of Eng- 
land imbibe ill opinions from reading the 
hiftories of ancient Greece and Rome y thofe 
renowned fcenes of liberty and every vir- 
tue. 

But as to monarehs, who muft be fup- 
poled well to ftudy and underftand their 
own intereft ; they will beft confider, whe- 
ther thofe people, who in all their a&ionSj 
preachings and writings have openly de- 
clared themlelves againft regal power, are 
to be fafely placed in an equal degree of 
favour and truft with thole, who have 
been always found the true and only 
friends to the e?iglipj eftablifhment From 
which consideration, I could have added 




PLEA OF MERIT. 399 

one more article to my new teft, if I had 
thought it worth my time. 

I have been aflured by fome perfons 
who were prefent, that feveral of thefe 
diflenting teachers, upon their flrft arrival 
hither to folicit the repeal of the teft, were 
pleafed to exprefs their gratitude by pub- 
lickly drinking the healths of certain emi- 
nent patrons, whom they pretend to have 
found among us. If this be true, and that 
the teft muft be delivered up by the very 
fuperiors appointed to defend it ; the affair 
is already in effed at an end. What 
fecret reafons thofe patrons may have given 
for fuch a return of brotherly love, I mall 
not enquire : for, O my foul, coma not thou 
into their fecret ; unto their aftembly, mine 
honour Jbe not thou united. For in their anger 
they flew a man, and in their f elf -will they 
digged down a wall. Cur fed be their anger \ 
for it was fierce, and their wrath, for it 
was cruel. I will divide them in Jacob, and 
fcatter them in Ifrael. 



ADVANTAGES 

Propofed by 

Repealing the Sacramental Teft y 

IMPARTIALLY CONSIDERED. 
Written in the Year 1732. 



WHOEVER writes impartially u p- 
on this fubjeft, muft do it not on- 
ly as a mere lecular man ; but as one who 
is altogether indifferent to any particular 
lyftem of chriftianity. And I think, in 
whatever country that religion predomi- 
nates, there is one certain form of wor- 
ship and ceremony, which is looked upon 
as the eftabliflied; and coniequentIy,only 
the priefts of that particular form are 
maintained at the publick charge; and 
all civil employments beftowed among 
thofe, who comply (at leaf! outwardly) 
with the fame eftablimment. 

This method is ftriclly obferved, even 

u 




THE ADVANTAGES PROPOSED. 40 1] 

by our neighbours the Dutcb>Vtho are con* 
fefled to allow the fullefr, liberty of con- 
fcience of any chriftian ftate ; and yet are 
never known to admit any perfbns into 
civil offices, who do not conform to the 
legal worfhip. As to their military men, 
they are indeed not fo fcrupulous ; being 
by the nature of their government under a 
neceffity of hiring foreign troops of what- 
ever religious denomination upon every 
great emergency, and maintaining no 
fmall number in time of peace* 

This caution therefore of making one 
eftablifhed faith feems to be univerfal, and 
founded upon the ftrongeft reafons, the 
miftaken or affected zeal of obftinacy and 
enthufiafm having produced fuch a num- 
ber of horrible definitive events through- 
out all cbrifimdom. For whoever begins 
to think the national worfhip is wrong in 
any important article of practice or belief, 
will, if he be ferious, naturally have a zeal 
to make as many profelytes as he can : 
and a nation may poffibly have an hun- 
dred different feds with their leaders; e- 
very one of which hath an equal right to 
plead, that they muft obey God rather 

D d than 
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than man\ imift cry aloud and /pare not ; 
Ojuft lift up their voice like a trumpet. 

This was the very cafe of England 
during the fanatick times. And againft 
all this there feems to be no defence, but 
that of fupporting one eftablifhed form of 
docTxine and difcipline; leaving the reft 
to a bare liberty of confcience, but with- 
out any maintenance or encouragement 
from the publick. 

Wherever this national religion grows 
£o corrupt, or is thought to do fo by a 
very great majority of landed people join- 
ed to the governing party, whether prince 
or fenate, or both, it ought to be changed ; 
provided the work might be done with- 
out blood orconfufion. Yet, whenever fuch 
a change fhall be made, fome other efta- 
blifhment muft fucceed, although for the 
worfe; allowing all deviations, that would 
break the union, to be only tolerated. In 
this fenfe, thofe who affirm that every law, 
which is contrary to the law of God, is 
void in itfelf, feem to be miftaken : for 
many laws in fopijh kingdoms and ftates, 
many more among the Turks, and perhaps 
not a kw in other countries, are directly 

againft 
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ftgainft the divine laws ; and yet, God 
knows, are very far from being void in the 
executive part. 

Thus for inftance, if the three eftates 
of parliament in England (whereof the 
lords (piritual, who reprefent the churchy 
are one) fhould agree and obtain the royal 
aflent to abolifh epifcopacy, together with 
the liturgy, and the whole frame of the 
englijb church, as burthenfome^ dangerous 
and contrary to holy fcripture ; and that 
pre/bytery y anabaptifm, quakerifm, inde* 
pendency > muggletonianifm, brownifm> fa-* 
milifm^ or any other fubdivided fed a- 
mong us j fhould be eftablifhed in its place 3 
without queftion all peaceable fubject* 
ought paffively to fubmit ;, and the pre- 
dominant fed muft become the religion 
eftablifhed; the publick maintaining no 
other teachers, nor admitting any perfbn* 
of a different reHgious profeffton into 
civil offices, at leaft if their intention be 
to preferve the nation in peace, 

Suppofing then, that the prefent fyftem 
of religion Were abolifhed ; and prejby- 
tery, which I find ftands the faireft, with 
Its fynods and clafles, and all its forms 

Dd 2 and 
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and ceremonies effential or circumftan- 
tial, were ere&cd into the national wor- 
ship: their teachers, and no others, could 
have any legal claim to be fupported at the 
publick charge, whether by ftipends or 
tythesj and only the reft of the fame 
faith to be capable of civil employments. 

If there be any true reafoning in what 
I have laid down, it fhould feem, that 
the projedt now in agitation for repealing 
the teji aB y and yet leaving the name of 
an eftablifhment to the prefent national 
church, is altogether inconfiftent; and 
may admit of confequences, which thofc, 
who are the moft indifferent to any religi- 
on at all, are pofllbly not aware of 

I prehimc, whenever the teji fhall be 
repealed, which obliges all men, who 
enter into office under the crown, to re- 
ceive the facrament according to the rites 
of the church of Ireland ; the way to em- 
ployments will immediately be left open 
to all dijfentersy (except paptjis) whofe con^ 
fciences can fuffer them to take the com- 
mon oaths in fuch cafes prefcribed; after 
which, they are qualified to fill any lay- 
ftation in this kingdom, from that of chief 
governor to an excife-man. Thus, 
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Thus, of the three judgeson each bench 
the firft may be a prefbyterian, the fecond 
n free-will baptifly and the third a church- 
man ; the lord chancellor may be an inde- 
pendent ; the revenues may be managed 
by feven commiflioners of as many dif- 
ferent feels; and the like of all other em- 
ployments: not to mention the ftrong 
probability, that the lawfulnefs of taking 
oaths may be revealed to the quakers, who 
then will ftand upon as good a foot for 
preferment, as any other loyal fubjecTs. 
It is obvious to imagine, under fuch a 
motly adminiftration of affairs, what a 
clafhing there will be of intereft and incli- 
nations ; what pullings and hawlings back- 
wards and forwards ; what a zeal and byafs 
in each religionift to advance his own tribe, 
and deprefs the others. For I fuppofe no- 
thing will be readier granted, then that how 
indifferent foever moft men are in faith and 
morals, yet, whether out of artifice, na- 
tural complexion, or love of contradidri- 
on, none are more obftinate in maintain- 
ing their own opinions, and worrying all 
who differ from them, than thole who 
publickly fhew the leaft fenfe either of 
religion or common honefty. Aa 
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As to the latter, bifhop Burnet tells us, 
|Jiat the pre/by terians in the fanatick times 
profeffed themfelves to be above morali- 
ty ; which, as we find in fome of their 
Writings, was numbered among the beg- 
garly elements: and accordingly at this 
day no fcruples of confcience with regard 
to conformity are in any trade or calling 
jnconfiftent widi the greateft fraud, op- 
preflion, perjury, or any other vice. 

This brings to my memory a paflage 
in Montaigne^ of a common proftitute, who 
in the ftormingof a town, when a foldier 
came up to her chamber and offered vio- 
lence to her chaftity, rather chofe to ven-^ 
ture her neck by leaping out of the win- 
dow than fuffer a rape; yet ftill continu- 
ed her trade of lewdnefs, while fhe had 
any cuftomers left. 

I confefs, that in my private judgment 
an unlimited permiffion of all feels what- 
foever (except papifts) to enjoy employ- 
ments would be lefs pernicious to the pub- 
Jick, than a fairftruggle between two con- 
tenders; becaufe in the former cafe, fuch 
a jumble of principles might poffibly have 
the effect of contrary poifons mingled to- 
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gether ; which a ftrong conftitution might 
perhaps be able for fome time to furvive. 

But however I fhall take the other and 
more probable fuppolition, that this battle 
for employments is to be fought only be- 
tween the prejbyteriansy and thofe of the 
church^/ eftablifhed. I fhall not enter into 
the merits of either fide by examining, 
which of the two is the better fpiritual oeco- 
nomy, or which is moft fuited to our civil 
conftitution : but the queftion turns upon 
this point; when the prejbyterians fhall 
have got their fhare of employ ments, (which 
muft be one full half, or elfe they cannot 
look upon themfelves as fairly dealt with) 
I afk, whether they ought not by their 
own principles, and by the ftricteft rules 
of conference, to ufe the utmoft of their 
fkill, power and influence in order to re- 
duce the whole kingdom to an uniformity 
in religion, both as to doctrine and dis- 
cipline moft agreeable to the word of God. 
Wherein if they can fucceed without blood 
(as under the prefent difpofition of things 
it is very poflible they may) it is to be hop- 
ed they will at laft be fatisfied : only I 
would warn them of a few difficulties. 

D d 4 The 
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The firftis of compromifing among them- 
fclvcs that important controverfy about 
the old light and the new ; which other- 
wife may after this eftablifhment fplit 
them as wide as papift and proteftant y whig 
and tory y or churchman and dijfenter ; and 
confequendy the work will be to begin 
again : for in religious quarrels it is of 
little moment, how few or (mall the dif- 
ferences are; specially when the difpute 
is only about power. Thus the zealous 
prejbyterians of the north are more alienate 
ed from the eftablifhed clergy, than from 
the romijh priefts ; taxing the former with 
idolatrous worfhip, as dilguifed papi/ls, 
Ceremony- fnongers, and many other terms 
of art ; and this for a very powerful reafbn ; 
becaufe the clergy (land in their way, 
which the popifi priefts do not. Thus I 
am aflured that the quarrel between old 
and new light-men is managed with more 
rage and rancour, than any other difpute 
of the higheft importance; and this, be- 
caufe it ferves to lefien or increafe their 
feveral congregations, from whom they 
receive their contributions. 
Another difficulty, which may embarrafs 

the 
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tiaepreflyteriam after their eftabliihment, 
will be, how to adjuft their chym of the 
kirk's independency on the civil power, 
with the conftitution of this monarchy; 
a point fo delicate, that it hath often filled 
the heads of great patriots with dangerous 
notions of the church-clergy without the 
leaft ground of fufpicion. 

As to the prefbyterians allowing liberty 
of confidence to thole of epifcopal princi- 
ples, when their own kirk (hall be pre- 
dominant ; their writers are fo universally 
agreed in the negative, as well as their 
practice during Olivers reign, that I be- 
lieve no reafonable churchman (who mull 
then be a difjenter) will exped it. 

I fhall here take notice, that in the di- 
vilion of employments among the prefby- 
terians after this approaching repeal of the 
tejl-att, fuppofing them in proper time to 
have an equal {hare, the odds will be 
three or four to one on their fide in any 
farther fcheme they may have towards 
making their religion national. For, I 
reckon all thofe gentlemen fent over from 
England, whatever religion they profefs 
pr have been educated in, to be of that 

party; 
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rty: fince it is no mark of prudence 
any ptrfons to oppofe the current of a 
nation, where they are in fome fort only 
Sojourners ; unlefs they have it in direSiion. 

If there be any maxim in politicks not 
to be controuled, it muft be the follow- 
ing : that thofe, whole private intereft is 
united with the intereft of their country, 
fuppoung them to be of equal underftand- 
ing with the reft of their neighbours, will 
heartily wifti, that the nation mould thrive. 
Out of thefe are indubitably excepted all 
perfons, who are fent from another king- 
dom to be employed in places of profit 
or power ; becaufe they cannot poilibly 
bear any affe&ion to the place where they 
fbjourn, even for life; their lble bulineis 
being to advance themlelves by following 
the advice of their principals, I except 
likewife thofe perfons, who are taken into 
offices, although natives of the land ; be- 
caufe they are greater gainers while they 
keep their offices, than they could poili- 
bly be by mending the miferable condition 
of their country. 

I except, thirdly, all hopers, who by ba- 
lancing accounts with themlelves turn the 

lcale 
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leak on die fame fide ; becaufe the ftrong 
expectation of a good certain falary wifl 
outweigh the lofs by bad rents received 
out of lands in money-lefs times. 

If my lords the bifhops, who I hear are 
now employed in a fcheme for regulating 
the conduct and maintenance of the in- 
ferior clergy, {hall in their wifdom and 
piety and love of the church content to 
this repeal of the teft> I have not the leaft 
doubt, that the whole reverend body will 
chearfully fubmit to their fpiritual fathers; 
of whole paternal tendernels for their wel- 
fare they have already found fo many a- 
tnazing inftances. 

I am not therefore under the leaft con- 
cern about the clergy on this account. 
They will {forfome time) be no great fuf- 
ferers by this repeal; becaufe I cannot re- 
collect among all our feds any one, that 
giveth latitude enough to take the oaths 
required at an inftitution to a church-liv- 
ing ; and until that bar {hall be removed, 
the prefent epifcopal clergy are fafe for two 
years. Although it may be thought fome- 
what unequal, that in the northern parts, 
where there may be three diff enters to one 

cburcb-* 
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churchman^ the whole revenue fhall be 
engrofledby him who hath (o fmallapart 
of the cure. 

It is true indeed, that this difadvantage, 
which the dijfenters at prefent lie under, 
of a difability to receive church-prefer- 
ments, will be eafily remedied by the re- 
peal of the tefl. For the dijfenting teach- 
ers are under no incapacity of accepting 
civil and military employments; wherein 
they agree perfectly with the popijh cler- 
gy; among whom great cardinals and 
prelates have been commanders of armies, 
chief minifters, knights of many orders, 
ambafladors, fecrctaries of ftate, and in 
raoft high offices under the crown ; al- 
though they a flirt the indelible charaEier* 
which no fe^aries among us did ever af- 
fume. But that many, both prejbyteriam 
and independents^ commanders as well as 
private foldiers, were profefled preachers 
in the time of their dominion, is allowed 
by all Cromwell himfelf was a preacher ; 
and hath left us one of his fermons in 
print, exaftly in the fame ftyle and man- 
ner with thofe of our modern prefbyterian 
teachers: fo was colonel Howard* Sir 
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George Downing^ and feveral others whole 
names are on record. I can therefore fee 
no reafon, why a painful prejbyterian 
teacher, as foon as the tefi fhall be repeal- 
ed, may not be privileged to hold along 
with the fpritual office and ftipend a com- 
miffion in the army or the civil lift in 
commendam : for, as I take it, the church 
of England is the only body oiChrifiians^ 
which in effedl difqualifies thofe, who are 
employed to preach its do&rine, from 
fharing in the civil power, farther than 
as fenators: yet this was a privilege begun 
in times of popery >, many hundred years 
before the reformation, and woven with the 
very inftitution of our limited monarchy. 
There is indeed another method, where- 
by the ftipends of diflenting teachers may 
be railed, and the farmer much relieved; 
if it fhould be thought proper to reward 
a people fo deferving, and fo loyal by 
their principles. Every bifhop upon the 
vacancy of a church-living can fequefter 
the profits for the ufe of the next incum- 
bent. Upon a lapfe of half a year the 
donation falls to the archbifhop, and af- 
ter a full year to the crown, during plea- 

fure. 
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fure. Therefore it would be no hardfhip 
for any clergyman alive f if (in thole parts 
of Ireland^ where the number of fe&aries 
much exceeds that of the conformifts) 
the profits, when fequeftered, might be 
applied to the fupport of the difienting 
teacher, who hath fo many fouls to take 
care of: whereby the poor tenants would 
be much relieved in thofe hard times, and 
in a better condition to pay their rents* 

But there is another difficulty in this 
matter, againft which a remedy doth not 
fo readily occur. For fuppofmg the t§ft- 
aB repealed, and the diffenters in confe- 
quence fully qualified for all fecular em- 
ployments \ the queftion may ftill be put, 
whether thofe of Ireland will be often the 
perfbns on whom they {hall be beftowed j 
becaufe it is imagined, there may be * ano- 
ther Jeminary in view, more numerous and 
more needy \ as well as more meriting^ and 
more eafily contented with fuch low offi- 
ces ; which fome nearer neighbours hardly 
think it worth ftirring from their chimney- 
fides to obtain. And I am told, it is the 
common practice of thofe who are {killed 
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in the management of bees, that when they 
fee a foreign fwarm at fame diftance, ap- 
proaching with an intention to plunder 
their hives, thefe artifts have a trick to di- 
vert them into fome neighbouring apiary, 
there to make what havock they jileafe. 
This I fhould not have hinted, if I had 
not known it already to have gotten ground 
in many fufpe&ing heads; for it is the 
peculiar talent of this nation to fee dan- 
gers afar off: to all which I can only fay, 
that our native freflryteriam rauft by 
pains and induftry raife fuch a fund of 
merit, as will anfwer to a birth fix degrees 
more to the north. If they cannot arrive 
at this perfection, as feveral of the efta- 
blifhed church have compared by indefa- 
tigable pains, I do not well fee, how their 
affairs will much mend by repealing the 
teft : for to be qualified by law to accept 
an employment, and yet to bedifqualin- 
ed in fact, as it will much increafe the 
mortification, fb it will withdraw the pity 
of many among their well-wifhers, and 
utterly deprive them of that merit they 
have fb long made, of being a loyal true 
protejiant people, perfecuted only for re- 
Jigion. If 
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If this happen to be their cafe, they 
mult wait maturity of time ; until they 
can by prudent, gentle fteps, make their 
faith become the religion eftablifhed in the 
nation; after which, I do not in theleaft 
doubt, that they will take the moft ef- 
fectual methods to fecure their power a- 
gainft thofe, who muft then be dijfenters in 
their turn ; whereof, if we may form a 
future opinion from prefent times, and 
the difpofitions of dijfenters^ who love to 
make a thorough reformation^ the number 
and qualities will be very inconfiderable. 

Thus I have, with the utmoft fincerity, 
after long thinking, given my judgment 
upon this arduous affair j but with the ut- 
moft deference and fubmiflion to publick 
wifdom and power. 
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a V E R I E s 

Relating to the 

SACRAMENTAL TEST. 

Written in the Year 173 a, 

(fclJ E RV, ItT h e t h fe ft hatred and vio* 
* * lencc between parties in 
a ftate be not more inflamed by different 
views of intereft, than by the greater or 
letter differences between them either, in 
religion or government? 

Whether it be any part of the queftion 
at this time, which of the two religion* 
is worfe, popery ox fanatkiftn ; or not ra- 
ther, which of the two (navine both the 
fame good will) is in the hopefuUeft con- 
dition to ruin the church? 

Whether the fe&aries, whenever they 
come to prevail, will not ruin the church 
as infallibly and effectually as the papifis t 

Whether the prevailing fe&aries could 
allow liberty of confeience to dijfenters 
without belying all their former practice, 
and almoft all their former writings ? 

£ c Whether 
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Whether many hundred thousand fcotch 
prefbyterians are not full as virulent a- 
gainft the epifeopal church, as they are 
Zgamft the pap j/is; or as they would have 
us think the papi/ts are againft them? 

Whether the Dutch, who are moft dif- 
tinguimed for allowing liberty of con- 
ference, do ever admit any perfons, who 
proiefs a different fchcme of worfhip from 
their own, into civil employments, al- 
though they may be forced by the nature 
of their government to receive mercenary 
troops of all religions? 

Whether the diffenters ever pretended, 
until of late years, to defire more than a 
bare toleration? 

Whether, if it be true, what a fony 
pamphleteer ailerts, who lately writ for 
repealing the tefi, that the diffenters in 
this kingdom are equally numerous with 
the churchmen, it would not be a necef- 
fary point of prudence by all proper and 
lawful means to prevent their further in- 
creafe? 

The great argument given by thofe, 
whom they call Itrw churchmen, to juiti- 
fy the large tolerations allowed to diffen- 



ters % 
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ters hath been; that by fuch indulgen- 
cies the rancour of thofe feclaries would 
gradually wear off, many of them would 
come over to us, and their parties in a 
little time crumble to nothing. 

%gery, Whether if what the above pam- 
phleteer afierts, that the Sectaries are e- 
qual in numbers with conformifts be true, 
it doth not clearly follow, that thofe repeat- 
ed tolerations have operated diredly con- 
trary to what thofe low church politicians 
pretended to forefee and expect? 

Whether any clergyman, however dig- 
nified or diftinguifhed, if he think his owri 
profeffion moft agreeable to holy fcripture 
and the primitive church, can really wiflt 
in his heart, that all fe&aries mould be 
upon an equal foot with the churchmen 
in the point of civil power and employ- 
ments? 

Whether epifcopacy, which is held by 
the church to be a divine and apoflolical 
inititution, be not a fundamental point of 
religion, particularly in that effential one 
of conferring holy orders? 

Whether, by neceflary confequencesthe 

feveral expedients among the fe&aries to 

E e 2 conftitute 
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conftitute their teachers are not abfolutely 
null and void? 

Whether the fe&aries will ever agree to 
accept ordination only from biihops ? 

Whether the bifhops and clergy will be 
content to give up epifcopacy, as a point 
indifferent, without which the church can 
well fubfift? 

Whether that great tendernefs towards 
fe&aries, which now fo much prevails, be 
chiefly owing to the fears of popery , or to 
that fpirit of atheifm, deifm, fcepticifm, 
and univerfal immorality, which all good 
men lb much lament? 

Granting popery to have many more 
errors in religion than any one branch of 
the fectaries, let us examine the a&ions 
of both, as they have each afFe&ed the 
peace of thefe kingdoms with allowance 
for the fhort time, which the fe&arieshad 
to a& in, who are in a manner but of 
yefierday. The papifis in the time of king 
James the lid ufed all endeavours to efta- 
blifli their fuperftition, wherein they fail- 
ed by the united power of englifb church- 
protectants with the prince of Oranges 
afllftance. But it cannot be aflerted, that 

thefe 
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thefe bigotted papifts had the leaft defign 
to oppofe or murder their king, much 
lefs to abolim kingly government; nor 
was it their intereft or inclination to at- 
tempt either. 

On the other fide the puritans^ who 
had almoft from the beginning of queen 
Elizabeth's reign been a perpetual thorn 
in the church's fide, joining with the /botch 
enthufiafts in the time of king Charles 
the firft, were the principal caufe of the 
irijh rebellion and majjacre by diftrefling 
that prince, and making it impofiible for 
him to fend over timely fuccours. And 
after that pious prince had fatisfied his 
parliament in every fingle point to be com- 
plained of, the fame fe&aries by poifoning 
the minds and affections of the people 
with the moft falfe and wicked reprefenta- 
tions of their king, were able in the com- 
pafs of a few years to embroil the three na- 
tions in a bloody rebellion at the expence 
of many thoufand lives ; to turn the King- 
ly power into anarchy ; to murder their 
prince in the face of the world, and (in 
their own ftyle) to deftroy the church 
root and branch. 

Ee 3 
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Theaccount therefore ftands thus. The 
papifts aimed at one pernicious aft, which 
was to deftroy the proteftant religion ; 
wherein by God's mercy, and the affift- 
ance of our glorious king William^ they 
abfolutely failed. The fectaries attempt- 
ed the three moft infernal actions, that 
could poffibly enter into the hearts of 
men for&ken by God; which were, the 
murder of a moft pious king, the de- 
finition of the monarchy, and the ex- 
tirpation of the church; and fucceeded in 
them all. 

Upon which I put the following queries : 
Whether any of thofe fe&aries have ever 
yet in a folemn publick manner renounc- 
ed any one of thofe principles, upon which 
their predeceflbrs then acted? 

Whether, confidering the cruel persecu- 
tions of the epifcopal church during the 
courfe of that horrid rebellion and the 
coniequences of it until the happy reftora^ 
tioTty it is not manifeft, that the perfecut- 
ing fpirit lies fo equally divided between 
the papifts and the feclaries, that a fea- 
ther would turn the ballance on either 
fide? 

And 
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And therefore, laflly, Whether any per* 
fon of common underfttnding, who pro* 
fefleth himfelf a member of the church 
eftablifhed, although perhaps with little 
inward regard to any religion, (which is 
too often the cafe) if he loves the peace 
and welfare of his country, can after 
cool thinking rejoice to fee a power pla- 
ced again in the hands of fo reftlefs, fo 
ambitious, and to mercilefs a faction, to 
act over all the fame parts a fecond time ? 
Whether the candor of that expreffion 
fo frequent of late in fermons and pam- 
phlets, of the ftrength and number of the 
papifts in Ireland, can be juftified ? for 
as to their number, however great, it is 
always magnified in proportion to the 
zeal or politicks of the fpeaker and writer ; 
but it is a grofs impofition upon common 
rcafon to terrify us with their ftrength. 
For popery ', under the circumftances it lied 
in this kingdom, although it be ofFennve 
and inconvenient enough from the con- 
fequences it hath to encreafe the rapine, 
(loth, and ignorance, as well as poverty of 
the natives, is not properly dangerous in 

that fenfe, as fome would have us take it; 
E e 4 becaufe 
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becaufe it is univerfally hated by every 
party of a different religious profeflion, 
Jt is the contempt of the wife; the beft 
topick for clamours of designing men ; 
but the real terror only of fools. The 
landed popijb intereft in England far ex- 
ceeds that among us even in proportion 
to the wealth and extent of each kingdom, 
.The little that remains here is daily drop- 
ping into protejiant hands by purchafe 
or defcent ; and that afTe&ed complaint 
of counterfeit converts will fall with the 
caufe of it in half a generation, unlef* 
it be raifcd or kept alive as a continual 
fund of merit and eloquence. Thepapifls 
are wholly difarmed : they have neither 
courage, leaders, money, or inclinations 
to repel : they want every advantage, 
which they formerly poflefled, to follow 
that trade j and wherein even with thofe 
advantages they always mifcarried : they 
appear very eafy and fatisfied under that 
connivance, which they enjoyed during 
the whole laft reign ; nor ever fcrupled to 
reproach another party, under which they 
pretend to have fuffered Co much feve^ 
«ty, 

Upon 
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Upon thefe confederations I muft con- 
fefs to have fufpended much of my pity 
towards the great dreaders of popery ; 
many of whom appear to be hale, ftrong, 
active, young men ; who, as I am told, 
eat, drink and fleep heartily ; and are very 
chearful (as they have exceeding good rea- 
lbn) upon all other fubje&s. However, I 
cannot too much commend the generous 
concern, which our neighbours, and others 
who come from the fame neighbourhood, 
are (b kind to exprefs for us upon this ac- 
count; although the former be farther 
removed from the danger of popery by 
twenty leagues of fait water : but this, I 
fear, is a digreflion. 

When an artificial report was railed 
here many years ago of an intended in- 
vafion by the pretender^ (which blew over 
after it had done its office) the diffenters 
argued in their talk and in their pam- 
phlets after this manner, applying them- 
felves to thofe of the church : Gentlemen> 
if the pretender had landed, as the law 
now ftands, we durft not affift you ; and 
therefore, unlefs you take oft the tefly 
whenever you fhall happen to be invaded 

in 
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in earne/l, if we are defired to take up 
arms in your defence, our anfwer fhall be, 
Pray gentlemen fight your own battles ; 
we will lie by quietly ; conquer your ene- 
mies by yourfelves, if you can ; we will 
not do your drudgery. This way of rea- 
soning I have heard from feveral of their 
chiefs and abettors in an hundred conver- 
fations ; and have read it in twenty pam- 
phlets : and I am confident it will be of- 
fered again, if the project fhould fail to 
take off the tefi. 

Upon which piece of oratory and rea- 
soning I form the following query. Whe- 
ther in cafe of an invafion from the pre- 
tender (which is not quite fo probable as 
from the grand Jignior) the dijfenters can 
with prudence and fafery offer the fame 
plea; except they fhall have made a pre- 
vious Stipulation with the invaders? And 
whether the full freedom of their religion 
and trade, their lives, properties, wives and 
children, are not,and have not always been 
reckoned, Sufficient motives for repelling 
invafions ; efpecially in our fe&aries, who 
call themfelves the trueft proteflants by 
virtue of their pretended or real fiercenefs 
againft popery. Whether 
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Whether omitting or neglecting to cele- 
brate the day of the martyrdom of the 
bleffedking Charles the firft, enjoined by 
ad of parliament, can be juftly reckon* 
ed a particular and diftinguifliing mark 
of good affe&ion to the prefent govern* 
ment? 

Whether in thofe churches, where the 
faid day is obferved, it will fully anfwer 
the intent of the faid ad, if the preacher 
fhall commend, excufe, palliate, or ex- 
tenuate the murder of that royal martyr; 
and place the guilt of that horrid rebellion 
with all its confequences, the following 
ufurpations, the entire deftrudion of the 
church, the cruel and continual perfecu- 
tions of thofe who could be difcovered to 
profefs its doctrines, with the enfuing ba- 
bel of fanaticifm, to the account of that 
blefled king, who, by granting the peti- 
tion of right, and palling every bill that 
could be afked for the fecurity of the fub- 
jed, had, by the confefuon of thofe wick- 
ed men before the war began, left them 
nothing more to demand ? 

Whether fuch a preacher as I have 
named, (whereof there have been more 

than 
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than one» not many years paft, even in the 
prefence of viceroys) who takes that courie 
as a means for promotion, may not be 
thought to ftep a little out of the common 
road in a monarchy where the descen- 
dants of that moil blefled martyr have 
reigned to this day ? 

I ground the reafon of making thefe 
queries on the tide of the ad ; to which 
I refer the reader. 
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Written in 1732. * 

IT is well known, that the firft conquerors 
of this kingdom were engtijb ca/bo/kis, 
fubje&s to englijh catbolick kings, from 
whom by their valour and fuccefs they 
obtained large portions of land, given 
them as a reward for their many victories 
over the Irijb .* to which merit our bre- 
thren the diuenters of any denomination 
whatsoever have not the lead pretentions. 

It is confefled, that the pofterity of 
thofe firft victorious catbolicks were often 
forced to rife in their own defence againft 
new colonies from England, who treated 
them like mere native Irijb with innu- 

* The author having be- and pra&ices, has in this trad 

fore examined the prefbyte- put them in the ballance a- 

rians plea of merit, with re- gainft papifts. 
fpe& to their own principles 
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merable oppreflions, depriving them of 
their lands, and driving them by force of 
arms into the moft defblate parts of the 
kingdom; till in the next generation the 
children of thefe tyrants were ufed in the 
fame manner by new englijb adventurers, 
which practice continued for many cen- 
turies. But it is agreed on all hands, that 
no infurre&ions were ever made, except 
after great oppreflions by frefh invaders. 
Whereas all the rebellions of puritans^ 
frefbyteriam^ independents y and other fec- 
taries, conftanly began before any pro- 
vocations were given, except that they 
were not fuffered to change the govern- 
ment in church and ftate, and feize both 
into their own hands; which however 
at laft they did with the murder of their 
king, and of many thoufands of his beft 
fubjecls. 

The catholkh were always defenders of 
monarchy, as conftituted in thefe king- 
doms; whereas our brethren the dijfenters 
were always republicans both in princi- 
ple and pracrice. . 

It is well known, ti all the catholkh 
of thefe kir i n^fte * 
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are true wbigs, in the bell and moft pro-> 
per fenfe of the word ; bearing as well 
in their hearts, as in their outward prcn 
feflion, an entire loyalty to the royal 
houfe of Hanover, in the perfon and pof- 
terity of George II. againft the pretender 
and all his adherents. To which they 
think themfelves bound in gratitude as 
well as confcience, by the lenity where- 
with they have been treated fince the death 
of queen Anne, fo different from what 
they raftered in the four laft years of that 
princels, during the adminiftration of that 
wicked minifter the earl of Oxford. 

The catholich of this kingdom hum- 
bly hope, that they have at lead as fair a 
title as any of their brother difTenters to 
the appellation of prot eft ants. They have 
always protefted againft the felling, de- 
throning, or murdering their kings; a- 
gainft the ufurpations and avarice of the 
court of Rome, againft deifm, atheifm, 
focinianifm, quakerifm, muggletonianifm, 
fanaticlfm, hrownijtn, as well as againft 
all Jews, Turks 1 infidels, and here ticks. 
Whereas the title of prot eft ants aflumed 
by the whole herd of duTenters (except 

our- 
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ourlelves) dependeth entirely upon their 
protefting againfi archbijhops y hi/hops, deans 
and chapters, with their revenues; and 
the whole hierarchy ; which are the very 
expreffions ufed in the folemn league and 
covenant ', * where the word popery is only 
mentioned ad invidiam ; becaufe the ca- 
tholicks agree with the epifcopal church 
in thofe fundamentals. 

Although the catbolicks cannot deny, 
that in the great rebellion againft king 
Charles I. more foldicrs of their religion 
were in the parliament army than in his 
majefty's troops; and that many jefuits 
and friers went about in the diiguife of 
prejhyterian and independent minifters to 
preach up rebellion, as the bell hiftorians 
of thofe times inform us; yet the bulk 
of catholicks in both kingdoms preferved 
their loyalty entire. 

The catbolicks have fomc reafbn to think 
it a little hard, when their enemies will 

* A folemn league and co- " the extirpation of prelacy* 

venant entered into between *' that is, church government 

the fitts and engtijb fanatics " by archbi/hops, biihops, 

in the rebellion againft king " deans, archdeacons and all 

Charles I. 1643, by which ** other epifcopal officers de* 

they folemnly engaged among " pending on that hierarchy, 
other things, ** to endeavour 

not 
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hot pleafe to difttoguifh between the re- 
bellious riot committed by that brutal 
ruffian Sir Phelim Neal with his tu- 
multuous crew of rabble, and the forces 
raifed afterwards by the catholkk lords and 
gentlemen of the englijh pale in defence 
of the king, after the englijb rebellion be- 
gan. It is well known, that his majefty's 
affairs were in great diftradion fome time 
before by an invafion of the covenanting^ 
fcottijb) kirk rebels, and by the bafe terms 
the king was forced to accept, that they 
might be kept in quiet at a juncture 
when he was every hour threatned at home 
by that fanatick party, which foon after 
fet all in a flame. And if the catholkk army 
in Ireland fought for their king againft 
the forces lent over by the parliament then 
in actual rebellion againft him, what per- 
fon of loyal principles can be fo partial to 
deny, that they did their duty by joining 
with the marquis of Ortnond and other 
commanders, who bore their commiffions 
from the king? for which great numbers 
of them loft their lives, and forfeited their 
eftates; a great part of the latter being 
now poffeffed by many defendants froKv 

F f ta& 
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thofe very men, who had drawn their 
fwords in the fervice of that rebellious par- 
liament which cut off his head, and de- 
ftroyed monarchy. And what is more a- 
mazing, although the fame perfons, when 
the Irijh were intirely mbdued, continued 
in power under the rump, were chief con- 
fidents, and faithful fubjecls to Cromwell, 
yet being wife enough to forefee a reftora- 
tion y they feized the forts and caftles here 
out of the hands of their old brethren in 
rebellion^ for the fervice of the king; juft 
faving the tide, and putting in a ftock of 
merit fufRcient not only to preferve the 
land which the catholicks loft by their loy- 
alty, but likewife to preferve their civil 
and military employments, or be higher 
advanced. 

Thofe infurrecHons wherewith the ca- 
tholicks are charged, from the beginning 
of the feventeenth century to the great 
englijb rebellion, were occasioned by many 
oppreifions they lay under. They had 
no intention to introduce a new religion, 
but to enjoy the liberty of preferring the 
old; the very feme which their anceftors 
profeffed from the time that chriftianity 

was 
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was firft introduced into this iflahd, which 
Was by catholicks ; but whether mingled 
with corruptions* as fome pretend, doth 
hot belong to thequeftion. They had no 
defign to change the government} they 
never attempted to fight againft, to im-* 
prifon, to betray, to fell, to bring to A 
trialj or to murder their king. The fchiP* 
maticks a&ed by a fpirit directly con- 
trary; they united in zfolemn league and 
covenant to alter the whole fyftem of fpi- 
ritual government eftablifhed in all chrif- 
tian nations, and of apoftolick inftitution; 
concluding the tragedy with the murder 
of the king in cold blood, and upon ma- 
ture deliberation ; at the fame time chang- 
ing the monarchy into a commonwealth; 
The catholicks of Ireland in the great 
rebellion loft their eftates for fighting in 
defence of their king. The fchifmaticks, 
who cut off the father's head, forced the 
fon to fly for his life, and overturned the 
Whole ancient frame of government, re- 
ligious and civil ; obtained grants of thofe 
very eftates, which the catholicks loft int 
defence of the antient constitution, many 
of which eftates are at this day poffeflcd 
Ff 2 by 
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by thepofterity of thofe fchifmaticks: and 
thus they gained by their rebellion, what 
the catholicks loft by their loyalty. 

We allow the catholicks to be brethren 
of the diflenters; fome people indeed 
(which we cannot allow) would have them 
to be our children, becaufe we both diflent 
from the church eftablifhed, and both a- 
gree in abolishing this perfecuting facra- 
mental teft; by which negative dij courage- 
ment we are both rendered incapable of 
civil and military employments. How- 
ever, we cannot but wonder at the bold 
familiarity of thefe fchifmaticks in calling 
the members of the national church their 
brethren and fellow protejtants. It is true, 
that all thefe feels (except the catholicks) 
are brethren to each other in faction, ig- 
norance, iniquity, perverfenefs, pride, and 
(if we except the quahers) in rebellion. 
But, how the churchmen can be ftyled 
their fellow protejtants, we cannot com- 
prehend: becaufe, when the whole babel 
of fedtaries joined againft the church, the 
king, and the nobility for twenty years in 
a Match at Foot Ball, where the pro- 
verb expreflly tells us, that all are Fel- 
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lows; while the three kingdoms were 
tolled to and fro, the churches and cities 
and royal palaces fhattered to pieces by 
their balls, their buffets, and their kicks ; 
the victors would allow no more Fellows 
at Foot Ball; but murdered, fequef- 
tered, plundered, deprived, banifhed to 
the plantations, or enflaved all their op- 
pofers who had lofi the game. 

It is faid the world is governed by 0- 
pinion ; and politicians affureus, that all 
power is founded thereupon. Wherefore, 
as all human creatures are fond to diftrac- 
tiori of their own opinions, and fo much 
die more, as thofe opinions are abfurd, 
ridiculous, or of little moment; it miuft 
follow, that they are equally fond of power. 
But no opinions are maintained with fo 
much obftinacy as thofe in religion, efpe- 
cially by fuch zealots, who never bore 
the leaft regard to religion, confcience, 
honour, juftice, truth, mercy, or common 
morality farther than in outward appear- 
ance, under the mafk of hypocrhy to pro- 
mote their diabolical defigns. And there- 
fore bifhop Burnet one of their oracles 
tells us honeftly, that the faints of thofe 
F f 3 fanatick 
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fanatick times pronounced themfelves a- 
bove morality; which they reckoned a- 
mong beggarly elements ; but the mean- 
ing of thefe two laft words thus applied 
we confefs to be above our undemand- 
ing. 

Among thofe kingdoms and ftates which 
firft embraced the reformation, England 
appears to have received it in the moft 
regular way; where it was introduced in 
a peaceable manner, by the fupreme power 
of a king * and the three eftates in par- 
liament ; to which, as the higheft legifla- 
tive authority, all Subjects are bound paf- 
fively to fubmit. Neither was there much 
Wood fhed on fo great a change of religi- 
on. But a conflderable number of lords, 
and other perfons of quality through the 
kingdom, ftill continued in their old faith, 
and were, notwithstanding their differ- 
ence in religion, employed in offices civil 
as well as military, more or lefs in every 
reign, until the teft act in the time of king 
C&arles II. However, from the time of 
the reformation, the number of cat ho licks 
gradually and considerably leflened. So 

* Htnry VUI, 

that 
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that in the reign of king Charles I. Eng- 
land became in a great degree a protec- 
tant kingdom, without taking the fe&aries 
into the number; the legality whereof^ 
with refpe& to human laws, the catholicks 
never difputed; but the puritans^ and 
other fchifmaticks, without the leaft pre- 
tence to any fuch authority, by an open 
rebellion deftroyed that legal reformati- 
on, as we obferved before, murdered their 
king, and changed the monarchy into a 
sepublick. It is therefore not to be won- 
dered at, if the catholicks , in fuch a babel 
of religions, chofe to adhere to their own 
faith left them by their anceftors, rather 
than feek for a better among a rabble of 
hyprocritical, rebellious, deluding knaves 
or deluded enthufiafta. 

We repeat once more, that if a national 
religion be changed by the fupreme legi- 
flative power, we cannot difpute the hu- 
man legality of fuch a change. But we 
humbly conceive, that if any confiderable 
party of men which differs from an efta- 
blifhmcnt, either old or new, can deferve 
liberty of conicience, it ought to confift 
of thofe, who for want of conviction, or 

Ff 4 of 
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of right understanding the merits of each 
caufe, conceive themfelves bound in con- 
feience to adhere to the religion of their 
anceftors ; becaufe they are of all others 
leaft likely to be authors of innovations 
either in church or ftate. 

On the other fide; if the reformation 
of religion be founded upon rebellion a- 
gainft the king, without whofe confent 
by the nature of our conftitution no law 
can pafs ; if this reformation be introduc- 
ed by only one of the three eftates, I mean 
the commons, and not by one half even 
of thofe commons, and this by the affift- 
ance of a rebellious army; again if this 
reformation were carried on by the ex- 
clufion of nobles both lay and fpiritual, 
(who conftitute the other part of the 
three eftates) by the murder of their king 
and by abolifhing the whole iyftem of go- 
vernment; the catholkh cannot fee why. 
the fiicceflbrs of thofe fchiimaticks, who 
are univerfally accufed by all parties ex- 
cept themfelves, and a few infamous abet- 
tors, for ftill retaining the fame principles 
in religion and government, under which 
their predeceffors a&edj ifr Id tretend 
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to a better {hare of civil or military truft, 
profit, and power than the caMicks, who 
during all that period of twenty years 
were continually perfecuted with the ut- 
moft feverity, merely on account of their 
loyalty and conftant adherence to kingly 
power. 

We now come to thofe arguments for 
repealing the facramental teft, which e- 
qually affect the catholicks, and their bre- 
thren the diffenters. 

Firfiy we agree with our fellow-diflen- 
ters, that * perfecution merely for confer- 
ence fake is againfi the genius of the go/pel. 
And fb likewife is any law for depriving 
men of their natural and civil rights, which 
they claim as men. We are alio ready e- 
nough to allow,, that thefmalleft negative 
difcouragements for uniformity s fake are 
fo many perfecutions. Becaufe, it cannot 
be denied, that the (cratch of a pin is in 
fome degree a real wound, as much as a 
ftab through the heart. In like manner, 
an incapacity by law for any man to be 
made a judge, a colonel, or juftice of the 
peace, merely on a point of cotfcience, is a 

* VH, Rcafoiu for the repeal of (he fecramental teft. 

negathic 
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negative dtfiouragemerit, and consequent- 
ly a real perfecution: for in this cafe, the 
author of the pamphlet quoted in the$ 
margin puts a very pertinent and power- 
ful queftion : If God be the file Lord of 
the conference, why Jbould the rights of con- 
ference he fubjetl to human jurifdt&ion ? 
Now to apply this to the catholich ; the 
belief of tranfubftantiation is a matter 
furefy of religion and confidence^ which doth 
not off eel the political inter eft offociety y as 
fucb : therefore y why Jbould the rights of 
confidence, whereof GoA. is the file Lord, 
be fubjeB to human jurifidiElion ? And 
why mould God be deprived of this right 
over a catboliclts confeience, any more 
than over that of any other diflenter? 

And whereas another author among 
our brethren the diflenters hath veryjuft- 
ly complained, that by this persecuting 
teft ad great numbers of true proteftants 
have been forced to leave the kingdom 
and fly to the plantations, rather than 
ftay here branded with an incapacity for 
civil and military employments ; we do 
affirm, that the catholich can bring many 

X Jam. 

more 
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more inftances of the fame kind; feme 
thoufands of their religion having been 
forced by the facramental teft to retire in- 
to other countries, rather than live here 
under the incapacity of wearing fwords, 
fitting in parliament, and getting that 
{hare o( power and profit which belong 
to them as fellow Chriftians y whereof they 
are deprived merely upon account of con- 
Jcience, which would not allow them to take 
the facratnent after the manner prefcribed 
in the liturgy. Hence it clearly follows in 
the words of the fame * author, That if 
we catholicks areuncapable of employments^ 
we are punifhedfor our dijfenty that is, for 
our confeience, which wholly turns upon po- 
litical confederations. 

The catholicks are willing to acknow- 
ledge the king's fupremacy, whenever 
their brethren the diuenters (hall pleafe 
to fhew them an example. 

Further, the catholicks t whenever their 
religion fhall come to be the. national 
eftabliihed faith, are willing to undergo 
the fame teft offered by the author already 
quoted. His words are thefe : To end this 

* See Rcafons againft the teft. 

debate, 
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debate y by putting it upon a foot which I 
hope will appear to every impartial per/on 
a fair and equitable one : we catholicks 
propofe t withfubmijfton to the proper judges, 
that effe&ual fecurity be taken againft per- 
fection by obliging ally who are admitted 
into places of power and trujt, whatever 
their religious profeffton be y in the moftfo- 
jemn manner to dif claim perfecuting prin- 
ciples. It is hoped the publick will take 
notice of thefe words ; Whatever their re- 
ligiousprofejfion be ; which plainly include 
the catholicks \ and for which we return 
thanks to our diffenting brethren. 

And whereas it is objected by thole of 
the eftablifhed church, that if the fchif- 
xnaticks and fanaticks were once put into 
a capacity of pofleffing civil and military 
employments, they would never be at 
eafe, till they had railed their own way of 
worfhip into the national religion through 
all his majefty's dominions, equal with 
the true orthodox fcottifb kirk ; which when 
they had once brought to pafs, fhey would 
no more allow liberty of confcience to 
epifcopal diflenters, than they did in the 
time of the great englifb rebellion, and in 

the 
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the fucceeding fanatick anarchy, till the 
king was reftorcd. There is another very 
learned fchifmatical * pamphleteer, who 
in anfwer to a malignant libel called, 
The prefiyterian plea of merits etc. clearly 
wipes off this afperfion by alluring all 
epifcopal proteftants of the prefent church 
upon his own word, and to his own know- 
ledge, that our brethren the difTenters 
will never offer at fuch an attempt In 
like manner the catholicks> when legally 
required, will openly declare upon their 
words and honours, that as foon as their 
negative difcouragetnents and their perfe- 
cution {hall be removed by repealing the 
facramental teft, they will leave it entire-* 
ly to the merits of the caufe, whether the 
kingdom mall think fit to make their faith 
the eftablifhed religion or not. 

And again, whereas our prejbyterian 
brethren in many of their pamphlets take 
much offence, that the great rebellion in 
England^ the murder of the king, with 
the entire change of religion and govern- 
ment, are perpetually obje&ed againft 
them both in and out of feafon, by our 

* Vindication of the proteftant diflenters. 

common 
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common enemy the prefent conformiih j 
we do declare in the defence of our faid 
brethren, that the reproach aforefaid is an 
old worn-out thread-bare cant, which they 
always difdained to anfwer: and I very 
well remember, that having once told & 
certain conformift, how much I wonder- 
ed to hear him and his tribe dwelling per- 
petually on fo beaten a fubje£t ; he was 
pleafed to divert the difcourfe with afootifh 
ftory, which I cannot forbear telling to his 
difgrace. He faid, there was a clergyman 
in York/hire^ who for fifteen years toge- 
ther preached every &/W#y againft drunk- 
enness: whereat the parishioners being 
much offended, complained to the arch- 
bifhop ; who having fent for the clergy- 
man, and feverely reprimanded him, the 
minifter had no better an aniwer, than by 
confeffing tlie fact ; adding, that all the 
parifh were drunkards; that he defired 
to reclaim them from one vice, before he 
would begin upon another; and fince they 
ftill continued to be as great drunkards as 
before, he refblved to go on, except his 
grace would pleafe to forbid him. 
We are very fenfible how 1 
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cufation lieth upon the catholich of Ire- 
land \ that fome years before king Charles 
II. wasreftored, when theirs and the king's 
forces were entirely reduced, and the king- 
dom declared by the rump to be fettled; 
after all his majefty's generals were forced 
to fly to France, or other countries, the 
heads of the {aid catholich who remained 
here in an enflaved condition, joined to 
fend an invitation to the duke of Lorrain\ 
engaging, upon his appearing here with 
his forces, to deliver up the whole ifland 
to his power, and declare him their fo- 
vereign ; which after the reftoration was 
proved againft them by dean Boyle, fince 
primate, who produced the very original 
inftrument at the board. The catholich 
freely acknowledge the fact to be true; 
and at the fame time appeal to all the 
world, whether a wifer, a better, a more 
honourable, or a more juftifiable project 
could have been thought of. They were 
then reduced to flavery and beggary by 
the englijh rebels, many thoufands of diem 
murdered, the reft deprived of their eftates 
and driven to live on a rmall pittance in 
the wilds of Connaught\ at a time when 

either 
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either the rump or Cromwell absolutely 
governed the three kingdoms* And the 
cjueftion will turn upon this, whether the 
catholkhy deprived of all their poflefllons, 
governed with a rod of iron, and in utter 
defpair of ever feeing the monarchy reftor- 
ed, for the prefervation of which they had 
fuffered fo much, were to be blamed for 
calling in a foreign prince of their own re- 
ligion, who had a considerable army to 
fupport them, rather than fubmit to fo 
infamous an ufurpcr as Cromwell^ or fuch 
a bloody and ignominious conventicle as 
the rump. And I have often heard not 
only our friends the difienters, but even 
our common enemy the conformifts, who 
are convcrfant in the hiftory of thofe times 
freely confefs, that confidering the misera- 
ble fituation the Irifb were then in, they 
could not have thought of a braver or 
more virtuous attempt; by which they 
might have been iniiruments of reftor- 
ing the lawful monarch, at leaft to the 
recovery of England and Scotland from 
thofe betrayers and fellers and murder- 
ers of his royal father* 

To conclude, whereas the laft quoted 
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author complains very heavily and fre- 
quently of a Brand that lies upon them, 
it is a great miftake : for the firft original 
Brand hath been long taken off; only we 
confefs the fear will probably remain, and 
be vifible for ever to thofe, who know the 
principles by which they a&ed, and until 
thofe principles fhall be openly renounced 3 
elfe it muft continue to all generations, 
like the mark fet upon Cain, which fome 
authors fay defcended to all his pofterity; 
or like the roman nofe and auftrian lip, 
or like the long bag of flefli hanging down 
from the gills of the people in Piedmont. 
Put as for any brands fixed on fchifma- 
ticks for feveral years paft, they have 
been all made with cold iron^ like thieves 
who by the Benefit of the Clergy are 
condemned to be only burned in the hand; 
but efcape the pain and the mark by being 
in fee with the T a y lor . Which advantage 
the fehifmatical teachers will never want, 
who as we are allured, and of which there 
is a very frejh inftance, have the fouls and 
bodies and purfes of their people a hun- 
dred times more at their mercy, than the 
catbolick priefts could ever pretend to. 

G g There- 
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Therefore, upon the whole, the cat bo- 
licks do humbly petition (without the leaft 
Inftnuatton of threat nhig) that upon this 
favourable juncture their incapacity for 
civil and military employments may be 
wholly taken off, for the very fame rea- 
fons (befides others more cogent) that are 
now offered by their brethren the diffen- 
ters* 

^d your Petitioners^ as in duty bounds 
pall ever pray r etc. 

Dublin j Nov. 1733. 

In this controverfy the author wa* again victorious, fof 
the tcji was not repealed. 
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REASONS 

AGAINST , 

The BILL for fettling the Tythe of 
Hemp, Flax, etc. by a Modus. * 



THE clergy did little exped to have 
any caufe of complaint againft the 
prefent houfe of commons; who in the 
laft feuions were pleafed to throw but a 
bill % fcnt them from the lords, which 
that reverend body apprehended would 
be very injurious to them, if itpafled into 
a law : and who in the prefent feilrons 
defeated the arts and endeavours oifcbif- 
maticks to repeal the facramental tefi. 

For although it hath been allowed obi 
all hands, that the former of thofe bills 

* Many eminent clergy- were prefented to feveral mem- 
men who oppofed this fcheme ben of parliament, which had 
applied to Dr. Swift to write fo good an effed that the bill 
againft it, which he readily was drbpped. 
confented to upon their giving % For the bifltops to divide 
him fome hints, aad two days livings, 
after the following reafons 

G g 2 might 
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might by its neceflary confequenccs be 
very difpleafing to the lay gentlemen of 
the kingdom for many reafons purely fe- 
cular; and that this laft attempt for re- 
pealing the left did much more affedt 
at prefent the temporal intereft, than the 
fpiritual ; yet the whole body of the lower 
clergy have, upon both thofe occaiions, 
exprefled equal gratitude to that honoura- 
ble houfe for their juftice and fteadinefs, 
as if the clergy alone were to receive the 
benefit. 

It muft needs be therefore a great ad-» 
dition to the clergy's grief, that fuch an 
aflembly as the prefent houfe of commons 
fhould now, with an expedition more 
than ufual, agree to a bill for encourage 
ing the linen manufacture with a claufe, 
whereby the church is to lofe two parts 
in three of the legal tythe in flax and 
hemp, 

Some reafons why the clergy think fuch 
a law will be a great hardfhip upon them 
are, I conceive, thofe that follow. I mail 
venture to enumerate them with all de- 
ference due to that honourable aflembly. 

Ftrftj the clergy fuppofe that they have 

not^ 
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hot, by any fault or demerit, incurred 
the difpleafure of the nation's reprefenta-* 
tives: neither can the declared loyalty of 
the prefent let, from the higheft prelate 
to the lowcft vicar, be in the lean dis- 
puted: becaufe there are hardly ten cler* 
gymen through the whole kingdom, for 
more than nineteen years pan, who have 
not been either preferred entirely upon ac- 
count of their declared affection to the 
Hanover line, or higher promoted as the 
due reward of the fame merit* 

There is not a landlord in the whole 
kingdom refiding fome part of the year 
at his Country feat, who is not in his own 
confidence folly convinced, that the tythes 
of his minifter have gradually funk for 
fome years pan one third, or at lean one 
fourth of their former value, exclufi ve of 
all non-folvencies. 

The payment of tythes in this king- 
dom is fubjedl to (6 many frauds, brahgles, 
and other difficulties, not only fiompapifts 
and dijfenters i but even from thofe who 
profefs themlelves proteftants ; that by 
the expence; the trouble, and vexation of 
collecting or bargaining for them, they 
G g 3 are 
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are of all other rents the moft precarious, 
uncertain, and ill paid. 

The landlords in moft parifhes expect, 
as a compliment, that they mall pay little 
more than half the value of the tythes for 
the lands they hold in their own hands ; 
which often conftft of large domains : and 
it is the minifter's intereft to make them 
eafy upon that article, when he confiders 
what influence thole gentlemen have upon 
their tenants. 

The clergy cannot but think it ex- 
tremely fevere, that in a bill for encourag- 
ing the linen manufacture they alone muft 
be the fufferers, who can leaft afford it. 
If, as I am told, there be a tax of three 
thoufand pounds a year paid by the pub- 
lick for a farther encouragement to the 
faid manufacture, are not the clergy equal 
fharers in the charge with the reft of their 
fellow fubjects ? What fatisfactory reafon 
can be therefore given, why they alone 
mould bear the whole additional weight, 
unlefs it will be alledged that their pro- 
perty is not upon an equal foot with the 
properties of other men. They acquire 
their own fmall pittance by *; leaft as 

loneft 
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honeft means as their neighbours the land-* 
lords poflfefe their eftates ; and have been 
always fuppofed, except in rebellious or 
fanatical times, to have as good a title 1 
for no families now in being can {hew. a 
more ancient Indeed if it be true, that 
fbme perfons (I hope they were not many) 
were feen to laugh when the rights of 
the clergy were mentioned ; in this cafe 
an opinion may poiTibly be foon advanced, 
that they have no rights at all. And this 
is likely enough to gain ground, in pro- 
portion, as the contempt of all religion 
{hall increase, which is already in a very 
forward way. 

It is faid, there will be alio added in 
this bill a claufe for diminiming the tythe 
of hops, in order to cultivate that uieful 
plant among us : and here likewife the 
load is to lie entirely on the {houlders of 
the clergy, while the landlords reap all 
the benefit. It will not be eafy to forefee 
where fuch proceedings are like to ftop : 
or whether by the lame authority, in civil 
times, a parliament may not as juftly chal- 
lenge the fame power in reducing all 
things tytheable, not below the tenth part 

Gg4 of 
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of the producT: (which is and ever will be 
the clergy's equitable right) but from a 
tenth part to a fixtieth or eightieth, and 
from thence to nothing. 

I have heard it granted by flrilful per- 
sons, that the practice of taxing the clergy 
by parliament without their own content 
is a new thing, not much above the date 
of feventy years : before which period, in 
times of peace they always taxed them- 
felves. But things are extremely altered 
at prefent : it is not now fufficient to tax 
them in common with their fellow fub- 
je&s, without impofing an additional tax 
upon them, from which, or from any 
thing equivalent, all their fellow fubje&s 
are exempt ; and this in a country pro- 
fefling cbriflianity. 

The greateft part of the clergy through- 
out this kingdom have been ftripped of 
their glebes by the ccnfufion of times, 
by violence, fraud, oppreflion, and o- 
ther unlawful means; all which glebes 
are now in the hands of the laity. So 
that they now are generally forced to lie 
at the mercy of landlords for a fmall 
piece of ground in their parifhes, at a 

molt 
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moft exorbitant rent, and ufually for a 
{hort term of years, whereon to build a 
houfe, and enable them to refide. Yet, 
in fpight of thefe difadvantages I am a 
witnefs, that they are generally more con- 
ftant residents than their brethren in Eng- 
land \ where the meaneft vicar hath a 
convenient dwelling with a barn, a gar- 
den, and a field or two for his cattle ; be- 
fides the certainty of his litde income from 
honeft farmers, able and willing not only 
to pay him his dues, but likewife to make 
him prefents according to their ability 
for his better fupport. In all which cir- 
cumftances the clergy of Ireland meet 
with a treatment directly contrary. 

It is hoped the honourable houfe will 
coniider, that it is impoffible for the mod 
ill-minded, avaricious, or cunning clergy- 
man to do the leaft injuftice to the mean- 
eft cottager in his parifh in any bargain 
for tythes, or other ecclefiaftical dues. 
He can at the utmoft only demand to 
have his tythe fairly laid out; and does 
not once in a hundred times obtain his 
demand. But every tenant, from the poor- 
eft cottager to the moft fbbftantial farmer, 

car 



+58 REASONS AGAINST SETTLING 

can and generally doth impofe upon the 
minifter, by fraud, by theft, by lyes, by 
perjuries, by infolence, and fometimes 
by force; notwithstanding the utmoil vi- 
gilance and {kill of himfelf and his proc- 
tor. Infomuch, that it is allowed that the 
clergy in general receive little more than 
one half of their legal dues; not including 
the charges they are at in collecting or 
bargaining for them. 

The land rents of Ireland are comput- 
ed to about two millions, whereof one 
tenth amounts to two hundred thoufand 
pounds. The beneficed clergymen, ex- 
cluding thole of this city, are not reckon- 
ed to be above five hundred ; by which 
computation they fhould each of them 
poflefs two hundred pounds a year, if thole 
tythes were equally divided, although in 
well cultivated corn countries it ought to 
be more; whereas they hardly receive one 
half of that fum, with gr^at defalcations, 
and in very bad payments. There are in- 
deed a few glebes in the .north pretty 
confiderable, but if thefe and all the reft 
were in like manner equally divided, they 
would not add fife pounds a year to every 

clergy- 
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clergyman. Therefore, whether the con- 
dition of the clergy in general among us 
be juftly liable to envy, or able to bear a 
heavy burthen, which neither the nobili- 
ty nor gentry, nor tradefmen, nor farmers, 
will touch with one of their fingers; this, 
I fay, is fubmitted to the honourable 
houfe. 

One terrible circumftance in this bill is, 
that of turning the tythe of flax and hemp 
into what the lawyers call a modus ^ or a 
certain film in lieu of a tenth part of the 
product And by this practice of claim- 
ing a modus in many parishes by ancient 
cuftom, the clergy in both kingdoms 
have been almoft incredible fufferers. Thus 
in the prefent cafe the tythe of a tolera- 
ble acre of flax, which by a medium is 
worth twelve millings, is by the prefent 
bill reduced to four millings. Neither is 
this the worft part in a modus; every de- 
terminate fum muft in procefs of time 
fink from a fourth to a four and twentieth 
part, or a great deal lower, by that necef- 
lary fall attending the value of money, 
which is now at leaft nine tenths lower 
all over Europe than it was four hundred 

years 



4 6o REASONS AGAINST SETTLING 

years ago, by a gradual decline ; and even 
a third parf at leaft within our own me- 
mories in purchafing almofl every thing 
required for the neceflities or convenien- 
ces of life ; as any gentleman can atteft, 
who hath kept houfe for twenty years 
paft. And this will equally affed poor 
countries as well as rich. For, although 
I look upon it as an impoflibility that 
this kingdom mould ever thrive under its 
prefent difadvantages, which without a 
miracle muft ftill increafe; yet when the 
whole cam of the nation mall fink to fifty 
thoufand pounds, we muft in all our 
traffick abroad either of import or ex- 
port go by the general rate, at which 
money is valued in thofe countries that 
enjoy the common privileges of human 
kind. For this reafon no corporation (if 
the clergy may prefume to call themfelves 
one) mould by any means grant away 
their properties in perpetuity upon any 
confideration whatfoever ; which is a rock 
that many corporations have fplit upon 
to their great impoverifhment, and fome- 
times to their utter undoing ; because they 
are fuppofed to fubfift ~ id be- 

lufe 
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caufe no determination of money is of any 
certain perpetual intrinfic value. This is 
known enough in England, where eftates, 
let for ever, fome hundred years ago, by 
feveral ancient noble families do not at 
this prefent pay their pofterity a twentieth 
part of what they arc now worth at an 
eafy rent. 

A tax affecting one part of a nation, 
which already bears its full (hare in all 
parliamentary impofitions, cannot poflibry 
be juft, except it be infli&ed as a punifh- 
ment upon that body of men, which is 
taxed, for fome great demerit or danger 
to the publick apprehended from thofe 
upon whom it is laid : thus the papijls 
and non-jurors have been doubly taxed 
for refuting to give proper fecurities to 
the government; which cannot be ob- 
jected againft the clergy. And therefore 
if this bill mould pafs, I think it ought 
to be with a preface, (hewing wherein they 
have offended, and for what difaffe&ion 
or other crime they are punifhed. 

If an additional excife upon ale, or a 
duty upon flefli and bread were to be en- 
acted, neither the victualler, butcher, or 

baker 
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baker would bear any more of the charge 
than for what themfelves confumed, but 
it would be an equal general tax through 
the whole kingdom: whereas by this 
bill the clergy alone are avowedly con- 
demned to be deprived of their ancient, 
inherent, undifputed rights, in order to 
encourage a manufacture by which all the 
reft of the kingdom are fuppofed to be 
gainers. 

This bill is directly againft magna chart a, 
whereof the firft clauie is for confirming 
tke inviolable rights of holy church ; as 
well as contrary to the oath taken by all 
our kings at their coronation, where they 
fwear to defend and protect the church 
in all rights. 

A tax laid upon employments is a very 
different thing. The pofleflbrs of civil 
and military employments are no corpora- 
tion; neither are they any part of our 
conftitution ; their Salaries, pay and per- 
quifites are all changeable at the pleafure 
of the prince who beftows them, although 
the army be paid from funds raifed and 
appropriated by the legiflature. But the 
clergy, as they have little reafon to expedr, 

fo 




THE TYTHE OF HEMP. 463 

fo they defire no more than their ancient 
legal dues ; only indeed with the removal 
ofmany grievous impediments in the 
colle&ion of them ; which it is to be fear- 
ed they muft wait for until more fa* 
vourable times. It is well known that 
they have already, of their own accord, 
fhewn great indulgence to their people 
upon this very article dtfiax^ ieldom tak- 
ing above a fourth part of their tythe for 
Jmall parcels, and oftentimes nothing at 
all from new beginners ; waiting with pa«» 
tience until the farmers were able, and 
until greater quantities of land were cm- 
ployed in that part of hufbandry ; never 
fufpecting that their good intentions mould 
be perverted in (o lingular a manner to 
their detriment by that very aflembly, 
which, during the time that convocations 
(which are an original part of our confu- 
tation, ever fince chriftianity became na- 
tional among us) are thought fit to be 
fufpended, God knows for what reafon, 
or from what provocations; I lay from , 
that very aflembly, who during the in- 
tervals of convocations mould rather be 
fuppofed to be guardians, of the rights 

and 
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and properties of the clergy, than to make 
the leaft attempt upon either. 

I have not heard upon enquiry, that 
any of thofe gentlemen, who among us 
without doors are called the court-party, 
difcover the leaft zeal in this affair. If 
they had thoughts to interpofe, it might 
be conceived they would mew their dif- 
pleafure againft this bill, which muft very 
much leflen the value of the king's pa- 
tronage upon promotion to vacant fees, 
in the dhpofalof deanries, and other con- 
fiderable preferments in the church, which 
are in the donation of the crown ; where- 
by the viceroys will have fewer good pre- 
ferments to beftow on their dependents, 
as well as upon the kindred of members, 
who may have a fufficient ftock of that 
fort of merit, whatever it may be, which 
may in future times moft prevail. 

The dijfentersy by not fucceeding in 
their endeavours to procure a repeal of the 
teft, have loft nothing, but continue in a 
full enjoyment of their toleration ; while 
the clergy without giving the leaft of- 
fence are by this bill < Dfived of a con- 
querable branch of r 





THE TYTHE OF HEMP. 465 

rights, whereby the fchifmatical party 
will have the pleasure of gratifying their 
revenge— —hoc gran voluere. 

The farmer will find no relief by this 
modus y becaufe when his prefent leafe fhall 
expire his landlord will infallibly raife the 
rent in an equal proportion upon every 
part of land where flax is fown, and have 
to much a better fecurity for payment at 
the expence of the clergy. 

If we judge by things paft, it little a- 
vails that this bill is to be limited to 3 
certain time often, twenty, or thirty years. 
For no landlord will ever confent that a 
law (hall expire, by which he finds him* 
fclf a gainer; and of this there are many 
examples as well in England as in this 
kingdom. 

The great end of this bill is by proper 
encouragement to extend the linen manu- 
facture into thole countries where it hath 
hitherto been little cultivated: but this 
encouragement of lejfening the tythe of flax 
and hemp is one of fuch a kind as, it is to 
be feared, will have a directly contrary 
effec*t. Becaufe, if I am rightly informed 
no fet of men hath, for their number and 
H h fortune:, 
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fortunes, been more induftrious and fuc- 
cefsful than the clergy, in introducing that 
manufacture into places which were un- 
acquainted with it, by perfuading their 
people to tew flax and bemp> by procur- 
ing feed for them, and by having them 
inftru&ed in the management thereof; 
and this they did not without reafonable 
hopes of increaflng the value of their 
pariihes after fome time, as well as of 
promoting the benefit of the publick. But 
if this modus mould take place, the clergy 
will be fo far from gaining, that they 
will become lofers by their extraordinary 
care, by having their beft arable lands 
turned to flax and hemp, which are rec- 
koned great impoverifhers of land : they 
cannot therefore be blamed, if they mould 
{new as much zeal to prevent its being in- 
troduced or improved in their pariihes as 
they hitherto have fhewed in the introduc- 
ing and improving it. This, I am told, 
fome of them have already declared, at 
leaft fo far as to refol ve not to give them- 
felves any more trouble than other men a- 
bout promoting a manufa&ure, by the fuc 
cefs of which they onlj 




THE TYTHE OF HEMP. 467 

be fufferers. Perhaps the giving even a 
further encouragement than the law doth, 
as it now (lands, to a fet of men who 
might on many accounts be fo ufeful to 
this purpofe, would be no bad method 
of having the great end of the bill more 
effe&ually anfwered: but this is what 
they are far from defiling; all they. peti- 
tion for is no more than to continue on the 
fame footing with the reft of their fellow 
fubjects. 

If this modus of paying by the acre be 
to pafs into a law, it were to be wifhed, 
that the fame law would not only appoint 
one or morefwornfurveyors in each pariOi 
to meafure the lands, on which flax and 
hemp are {own, but alfo fettle the price of 
iurveying, and determine whether the in- 
cumbent or farmer is to pay for each an- 
nual furvey. Without fomething of this 
kind there muft conftantly be difputes be- 
tween them, and the neighbouring juftices 
of peace muft be teized as often as thofe 
difputes happen. 

I had written thus far, when a paper 
was lent to me with feveral reafons againft 
the bill, forae whereof, although they 

H h 2 have 
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have been already touched, are put in a 
better light, and the reft did not occur to 
me. I {hall deliver them in the author's 
own words. 

I. That tythes are the patrimony of the 
church ; and if not of divine original, yet 
at leaft of great antiquity. 

II. That all purchales and leafes of 
tytheable lands, for many centuries paft, 
have been made and taken, fubjeft to the 
demand of tythes, and thofe lands ibid 
and taken juft fo much the cheaper on 
that account. 

III. That if any lands are exempted 
from tythes, or the legal demands of (uch 
tythes leflened by a& of parliament, lb 
much value is taken from the proprietor 
of the tythes, and vefted in the proprie- 
tor of the lands, or .his head tenants. 

IV. That no innocent unoffending per- 
fon can be fo deprived of his property with- 
out the greateft violation of common jus- 
tice. 

V. That to do this upon a profpe& of 
encouraging the linen or any other ma- 
nufacture is a&ing upon a very miftaken 
and unjuft fuppofltion ; inafmuch as the 

price 




THE TYTHE OF HEMP. 469 

price of the lands fo occupied will be no 
way leflened to the farmer by fuch a law; 

VI. That the clergy are content cheap* 
fully to bear (as they now do) any bur-*, 
then in common with their fellow fubjeds, 
either for the fapport of his majefty's go- 
vernment, or the encouragement of die 
trade of the nation, but think it very hard 
that they ihould be Singled out to pay hea- 
vier-taxes than others at a time, when by 
the decreafe of the value of their parifhes 
they are Ids able to bear them. 

VII. That the legiflature hath hereto- 
fore diftingui/hed the clergy by exempti- 
ons, and not by additional loads, and the 
prefent clergy of the kingdom hope they 
have not deferved worfe of the legiflature 
than their predeceflbrs. 

VIII. That by the original constitution 
of thefe kingdoms, the clergy had the fole 
right of taxing themfelves, and were in 
pofleffiori of that right as low as the re- 
ftoration ; and if that right be now de- 
volved upon the commons by the ceffion 
of the clergy, the commons can be con- 
sidered in this cafe in no other light than 
as the guardians of the clergy. 

IX. That 



47© REASONS AGAINST SETTLING 

IX. That befides thofe tythes always 
in the pofleflion of the clergy, there are 
fome portions of tythes lately come into 
their pofleflion by purchafe; that if this 
claufe fliould take place, they would not 
be allowed the benefit of thefe purchasers 
upon an equal foot of advantage with the 
reft of their fellow fubjefts. And that 
fome tythes in the hands of impropriators 
are under fettlements and mortgages. 

X. That the gentlemen of this houfe 
fliould confider, that loading the clergy is 
loading their own younger brothers and 
children, with this additional grievance) 
that it is taking from the younger and 
poorer to give to the elder and richer ; 
and, 

hafily^ That if it were at any time juft 
and proper to do this, it would however 
be too fevere to do it now, when all the 
tythes of the kingdom are known for fome 
years pafl to have funk above one third 
part in their value. 

Any income in the hands of the clergy 
is at leaft as ufeful to the publick as the 
fame income in the hands of the laity. 

It were more reafonable to grant the 

clergy 
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clergy in three parts of the nation an ad- 
ditional fupport than to dimintfh their 
prefent fubfiftencc 

Great employments are and will be in 
the hands of englifbmen; nothing left for 
the younger ions oUriJbmen but vicarages, 
tide-waiters places, etc. therefore no rea- 
fon to make them worfe. 

The modus upon the flax in England 
affe&s only lands reclaimed fince the year 
1690, and is at the rate of five millings 
the englifh acre, which is equivalent to 
eight millings and eight pence irijh, and 
that to be paid before the farmer removed 
it from the field. Flax is a manufacture 
of little confequence in England, but is 
the ftaple in Ireland, and if it increafes 
(as it probably will) muft in many places 
joftle out corn, becaufe it is more gainful. 

The clergy of the eftablifhed church 
have no intereft like thole of the church 
of Rome, diftindfc from the true intereft of 
their country, and therefore ought to fuf- 
fer under no diftincT: impofitions or taxes 
of any kind. 

The bill for fettling the modus of flax 
in England was brought in the firft year 

of 
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of the reign of king George I. when the 
clergy Uy very unjuftly under the im- 
putation of (bmeduaiFe&ion; and to en- 
courage the bringing in of forae fens in 
Lincoln/hire which were not to be con- 
tinued under flax ; but it left all lands 
-where flax had been fown before that time 
under the fame condition of tything, in 
which they were before the palling of 
that bill: whereas this bill takes away 
what the clergy are actually potiefled of. 

That the woolen manufacture is the 
ftaple of England, as the linen is that of 
Ireland, yet no attempt was ever made in. 
England to reduce the tytheof wool for the 
encouragement of that manufacture. This 
manufacture hath already been remarka- 
bly favoured by the clergy, who have hi- 
therto been generally content with le£s 
than half, fome with fix pence a garden, 
and fome have taken nothing. 

Employments, they fay, have been tax- 
ed; the reafons for which taxation will 
not hold with regard to property, at leaft 
till employments become inheritances. 
The commons always have had fb tender 
a regard to property, that they never 

would 
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would fufier any law to pais, whereby any 
particular pcrfons might be aggrieved with* 
out their own confent 

N. B. Some alterations have Been made 
in the bill about the modus, Jince the 
above paper was written ; but they 
are of little moment* 
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